The Birth of the Universal Schooling

System

Introduction

Frederick the Great of Prussia and Maria Theresa of
Austria, two of the most powerful monarchs in 18th-
century Europe, shared a common vision: they believed
that education was essential for the strength and
prosperity of their nations. In the 1760s, they each
implemented compulsory schooling reforms that
would have a profound impact on their countries and

the world.

Their reforms were rooted in the Enlightenment ideals
that were sweeping Europe at the time. Philosophers
and thinkers like Voltaire, Rousseau, and Locke argued
that education was a fundamental right of all citizens

and that it was the key to progress and social mobility.



Frederick and Maria Theresa took these ideas to heart
and made education a top priority in their respective

realms.

Frederick's reforms were particularly ambitious. He
believed that every child in Prussia, regardless of their
social status, should have access to a basic education.
He established a system of compulsory schooling that
required all children between the ages of 5 and 13 to
attend school. The curriculum was heavily focused on
practical subjects such as reading, writing, arithmetic,
and religion. Frederick also emphasized the
importance of vocational training, and he established
schools that taught students skills such as carpentry,

metalworking, and farming.

Maria Theresa's reforms were somewhat less
comprehensive than Frederick's, but they were still
significant. She focused on expanding educational
opportunities for girls and for children from poor

families. She also established a system of teacher



training and introduced new curricula that emphasized

science and mathematics.

The reforms of Frederick and Maria Theresa had a
profound impact on their countries. Prussia and
Austria quickly became two of the most literate and
educated nations in Europe. This had a positive impact
on their economies, their militaries, and their societies
as a whole. The reforms also inspired other countries to
adopt compulsory schooling, and by the end of the 19th
century, compulsory education was the norm in most

developed countries.

The legacy of Frederick and Maria Theresa's reforms is
still felt today. Compulsory schooling is now a
fundamental part of the education system in most
countries around the world. It has helped to create a
more literate, informed, and productive global
population. It has also helped to reduce poverty and

inequality and to promote social mobility.



Book Description

The Birth of the Universal Schooling System: How
Frederick the Great and Maria Theresa

Revolutionized Education

In the 18th century, Prussia and Austria were two of
the most powerful countries in Europe. They were also
two of the first countries to implement compulsory
schooling reforms, which would have a profound

impact on their nations and the world.

Frederick the Great of Prussia and Maria Theresa of
Austria shared a common vision: they believed that
education was essential for the strength and prosperity
of their nations. They were inspired by the
Enlightenment ideals that were sweeping Europe at the
time, which emphasized the importance of education

for all citizens.

Frederick's reforms were particularly ambitious. He

believed that every child in Prussia, regardless of their
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social status, should have access to a basic education.
He established a system of compulsory schooling that
required all children between the ages of 5 and 13 to
attend school. The curriculum was heavily focused on
practical subjects such as reading, writing, arithmetic,
and religion. Frederick also emphasized the
importance of vocational training, and he established
schools that taught students skills such as carpentry,

metalworking, and farming.

Maria Theresa's reforms were somewhat less
comprehensive than Frederick's, but they were still
significant. She focused on expanding educational
opportunities for girls and for children from poor
families. She also established a system of teacher
training and introduced new curricula that emphasized

science and mathematics.

The reforms of Frederick and Maria Theresa had a
profound impact on their countries. Prussia and

Austria quickly became two of the most literate and



educated nations in Europe. This had a positive impact
on their economies, their militaries, and their societies
as a whole. The reforms also inspired other countries to
adopt compulsory schooling, and by the end of the 19th
century, compulsory education was the norm in most

developed countries.

This book tells the story of Frederick and Maria
Theresa's reforms and their lasting impact on
education around the world. It is a fascinating account
of how two enlightened rulers transformed their

countries through the power of education.



Chapter 1: The Seeds of Change

The Rise of Absolutism

Absolutism is a form of government in which the
monarch has absolute power. The king or queen is the
sole source of law and justice, and they can make and
enforce any laws they want. Absolutism was common
in Europe in the 17th and 18th centuries, and it played
a major role in the development of compulsory

schooling.

There were a number of factors that contributed to the
rise of absolutism in Europe. One factor was the decline
of feudalism. Feudalism was a system of government in
which land was divided into fiefs, and each fief was
ruled by a lord. The lords had a great deal of power
over their serfs, who were the peasants who worked
the land. However, over time, the power of the lords
began to decline, and the power of the monarchs began

to increase.



Another factor that contributed to the rise of
absolutism was the rise of mercantilism. Mercantilism
is an economic system in which the government
intervenes in the economy to promote national wealth
and power. Mercantilist governments often imposed
tariffs on imports and subsidies on exports. They also
invested in infrastructure projects, such as roads and

canals, to improve trade.

Mercantilism led to a demand for a more educated
workforce. In order to compete in the global market,
countries needed workers who were literate and
skilled. This led to the development of compulsory
schooling, which was seen as a way to create a more

productive and prosperous workforce.

In addition to economic factors, there were also
political factors that contributed to the rise of
absolutism. One factor was the need for a strong state
to maintain order and security. In the 17th and 18th

centuries, Europe was a turbulent place. There were



frequent wars, rebellions, and riots. Monarchs needed
a strong military and a strong bureaucracy to maintain

control over their territories.

Another political factor that contributed to the rise of
absolutism was the influence of the divine right of
kings. The divine right of kings is the belief that kings
are chosen by God to rule. This belief gave monarchs a
great deal of legitimacy and made it difficult for their

subjects to challenge their authority.

The rise of absolutism had a profound impact on the
development of compulsory schooling. Monarchs all
over Europe began to implement compulsory schooling
reforms in order to create a more educated and
productive workforce. These reforms would eventually
lead to the development of the universal schooling

system that we have today.



Chapter 1: The Seeds of Change

The Need for Social Reform

The 18th century was a time of great social and
economic change in Europe. The Industrial Revolution
was beginning to transform the economy, and new
ideas about government and society were spreading
among the educated classes. These changes led to a
growing demand for social reform, and education was

seen as a key part of this reform movement.

One of the main reasons for the need for social reform
was the rise of poverty and inequality. The Industrial
Revolution led to the growth of cities and the
concentration of wealth in the hands of a few factory
owners. This created a large class of poor and working-
class people who lived in overcrowded slums and had

little access to education or other opportunities.

Another reason for the need for social reform was the

rise of crime and social unrest. The poor and working-
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class people were often desperate and resorted to
crime to survive. This led to a rise in violence and
lawlessness, which made it difficult for people to live

and work in peace.

Social reformers believed that education could help to
address these problems. They argued that education
could help to reduce poverty and inequality by giving
people the skills they needed to get good jobs. They also
believed that education could help to reduce crime and
social unrest by teaching people the values of hard

work, honesty, and respect for the law.

In addition to these practical reasons for social reform,
there were also moral and philosophical reasons. Many
people believed that education was a fundamental
right of all citizens, regardless of their social class. They
argued that education was essential for human
development and that it could help to create a more

just and equitable society.
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The need for social reform was a major factor in the
decision of Frederick the Great and Maria Theresa to
implement compulsory schooling reforms. They
believed that education was essential for the strength
and prosperity of their nations and that it could help to
address the social problems that were plaguing their

countries.
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Chapter 1: The Seeds of Change

The Influence of Enlightenment Ideas

The Enlightenment was a philosophical movement that
swept Europe in the 18th century. It was characterized
by a belief in the power of reason and the importance
of individual liberty. Enlightenment thinkers argued
that education was essential for human progress and
that it should be available to all people, regardless of

their social status.

Frederick the Great and Maria Theresa were both
influenced by Enlightenment ideas. Frederick was a
close friend of Voltaire, one of the most famous
Enlightenment philosophers. Maria Theresa was a
more cautious reformer, but she was also committed to
improving the lives of her subjects. Both rulers saw

education as a key to achieving their goals.

Enlightenment ideas about education had a profound

impact on the reforms of Frederick and Maria Theresa.
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They believed that education should be universal,
compulsory, and practical. They also believed that
education should promote critical thinking and moral

development.

The reforms of Frederick and Maria Theresa were not
without their critics. Some people argued that it was
too expensive to educate all children. Others argued
that it was dangerous to teach children to think for
themselves. However, Frederick and Maria Theresa
were convinced that education was essential for the

future of their countries.

The influence of Enlightenment ideas on the reforms of
Frederick and Maria Theresa cannot be overstated.
Their reforms were a major step forward in the history
of education. They helped to create a more literate and
informed population, and they laid the foundation for

the modern system of compulsory schooling.

The Impact of Enlightenment Ideas on Frederick's

Reforms
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Frederick the Great was a strong advocate for
education. He believed that it was essential for the
strength and prosperity of his kingdom. He was also a
close friend of Voltaire, one of the most famous
Enlightenment philosophers. Voltaire's ideas about
education had a profound impact on Frederick's

reforms.

Frederick believed that education should be universal,
compulsory, and practical. He also believed that
education should promote critical thinking and moral
development. He established a system of compulsory
schooling that required all children between the ages
of 5 and 13 to attend school. The curriculum was
heavily focused on practical subjects such as reading,
writing, arithmetic, and religion. Frederick also
emphasized the importance of vocational training, and
he established schools that taught students skills such

as carpentry, metalworking, and farming.
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Frederick's reforms were a major success. Prussia
quickly became one of the most literate and educated
countries in Europe. This had a positive impact on the

economy, the military, and society as a whole.

The Impact of Enlightenment Ideas on Maria

Theresa's Reforms

Maria Theresa was a more cautious reformer than
Frederick the Great. However, she was also committed
to improving the lives of her subjects. She was
influenced by Enlightenment ideas about education,
and she believed that education was essential for the

progress of her country.

Maria Theresa's reforms were less comprehensive than
Frederick's, but they were still significant. She focused
on expanding educational opportunities for girls and
for children from poor families. She also established a
system of teacher training and introduced new

curricula that emphasized science and mathematics.
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Maria Theresa's reforms also had a positive impact on
Austria. The country became more literate and
educated, and this led to improvements in the

economy, the military, and society as a whole.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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