
Fingerstyle Greats

Introduction

Fingerstyle guitar is a technique that allows guitarists 

to create beautiful melodies, harmonies, and rhythms 

using only their fingers. It is a versatile and expressive 

style that can be used to play a wide variety of genres, 

from classical to folk to rock.

In  this  comprehensive  guide  to  fingerstyle  guitar, 

Pasquale De Marco takes you on a journey through the 

world  of  fingerstyle  playing.  You'll  learn  everything 

you  need  to  know to  get  started,  from the  basics  of 

fingerpicking to advanced techniques like hammer-ons 

and  pull-offs.  You'll  also  find  a  wealth  of  fingerstyle 

arrangements  of  popular  songs,  as  well  as  exercises 

and etudes to help you develop your skills.

1



Whether you're a complete beginner or an experienced 

guitarist looking to expand your repertoire, Fingerstyle 

Greats  has  something  for  you.  With  its  clear 

instructions, helpful tips, and inspiring examples, this 

book will help you take your fingerstyle playing to the 

next level.

In  addition  to  covering  the  technical  aspects  of 

fingerstyle guitar, Pasquale De Marco also explores the 

history of  the style  and its  many great  practitioners. 

You'll  learn  about  the  pioneers  of  fingerstyle  guitar, 

such  as  Andrés  Segovia  and  John  Fahey,  as  well  as 

contemporary  masters  like  Tommy  Emmanuel  and 

Andy McKee. You'll  also find a chapter on fingerstyle 

guitar in different genres, from classical to folk to rock.

With  its  comprehensive  coverage  of  all  aspects  of 

fingerstyle  guitar,  Fingerstyle  Greats  is  the  perfect 

resource for guitarists of all levels. Whether you're just 

starting  out  or  you're  a  seasoned  pro,  you'll  find 

something to enjoy and learn from in this book.
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So  what  are  you  waiting  for?  Pick  up  a  copy  of 

Fingerstyle  Greats  today  and  start  your  journey  to 

fingerstyle mastery!
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Book Description

Fingerstyle Greats is the definitive guide to fingerstyle 

guitar,  covering  everything  from  the  basics  of 

fingerpicking to advanced techniques like hammer-ons 

and pull-offs. With clear instructions, helpful tips, and 

inspiring examples, this book will help you take your 

fingerstyle playing to the next level.

Whether you're a complete beginner or an experienced 

guitarist looking to expand your repertoire, Fingerstyle 

Greats has something for you. You'll learn the basics of 

fingerstyle  guitar,  including  how  to  hold  the  guitar, 

how to pick the strings, and how to form chords. You'll 

also  learn  a  variety  of  fingerstyle  patterns  and 

rhythms, as well as how to incorporate fingerstyle into 

your own playing.

In addition to the technical aspects of fingerstyle guitar, 

Fingerstyle Greats also explores the history of the style 

and its many great practitioners. You'll learn about the 
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pioneers of fingerstyle guitar, such as Andrés Segovia 

and John Fahey, as well as contemporary masters like 

Tommy Emmanuel and Andy McKee. You'll also find a 

chapter on fingerstyle guitar in different genres, from 

classical to folk to rock.

With  its  comprehensive  coverage  of  all  aspects  of 

fingerstyle  guitar,  Fingerstyle  Greats  is  the  perfect 

resource for guitarists of all levels. Whether you're just 

starting  out  or  you're  a  seasoned  pro,  you'll  find 

something to enjoy and learn from in this book.

So  what  are  you  waiting  for?  Pick  up  a  copy  of 

Fingerstyle  Greats  today  and  start  your  journey  to 

fingerstyle mastery!

In addition to the comprehensive lessons and exercises, 

Fingerstyle Greats also includes a wealth of fingerstyle 

arrangements  of  popular  songs.  These  arrangements 

are perfect for practicing your fingerstyle skills and for 

expanding  your  repertoire.  You'll  find  songs  from  a 
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variety  of  genres,  including  folk,  rock,  pop,  and 

classical.

With  its  clear  instructions,  helpful  tips,  inspiring 

examples,  and  wealth  of  fingerstyle  arrangements, 

Fingerstyle  Greats  is  the  ultimate  resource  for 

guitarists of all levels. Whether you're just starting out 

or you're a seasoned pro, you'll find something to enjoy 

and learn from in this book.
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Chapter 1: The Art of Fingerstyle

The Basics of Fingerstyle Guitar

Fingerstyle guitar is a technique that allows guitarists 

to create beautiful melodies, harmonies, and rhythms 

using only their fingers. It is a versatile and expressive 

style that can be used to play a wide variety of genres, 

from classical to folk to rock.

To get started with fingerstyle guitar, you will need a 

guitar with nylon strings. Nylon strings are easier on 

your  fingers  than  steel  strings,  and  they  produce  a 

warmer, more mellow sound. You will also need a pick. 

A pick is a small, thin piece of plastic or metal that is 

used to pluck the strings of a guitar.

Once  you  have  your  guitar  and  pick,  you  can  start 

learning the basic techniques of fingerstyle guitar. The 

most important technique is the right-hand technique. 

The right hand is responsible for plucking the strings 

and  creating  the  melody  and  harmony.  The  most 
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common right-hand technique is  the alternating bass 

pattern. In this pattern, the thumb plays the bass notes 

on  the  lower  strings,  while  the  index  and  middle 

fingers play the melody notes on the higher strings.

The left hand is responsible for fretting the strings and 

creating  the  chords.  The  most  common  left-hand 

technique  is  the  barre  chord.  In  a  barre  chord,  the 

index finger is used to press down on multiple strings 

at the same fret. This creates a full, rich sound.

Once  you  have  mastered  the  basic  techniques  of 

fingerstyle guitar,  you can start learning how to play 

songs. There are many resources available to help you 

learn  fingerstyle  songs,  including  books,  DVDs,  and 

online  lessons.  You  can  also  find  many  fingerstyle 

arrangements of popular songs online.

With a little practice, you can learn to play beautiful 

fingerstyle  guitar  music.  Fingerstyle  guitar  is  a 

rewarding and expressive style of guitar playing that 

can be enjoyed by guitarists of all levels.
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Fingerstyle Guitar Tips

 Start slowly and gradually increase your speed 

as  you  become  more  comfortable  with  the 

technique.

 Use a light touch when plucking the strings. This 

will  help  you  to  avoid  creating  harsh  or 

unwanted sounds.

 Experiment  with  different  picking  patterns  to 

create different sounds and textures.

 Practice  regularly  to  improve  your  fingerstyle 

guitar skills.

 Don't  be  afraid  to  make  mistakes.  Everyone 

makes  mistakes  when  they  are  learning 

something new. Just keep practicing and you will 

eventually master the technique.

The Benefits of Fingerstyle Guitar

 Fingerstyle guitar is a versatile style that can be 

used to play a wide variety of genres.
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 Fingerstyle guitar is a great way to improve your 

guitar playing skills.

 Fingerstyle guitar is a rewarding and expressive 

style of guitar playing.

 Fingerstyle guitar can be enjoyed by guitarists of 

all levels.
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 Chapter 1: The Art of Fingerstyle

 Mastering Right-Hand Technique

Mastering  right-hand  technique  is  essential  for 

fingerstyle guitarists. The right hand is responsible for 

plucking the strings, and the way you pluck them will 

greatly affect the sound of your playing.

There are a few basic right-hand techniques that every 

fingerstyle guitarist should master. These include:

 Fingerpicking: This is  the most common right-

hand  technique,  and  it  involves  using  your 

fingers  to  pluck  the  strings.  You  can  use  your 

index  finger,  middle  finger,  and  ring  finger  to 

pluck  the  strings,  and  you  can  use  different 

combinations  of  fingers  to  create  different 

sounds.

 Thumbpicking: This  technique  involves  using 

your thumb to pluck the strings. Thumbpicking is 
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often  used  for  bass  lines  or  for  creating  a 

percussive sound.

 Hybrid picking: This technique involves using a 

combination of fingerpicking and thumbpicking. 

Hybrid  picking  can  be  used  to  create  a  wide 

variety of sounds and textures.

Once you have mastered these basic  techniques,  you 

can  start  to  experiment  with  more  advanced  right-

hand techniques. These include:

 Slurs: A slur is a technique that involves sliding 

your finger from one string to another without 

plucking the string in between. Slurs can be used 

to create smooth, legato lines.

 Hammer-ons and pull-offs: A  hammer-on is  a 

technique that involves hitting a string with your 

finger so that it sounds without being plucked. A 

pull-off is  the opposite  of  a  hammer-on,  and it 

involves pulling your finger off a string so that it 

sounds without being plucked. Hammer-ons and 
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pull-offs  can  be  used  to  create  fast,  intricate 

melodies.

 Tapping: Tapping  is  a  technique  that  involves 

using  your  fingers  to  tap  the  strings  on  the 

fretboard.  Tapping  can  be  used  to  create  a 

variety  of  sounds,  from  percussive  rhythms  to 

soaring melodies.

Mastering  right-hand  technique  takes  time  and 

practice. But with patience and perseverance, you can 

develop the skills  you need to play fingerstyle guitar 

like a pro.

Here are a few tips for mastering right-hand technique:

 Start slowly and gradually increase your speed.

 Practice  different  right-hand  techniques  every 

day.

 Experiment  with  different  combinations  of 

fingers and strings.

 Listen to recordings of great fingerstyle guitarists 

and try to imitate their technique.
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 Most importantly, have fun!

With  a  little  practice,  you'll  be  able  to  master  right-

hand  technique  and  take  your  fingerstyle  guitar 

playing to the next level.
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Chapter 1: The Art of Fingerstyle

Developing Left-Hand Coordination

Left-hand  coordination  is  essential  for  fingerstyle 

guitar playing. It allows you to fret notes cleanly and 

accurately, and to create smooth and fluid transitions 

between  chords  and  melodies.  Developing  left-hand 

coordination takes time and practice, but there are a 

few exercises that can help you improve your skills.

One  of  the  best  exercises  for  developing  left-hand 

coordination is to practice playing scales. Scales are a 

series  of  notes  played  in  ascending  or  descending 

order. They are a great way to warm up your fingers 

and  to  work  on  your  fretting  technique.  When 

practicing scales, focus on keeping your fingers close to 

the frets and on fretting the notes cleanly.

Another helpful exercise is to practice playing chords. 

Chords are groups of notes played together. They are 

the foundation of fingerstyle guitar playing, and they 
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are used to create harmony and accompaniment. When 

practicing chords, focus on keeping your fingers in the 

correct position and on fretting the notes firmly.

Once  you  have  mastered  the  basics  of  scales  and 

chords,  you  can  start  practicing  more  advanced 

fingerstyle  techniques.  These  techniques  include 

hammer-ons,  pull-offs,  and  slides.  Hammer-ons  are 

when you fret  a  note  with  your  picking  hand while 

your  fretting  hand  is  already  fretting  another  note. 

Pull-offs  are  the  opposite  of  hammer-ons.  Slides  are 

when you move your finger from one fret to another 

while keeping the string pressed down.

Practicing these advanced techniques will help you to 

develop your left-hand coordination and to become a 

more proficient fingerstyle guitarist.

Here are some additional tips for developing left-hand 

coordination:
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 Use  a  light  touch. When fretting  notes,  use  a 

light touch to avoid muting the strings.

 Keep your fingers close to the frets. This will 

help you to fret notes cleanly and accurately.

 Practice regularly. The more you practice, the 

better your left-hand coordination will become.

 Be  patient. Developing  left-hand  coordination 

takes time and practice. Don't get discouraged if 

you  don't  see  results  immediately.  Just  keep 

practicing  and  you  will  eventually  see 

improvement.

With  a  little  practice,  you  can  develop  the  left-hand 

coordination you need to  become a  great  fingerstyle 

guitarist.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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