
Educating the Ignorant: A Call to Arms 

Against Mediocrity

Introduction

The American educational system is in crisis. Standards 

are  declining,  teachers  are  unqualified,  and students 

are falling behind. This is a national emergency, and it 

demands immediate action.

In this book, Pasquale De Marco takes a hard look at 

the problems facing our schools and offers a path to 

reform.  Pasquale  De  Marco  argues  that  we  need  to 

raise standards, improve teacher training, and increase 

parental involvement. We also need to invest in early 

childhood  education  and  provide  more  support  for 

students with disabilities.

These reforms will not be easy, but they are essential. 

The future of our country depends on the quality of our 
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education  system.  We  cannot  afford  to  fail  our 

children.

Educating  the  Ignorant:  A  Call  to  Arms  Against 

Mediocrity  is  a  call  to  action.  It  is  a  call  for  all 

stakeholders to work together to improve our schools. 

We  need  to  demand  more  from  our  teachers,  our 

students, and ourselves. We need to invest in education 

and make it a priority.

The future of our country depends on it.
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Book Description

Educating  the  Ignorant:  A  Call  to  Arms  Against 

Mediocrity is  a  comprehensive  analysis  of  the 

problems facing American education and a roadmap to 

reform. In this hard-hitting book, Pasquale De Marco 

argues  that  our  schools  are  failing  our  children and 

that  we  need  to  take  immediate  action  to  improve 

them.

Pasquale De Marco takes a close look at the challenges 

facing our schools,  including the decline of academic 

standards,  the  rise  of  unqualified  teachers,  and  the 

failure  of  school  leadership.  Pasquale  De  Marco  also 

examines  the  impact  of  poverty  and  inequality  on 

education  and  the  need  for  greater  parental 

involvement.

Educating  the  Ignorant is  a  call  to  action  for  all 

stakeholders in education. Pasquale De Marco argues 

that we need to demand more from our teachers, our 
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students, and ourselves. We need to invest in education 

and  make  it  a  priority.  The  future  of  our  country 

depends on it.

This  book is  essential  reading for  anyone who cares 

about the future of education in America. Pasquale De 

Marco  provides  a  clear-eyed  assessment  of  the 

challenges  facing  our  schools  and  offers  a  path  to 

reform.  Educating  the  Ignorant is  a  must-read  for 

parents,  teachers,  policymakers,  and  anyone  who 

wants to improve the quality of education in America. 
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Chapter 1: The Crisis in Education

The decline of academic standards

The decline of academic standards is a serious problem 

facing  the  American  educational  system.  In  recent 

years, there has been a noticeable drop in the quality of 

education provided by our schools. This is evident in 

the  declining  scores  on  standardized  tests,  the 

increasing number of students who are not proficient 

in  basic  skills,  and  the  growing  gap  between  the 

performance  of  American  students  and  students  in 

other developed countries.

There are a number of factors that have contributed to 

the  decline  of  academic  standards.  One  factor  is  the 

increasing focus  on standardized testing.  Schools  are 

now  under  pressure  to  raise  test  scores,  and  this 

pressure  has  led  to  a  narrowing  of  the  curriculum. 

Teachers are spending more time teaching to the test 
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and less time teaching the critical thinking skills that 

students need to succeed in college and the workplace.

Another factor that has contributed to the decline of 

academic standards is the lack of qualified teachers. In 

many schools, teachers are underpaid and overworked. 

They do not have the time or resources to provide the 

individualized  instruction  that  students  need  to 

succeed.

The decline of academic standards is a serious problem 

that needs to be addressed. We need to raise standards, 

improve  teacher  training,  and  increase  parental 

involvement. We also need to invest in early childhood 

education and provide more support for students with 

disabilities.

These reforms will not be easy, but they are essential. 

The future of our country depends on the quality of our 

education  system.  We  cannot  afford  to  fail  our 

children.
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Chapter 1: The Crisis in Education

The rise of unqualified teachers

One of the most serious problems facing our schools 

today is the rise of unqualified teachers. In many states, 

there is  a shortage of  qualified teachers,  and schools 

are being forced to hire teachers who do not meet the 

state's certification requirements.

There  are  a  number  of  reasons  for  the  teacher 

shortage. One reason is the low pay that teachers are 

paid. In many states, teachers are paid less than other 

professionals  with  similar  levels  of  education  and 

experience. This makes it difficult to attract and retain 

qualified teachers.

Another  reason  for  the  teacher  shortage  is  the 

increasing  number of  students  who are  entering  the 

school  system.  As  the  population  grows,  so  does  the 

demand for teachers. However, the supply of qualified 

teachers is not keeping pace with the demand.

7



The  rise  of  unqualified  teachers  has  a  number  of 

negative  consequences  for  students.  Unqualified 

teachers are less likely to be effective in the classroom. 

They may not have the knowledge or skills to teach the 

material,  and  they  may  not  be  able  to  manage  a 

classroom effectively. This can lead to students falling 

behind in their studies and losing interest in school.

In  addition,  unqualified  teachers  are  more  likely  to 

leave the profession. They may become discouraged by 

the challenges of teaching, or they may find that they 

are not able to meet the demands of the job. This can 

lead to a revolving door of teachers in schools, which 

can be disruptive to students' learning.

The rise of unqualified teachers is a serious problem 

that needs to be addressed. We need to find ways to 

attract and retain qualified teachers,  and we need to 

make  sure  that  all  teachers  are  prepared  to  teach 

effectively.
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Chapter 1: The Crisis in Education

The failure of school leadership

School leadership is a critical factor in student success. 

Unfortunately, many schools are led by principals who 

are not up to the task. These principals may lack the 

necessary skills and experience, or they may simply be 

overwhelmed by the demands of the job.

As a result, many schools are rudderless. There is no 

clear vision or direction, and teachers and students are 

left to fend for themselves. This can lead to a decline in 

academic standards, a lack of discipline, and a decrease 

in student motivation.

There  are  a  number  of  things  that  can  be  done  to 

improve school leadership. First, we need to raise the 

standards for principals. Principals should be required 

to have a master's degree in education and at least five 

years  of  teaching  experience.  They  should  also  be 

required to pass a rigorous certification exam.
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Second,  we  need  to  provide  principals  with  more 

support. Principals should have access to mentors and 

coaches who can help them develop their  leadership 

skills. They should also have the resources they need to 

be effective, such as adequate funding and professional 

development opportunities.

Finally,  we  need  to  hold  principals  accountable  for 

their  performance.  Principals  should  be  evaluated 

regularly, and those who are not meeting expectations 

should be removed from their positions.

By  taking  these  steps,  we  can  improve  school 

leadership  and create  a  better  learning environment 

for our students.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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