
They Walked in Berlin

Introduction

Berlin in the 1920s was a city of contrasts. It was a time 

of great economic and cultural prosperity, but also of 

political and social turmoil. The city was a magnet for 

artists,  writers,  and  intellectuals  from  all  over  the 

world,  but  it  was  also  home  to  a  growing  Nazi 

movement.

Joseph  Roth,  one  of  the  most  renowned  German 

correspondents of his age, arrived in Berlin in 1920. He 

was immediately  captivated by the city's  energy and 

excitement, but he was also disturbed by its dark side. 

In a series of impressionistic and political essays, Roth 

captured  the  spirit  of  Berlin  in  the  1920s.  His  work 

provides  a  unique  glimpse  into  a  city  that  was  both 

exhilarating and terrifying.
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Berlin  in  the  1920s  was  a  city  of  extremes.  It  was  a 

place of great beauty and culture, but also of poverty 

and crime. It was a city of hope and opportunity, but 

also of fear and uncertainty. Roth's essays capture all of 

these contradictions, and they offer a powerful portrait 

of a city that was on the brink of change.

Roth's work is essential reading for anyone interested 

in the history of Berlin,  the Weimar Republic,  or the 

rise of Nazism. His essays are a testament to the power 

of journalism to capture the spirit of a time and place. 

They are also a reminder of the importance of fighting 

for  democracy  and  freedom,  even  in  the  darkest  of 

times.

Roth's essays are full  of vivid descriptions of Berlin's 

streets, its people, and its atmosphere. He writes about 

the city's nightlife, its cabarets, its theaters, and its art 

galleries.  He  also  writes  about  the  city's  political 

turmoil,  the  rise  of  the  Nazi  Party,  and  the  growing 

sense of fear and uncertainty.
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Roth's essays are a valuable historical document,  but 

they are also a work of art. They are beautifully written 

and  full  of  insights  into  the  human  condition.  They 

offer  a  unique perspective  on a  city  that  was  at  the 

center of one of the most important periods in history.
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Book Description

In  They  Walked  in  Berlin,  readers  are  taken  on  a 

journey  through  the  vibrant  and  tumultuous  city  of 

Berlin in the 1920s. Through the eyes of Joseph Roth, 

one of the most renowned journalists of his time, we 

witness  the  city's  cultural  awakening,  political 

upheaval, and descent into darkness.

Roth's essays capture the essence of Berlin in the 1920s, 

a city pulsating with life and energy. He paints a vivid 

portrait  of  the  city's  streets,  its  people,  and  its 

atmosphere,  immersing  readers  in  the  city's  unique 

blend of glamour and grit.

But  Roth  also  delves  into  the  city's  darker  side, 

exposing the poverty, crime, and political unrest that 

plagued Berlin  in  the  aftermath of  World  War I.  He 

chronicles the rise of the Nazi Party, the growing sense 

of fear and uncertainty, and the erosion of democracy 

and freedom.
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They  Walked  in  Berlin  is  a  powerful  and  moving 

account of a city on the brink of change. Roth's essays 

are a testament to the power of journalism to capture 

the spirit of a time and place, and they offer a valuable 

historical  document  of  one  of  the  most  important 

periods in history.

But They Walked in Berlin is more than just a historical 

record. It is also a work of art, beautifully written and 

full of insights into the human condition. Roth's essays 

offer  a  unique perspective  on a  city  that  was  at  the 

center of one of the most important periods in history.

They Walked in Berlin is essential reading for anyone 

interested  in  the  history  of  Berlin,  the  Weimar 

Republic,  or the rise of  Nazism. It  is  also a powerful 

reminder of the importance of fighting for democracy 

and freedom, even in the darkest of times.
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Chapter 1: A New Beginning

The Arrival in Berlin

Joseph Roth arrived in  Berlin  in  1920,  a  young man 

from the provinces with a dream of becoming a writer. 

He was immediately captivated by the city's energy and 

excitement.  Berlin was a city of  contrasts,  a  place of 

great beauty and culture, but also of poverty and crime. 

It was a city of hope and opportunity, but also of fear 

and uncertainty.

Roth quickly found his place in Berlin's literary scene. 

He became a regular at the city's cafés and cabarets, 

where he met other writers, artists,  and intellectuals. 

He  also  began  to  write  for  various  newspapers  and 

magazines,  publishing  articles  and  essays  on  a  wide 

range of topics.

In his writings, Roth captured the spirit of Berlin in the 

1920s. He wrote about the city's nightlife, its cabarets, 

its theaters, and its art galleries. He also wrote about 
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the city's  political  turmoil,  the rise of the Nazi Party, 

and the growing sense of fear and uncertainty.

Roth's essays are a valuable historical document,  but 

they are also a work of art. They are beautifully written 

and  full  of  insights  into  the  human  condition.  They 

offer  a  unique perspective  on a  city  that  was  at  the 

center of one of the most important periods in history.

In  one  of  his  essays,  Roth  describes  his  arrival  in 

Berlin:

"I  arrived  in  Berlin  on  a  cold  winter  day  in 

1920. The city was covered in a thick blanket of 

snow, and the streets were filled with people 

hurrying to and fro. I was immediately struck 

by the city's energy and excitement.  It  was a 

place where anything seemed possible."

Roth goes  on to  describe his  first  impressions  of  the 

city:
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"Berlin was a city of contrasts. It was a place of 

great beauty and culture, but also of poverty 

and  crime.  It  was  a  city  of  hope  and 

opportunity, but also of fear and uncertainty. I 

was  immediately  drawn  to  the  city's  energy 

and excitement, but I was also disturbed by its 

dark side."

Roth's  essay  is  a  powerful  portrait  of  Berlin  in  the 

1920s.  It  is  a  city  that  is  both  exhilarating  and 

terrifying, a city that is on the brink of change.
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Chapter 1: A New Beginning

The Roaring Twenties in Berlin

The Roaring  Twenties  was  a  time of  great  economic 

and  cultural  prosperity  in  Berlin.  The  city  was  a 

magnet  for  artists,  writers,  and intellectuals  from all 

over the world. New art forms and styles emerged, and 

Berlin became a center of modernism.

One  of  the  most  striking  things  about  Berlin  in  the 

Roaring Twenties was its nightlife. The city was full of 

cabarets, dance halls, and bars. People from all walks 

of life came together to enjoy the music, the dancing, 

and the atmosphere.

The Roaring Twenties was also a time of great political 

and social  change.  The Weimar Republic  was  a  new 

and  fragile  democracy,  and  it  was  facing  many 

challenges. The economy was unstable, and there was a 

great deal of political unrest.
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Despite the challenges, Berlin in the Roaring Twenties 

was  a  city  of  hope  and  opportunity.  It  was  a  place 

where anything seemed possible. People from all over 

the world came to Berlin to start a new life and to make 

their dreams come true.

The Roaring Twenties came to an end with the stock 

market  crash  of  1929.  The  Great  Depression  had  a 

devastating impact on Berlin. The economy collapsed, 

and  unemployment  soared.  The  city's  cultural  and 

social life was also severely affected.

Despite  the  challenges,  the  spirit  of  Berlin  in  the 

Roaring Twenties lived on. The city continued to be a 

center of art, culture, and innovation. Berliners never 

gave up hope, and they eventually rebuilt their city.

The Dance of Light and Shadows

Berlin in the Roaring Twenties was a city of contrasts. It 

was a  place of  great  beauty and culture,  but  also  of 
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poverty  and  crime.  It  was  a  city  of  hope  and 

opportunity, but also of fear and uncertainty.

The city's  nightlife was a microcosm of this  contrast. 

The cabarets and dance halls were full of glamour and 

excitement,  but  they were also places of  danger and 

temptation. People from all walks of life came together 

to enjoy the music, the dancing, and the atmosphere, 

but they also came to escape the realities of everyday 

life.

The Roaring Twenties was a time of great change and 

upheaval. The Weimar Republic was a new and fragile 

democracy,  and  it  was  facing  many  challenges.  The 

economy was unstable, and there was a great deal of 

political unrest.

Despite the challenges, Berlin in the Roaring Twenties 

was  a  city  of  hope  and  opportunity.  It  was  a  place 

where anything seemed possible. People from all over 

the world came to Berlin to start a new life and to make 

their dreams come true.
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The Roaring Twenties came to an end with the stock 

market  crash  of  1929.  The  Great  Depression  had  a 

devastating impact on Berlin. The economy collapsed, 

and  unemployment  soared.  The  city's  cultural  and 

social life was also severely affected.

Despite  the  challenges,  the  spirit  of  Berlin  in  the 

Roaring Twenties lived on. The city continued to be a 

center of art, culture, and innovation. Berliners never 

gave up hope, and they eventually rebuilt their city.
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Chapter 1: A New Beginning

Joseph Roth's Early Life and Career

Joseph Roth was born in 1894 in Brody, a small town in 

Galicia, which was then part of the Austro-Hungarian 

Empire. His father was a merchant and his mother was 

a  schoolteacher.  Roth grew up in a  multilingual  and 

multicultural  environment,  and he was exposed to  a 

variety  of  different  cultures  and  traditions  from  an 

early age.

Roth  began  writing  poetry  and  short  stories  as  a 

teenager. After graduating from high school, he studied 

philosophy and German literature at the University of 

Vienna.  However,  he soon dropped out  of  university 

and  began  working  as  a  journalist.  Roth's  early 

journalism was often critical of the Austro-Hungarian 

government  and  society,  and  he  was  forced  to  flee 

Austria after being arrested for his writings.
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In  1920,  Roth  moved  to  Berlin,  where  he  quickly 

became one  of  the  most  respected  journalists  in  the 

city.  He  wrote  for  a  variety  of  newspapers  and 

magazines,  and  he  also  published  several  books, 

including  "Hotel  Savoy"  and  "The  Radetzky  March." 

Roth's work was often praised for its insights into the 

human  condition  and  its  evocative  descriptions  of 

Berlin life.

Roth was a complex and contradictory figure. He was a 

brilliant writer and a gifted journalist, but he was also 

a heavy drinker and a gambler. He was also a political 

activist, and he was involved in a number of left-wing 

organizations. Roth's life was cut short in 1939, when 

he died of tuberculosis at the age of 44.

Despite his short life, Roth left behind a body of work 

that continues to be read and admired today. His essays 

on Berlin in the 1920s are essential reading for anyone 

interested  in  the  history  of  the  city  or  the  Weimar 

Republic.

14



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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