
A Colonial History of Nevis

Introduction

Nevis, a small island in the Caribbean, has a rich and 

fascinating history. Inhabited by indigenous people for 

centuries,  the  island  was  first  encountered  by 

Europeans in the late 15th century. The arrival of the 

Europeans brought about a profound transformation of 

Nevis,  as  the  island  was  rapidly  transformed  into  a 

sugar plantation economy, fueled by the forced labor of 

enslaved Africans.

The  sugar  industry  dominated  Nevis's  economy  and 

society  for  centuries.  The  island's  fertile  soil  and 

favorable climate made it  an ideal location for sugar 

cultivation, and the island quickly became one of the 

most important sugar-producing islands in the British 

West Indies. However, the sugar industry also brought 

with  it  a  dark  side,  as  the  enslaved  Africans  who 
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worked on the plantations were subjected to appalling 

conditions and brutal treatment.

In the 19th century,  the abolition of  slavery and the 

subsequent  emancipation  of  the  enslaved  Africans 

brought about a new era in Nevis's history. The freed 

slaves faced many challenges as they sought to build 

new  lives  for  themselves,  but  they  also  began  to 

develop a sense of political consciousness and a desire 

for self-determination.

The  20th  century  saw  Nevis  achieve  independence 

from Britain  and  become a  self-governing  state.  The 

island  has  since  faced  a  number  of  challenges, 

including economic downturns and natural  disasters. 

However, Nevis has also made significant progress in 

recent years,  and the island is now a popular tourist 

destination with a growing economy.

Nevis's history is a complex and multifaceted one, and 

it is a story that is still  being written. The island has 

faced many challenges over the years, but it has also 
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shown  great  resilience  and  determination.  As  Nevis 

looks  to  the  future,  it  is  clear  that  the  island  has  a 

bright future ahead of it.
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Book Description

A Colonial History of Nevis is a comprehensive and 

engaging  exploration  of  the  rich  and  multifaceted 

history  of  the  Caribbean  island  of  Nevis.  From  the 

arrival of the indigenous people to the present day, this 

book delves  into  the  key  events,  people,  and themes 

that have shaped Nevis's unique history.

Readers will learn about the first European settlers and 

the  establishment  of  a  sugar  plantation  economy,  as 

well as the devastating impact of the slave trade and 

the resistance of the indigenous people and enslaved 

Africans.  The  book  also  examines  the  abolition  of 

slavery and the challenges faced by the freed slaves, as 

well as the island's struggle for independence and its 

subsequent development as a tourist destination.

A Colonial History of Nevis is a valuable resource for 

anyone  interested  in  the  history  of  the  Caribbean, 

colonialism, and the African diaspora. With its detailed 
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research, insightful analysis, and vivid storytelling, this 

book  brings  the  past  to  life  and  provides  a  deeper 

understanding of the forces that have shaped Nevis's 

present.

Key Features:

 Explores the key events,  people,  and themes in 

Nevis's  history,  from  the  arrival  of  the 

indigenous people to the present day

 Examines the impact of European colonization, 

the slave trade, and the abolition of slavery

 Discusses Nevis's struggle for independence and 

its  subsequent  development  as  a  tourist 

destination

 Provides a rich and detailed account of Nevis's 

social, economic, and political development

A Colonial  History of  Nevis is  essential  reading for 

anyone  interested  in  the  history  of  the  Caribbean, 

colonialism, and the African diaspora. 
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Chapter  1:  The  Indigenous  People  of 

Nevis

The Indigenous People of Nevis

The  indigenous  people  of  Nevis  were  the  first 

inhabitants  of  the  island.  They  are  believed  to  have 

arrived  from  South  America  around  2000  BC.  The 

indigenous  people  of  Nevis  were  a  peaceful  and 

agricultural  people  who lived in  small  villages.  They 

grew crops such as cassava, sweet potatoes, and maize, 

and they also fished and hunted.

The indigenous people of Nevis had a rich culture and 

a strong spiritual tradition. They believed in a creator 

god and in a pantheon of lesser gods and spirits. They 

also had a number of religious rituals and ceremonies, 

including  a  harvest  festival  and  a  rainmaking 

ceremony.

The arrival of the Europeans in the 15th century had a 

devastating impact on the indigenous people of Nevis. 
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The  Europeans  brought  with  them  diseases,  such  as 

smallpox and measles, to which the indigenous people 

had  no  immunity.  The  Europeans  also  enslaved  the 

indigenous people and forced them to work on their 

plantations.

As a result of these factors, the indigenous population 

of  Nevis  declined  rapidly.  By  the  17th  century,  the 

indigenous people had been virtually wiped out. Today, 

there are no indigenous people living on Nevis.

* The Kalinago People

The Kalinago people were one of the main indigenous 

groups in Nevis. They are believed to have migrated to 

the island from the Lesser Antilles around 1000 AD. The 

Kalinago people were a fierce and warlike people who 

were known for their skill in warfare. They were also 

skilled fishermen and farmers.

The Kalinago people had a complex social and political 

organization. They lived in villages led by a chief. The 
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chief was responsible for leading the village in war and 

peace  and  for  settling  disputes.  The  Kalinago  people 

also had a council of elders who advised the chief.

The Kalinago people were skilled craftsmen and artists. 

They  made  pottery,  baskets,  and  other  objects  from 

natural materials. They also carved intricate designs on 

wood and stone.

* The Arawak People

The  Arawak  people  were  another  major  indigenous 

group in Nevis. They are believed to have arrived on 

the  island  from  South  America  around  500  AD.  The 

Arawak people were a peaceful and agricultural people 

who lived in small villages.  They grew crops such as 

cassava,  sweet  potatoes,  and  maize,  and  they  also 

fished and hunted.

The  Arawak people  had  a  rich  culture  and  a  strong 

spiritual tradition. They believed in a creator god and 

in a pantheon of lesser gods and spirits. They also had a 
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number of religious rituals and ceremonies, including a 

harvest festival and a rainmaking ceremony.

The Arawak people were skilled craftsmen and artists. 

They  made  pottery,  baskets,  and  other  objects  from 

natural materials. They also carved intricate designs on 

wood and stone.

* The European Colonization of Nevis

The European colonization of Nevis began in the late 

15th  century.  The  first  Europeans  to  arrive  on  the 

island were Spanish explorers.  However,  the Spanish 

did not establish a permanent settlement on Nevis.

In the early 17th century, English and French settlers 

arrived  on  Nevis.  The  English  and  French  quickly 

established sugar plantations on the island. The sugar 

plantations were worked by enslaved Africans.

The European colonization of Nevis had a devastating 

impact  on  the  indigenous  people.  The  Europeans 

brought  with  them  diseases,  such  as  smallpox  and 
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measles,  to  which  the  indigenous  people  had  no 

immunity. The Europeans also enslaved the indigenous 

people and forced them to work on their plantations.

As a result of these factors, the indigenous population 

of  Nevis  declined  rapidly.  By  the  17th  century,  the 

indigenous people had been virtually wiped out. Today, 

there are no indigenous people living on Nevis.

10



Chapter  1:  The  Indigenous  People  of 

Nevis

The Kalinago People

The Kalinago people,  also known as the Caribs,  were 

the original inhabitants of Nevis. They were a seafaring 

people  who  had  migrated  to  the  island  from  South 

America sometime before the arrival of the Europeans. 

The Kalinago were skilled fishermen and farmers, and 

they lived in small villages along the coast. They were 

also  skilled  warriors,  and  they  fiercely  resisted  the 

attempts of the Europeans to colonize the island.

The Kalinago were a proud and independent people, 

and they had a rich culture and history.  They had a 

complex system of government and religion, and they 

were skilled in arts and crafts. The Kalinago were also 

known for their hospitality, and they often welcomed 

European visitors to their villages.
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However,  the  arrival  of  the  Europeans  had  a 

devastating  impact  on  the  Kalinago  people.  The 

Europeans  brought  with  them  diseases,  such  as 

smallpox and measles, which decimated the Kalinago 

population. The Europeans also enslaved the Kalinago 

and  forced  them  to  work  on  their  plantations.  As  a 

result  of  these  factors,  the  Kalinago  population 

declined rapidly, and by the end of the 17th century, 

they had virtually disappeared from Nevis.

The Kalinago people were a resilient and resourceful 

people, and they left behind a legacy of strength and 

determination.  Their  story  is  a  reminder  of  the 

importance  of  preserving  indigenous  cultures  and 

traditions.

* Additional Information

The  Kalinago  people  were  skilled  navigators  and 

fishermen. They used canoes to travel between islands 

and to fish in the surrounding waters. They were also 
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skilled  farmers,  and  they  grew  a  variety  of  crops, 

including corn, cassava, and sweet potatoes.

The  Kalinago  people  had  a  complex  system  of 

government and religion. They were ruled by a chief, 

who was assisted by a council of elders. They also had a 

system  of  religious  beliefs  and  practices,  which 

included the worship of a creator god and a number of 

other deities.

The  Kalinago  people  were  skilled  in  arts  and  crafts. 

They  made  pottery,  baskets,  and  other  items  from 

natural  materials.  They were also  skilled in  weaving 

and dyeing, and they produced beautiful textiles.

The Kalinago people were a hospitable people, and they 

often  welcomed  European  visitors  to  their  villages. 

They  would  offer  them  food  and  shelter,  and  they 

would often share stories and legends with them.
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Chapter  1:  The  Indigenous  People  of 

Nevis

The Arawak People

The  Arawak  people  were  one  of  the  first  groups  of 

indigenous people to inhabit Nevis. They arrived on the 

island  from  South  America  around  1000  CE.  The 

Arawak were a peaceful and agricultural people, and 

they lived in small villages along the coast. They grew 

crops such as maize, cassava, and sweet potatoes, and 

they also fished and hunted.

The Arawak were skilled craftspeople, and they made 

pottery, basketry, and textiles.  They were also skilled 

navigators,  and  they  traveled  throughout  the 

Caribbean  in  their  canoes.  The  Arawak  had  a  rich 

culture and religion, and they believed in a creator god 

named Yocahú.

The Arawak lived on Nevis for centuries, but their lives 

were disrupted by the arrival of the Europeans in the 
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late 15th century.  The Europeans brought with them 

diseases, such as smallpox and measles, to which the 

Arawak  had  no  immunity.  The  Arawak  were  also 

enslaved by the Europeans,  and many of  them were 

forced to work on sugar plantations.

The Arawak population on Nevis declined rapidly after 

the arrival of the Europeans. By the 17th century, there 

were  only  a  few hundred Arawak remaining  on the 

island. The Arawak were eventually absorbed into the 

general  population  of  Nevis,  and  their  culture  and 

language disappeared.

However,  the Arawak people  left  a  lasting legacy on 

Nevis. Their place names, such as Yacabú and Coiaba, 

are  still  used  today.  And their  agricultural  practices, 

such as the cultivation of maize and cassava, continue 

to be important to the island's economy.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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