
English Literature: A Detailed Overview

Introduction

This  book is  a  comprehensive  guide  to  the  world  of 

English literature. It covers everything from the origins 

of  the  novel  to  the  latest  trends  in  contemporary 

fiction. In between, we'll  explore the major genres of 

the  novel,  the  role  of  the  novel  in  society,  and  the 

different ways that critics have approached the novel.

We'll begin with a look at the birth of the novel. The 

novel, as we know it today, is a relatively new genre, 

emerging in the 18th century. However, its roots can be 

traced back to much earlier forms of storytelling. We'll 

explore the origins of the novel in the oral tradition, 

the medieval romance, and the Renaissance novella.

Once we have a solid understanding of the origins of 

the novel,  we'll  turn our attention to the elements of 
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the novel. What makes a novel a novel? What are the 

essential ingredients that every novel must have? We'll 

discuss  plot,  character,  setting,  theme,  and style,  and 

we'll see how these elements work together to create a 

successful novel.

With a firm grasp of the elements of the novel,  we'll 

then move on to explore the major genres of the novel. 

There are many different genres of novels, each with 

its  own  unique  set  of  conventions  and  expectations. 

We'll discuss the realist novel, the historical novel, the 

romance novel, the detective novel, the science fiction 

novel, and many others.

The novel is not just a form of entertainment. It is also 

a  powerful  force  for  social  change.  Novels  can raise 

awareness  of  important  issues,  challenge  our 

assumptions, and change the way we think about the 

world.  We'll  explore the role  of  the novel  in society, 

and we'll see how novels have been used to promote 
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social justice, challenge political oppression, and foster 

cultural understanding.

Finally, we'll turn our attention to the novel in the 21st 

century. The novel is constantly evolving, and the 21st 

century has seen some of the most significant changes 

in the history of the genre. We'll explore the rise of the 

digital novel, the impact of social media on the novel, 

and  the  future  of  the  novel  in  an  increasingly 

globalized world.

Whether you're a lifelong lover of novels or you're just 

starting to explore this fascinating genre, I hope you'll 

find something to enjoy in this book.
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Book Description

English  Literature:  A  Detailed  Overview is  the 

definitive guide to English literature. Written by a team 

of  leading  scholars,  it  provides  a  comprehensive 

overview  of  the  novel,  from  its  origins  in  the  18th 

century to its latest developments in the 21st century.

English  Literature:  A  Detailed Overview covers  all 

aspects of the novel, including its major genres, its role 

in  society,  and  the  different  ways  that  critics  have 

approached it.  It  is  the perfect resource for students, 

scholars, and anyone who loves to read novels.

In English Literature: A Detailed Overview, you will 

learn about:

 The origins of the novel

 The elements of the novel

 The major genres of the novel

 The role of the novel in society
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 The different ways that critics have approached 

the novel

 The novel in the 21st century

English Literature: A Detailed Overview is written in 

a  clear  and  engaging  style,  and  it  is  packed  with 

insights from leading scholars. It is the perfect resource 

for anyone who wants to learn more about the novel.

Whether you're a lifelong lover of novels or you're 

just  starting  to  explore  this  fascinating  genre, 

English  Literature:  A  Detailed  Overview  has 

something for you. 
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Chapter 1: The Birth of the Novel

The origins of the novel

The  novel,  as  we  know  it  today,  is  a  relatively  new 

genre, emerging in the 18th century. However, its roots 

can  be  traced  back  to  much  earlier  forms  of 

storytelling.

One of the earliest precursors to the novel is the oral 

tradition. Stories have been told orally for thousands of 

years, and many of the elements that we now associate 

with the novel, such as plot, character, and setting, can 

be found in oral stories.

Another  precursor  to  the  novel  is  the  medieval 

romance. Medieval romances were often long, complex 

stories that told of the adventures of knights and ladies. 

They were often full of action, adventure, and love, and 

they helped to shape the development of the novel.

The  Renaissance  novella  is  another  important 

precursor  to  the  novel.  Novellas  were  shorter  than 
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romances, and they often focused on a single event or 

character.  They  were  often  more  realistic  than 

romances, and they helped to bridge the gap between 

the oral tradition and the novel.

The novel,  as we know it today, emerged in the 18th 

century.  The  first  novels  were  often  long,  complex 

stories that told of the lives of ordinary people. They 

were often written in a realistic style, and they often 

explored social and political issues.

Some  of  the  earliest  novels  include  Samuel 

Richardson's  Pamela  (1740),  Henry  Fielding's  Tom 

Jones  (1749),  and  Jane  Austen's  Pride  and  Prejudice 

(1813). These novels helped to establish the novel as a 

major literary genre, and they continue to be read and 

enjoyed today.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of the Novel

The early novel in England

The early novel in England emerged in the 17th and 

18th  centuries,  during  a  time  of  great  social  and 

political change. The rise of the middle class and the 

development  of  new  printing  technologies  created  a 

new audience for popular literature.

One  of  the  earliest  examples  of  the  English  novel  is 

Robinson Crusoe by  Daniel  Defoe,  published in  1719. 

Robinson  Crusoe is  a  story  about  a  man  who  is 

shipwrecked  on  a  desert  island  and  must  learn  to 

survive on his own. The novel was a huge success, and 

it helped to establish the novel as a popular genre.

Other  early  English  novelists  include  Samuel 

Richardson,  Henry  Fielding,  and  Laurence  Sterne. 

Richardson's  novel  Pamela (1740)  is  a  story  about  a 

young  servant  girl  who  resists  the  advances  of  her 

master.  Fielding's  novel  Tom  Jones (1749)  is  a 
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picaresque  novel  that  follows  the  adventures  of  a 

young  man  as  he  travels  through  England.  Sterne's 

novel  Tristram Shandy (1759) is a satirical novel that 

experiments with narrative form.

The  early  English  novel  was  a  diverse  and  vibrant 

genre. It reflected the social and political changes of the 

time, and it  helped to establish the novel as a major 

form of literary expression.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of the Novel

The rise of the novel in the 18th century

The  18th  century  was  a  watershed  moment  in  the 

history  of  the  novel.  During  this  time,  the  novel 

emerged as a dominant literary form, and it began to 

take on the shape that we know today.

There were a number of factors that contributed to the 

rise of the novel in the 18th century. One factor was the 

rise of the middle class. As the middle class grew in size 

and  prosperity,  it  began  to  demand  a  new  kind  of 

literature that reflected its own values and experiences. 

The novel was perfectly suited to meet this demand, as 

it  could  provide  a  realistic  and detailed  portrayal  of 

everyday life.

Another factor that contributed to the rise of the novel 

was  the  development  of  the  printing  press.  The 

printing press made it possible to produce books more 

quickly  and  cheaply  than  ever  before,  which  made 
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them  more  accessible  to  the  general  public.  This,  in 

turn, led to a boom in the publishing industry, and the 

novel was one of the main beneficiaries of this boom.

The 18th century also saw the rise of the concept of the 

author  as  a  genius.  Prior  to  this  time,  authors  were 

often seen as mere craftsmen, but in the 18th century 

they began to be seen as creative geniuses. This new 

status gave authors more freedom to experiment with 

new forms and styles of writing, and the novel was one 

of the main beneficiaries of this newfound freedom.

As a result of these factors, the novel flourished in the 

18th century. Some of the most famous and influential 

novels  of  all  time  were  written  during  this  period, 

including  Robinson  Crusoe by  Daniel  Defoe, 

Gulliver's Travels by Jonathan Swift, and  Tom Jones 

by Henry Fielding. These novels helped to establish the 

novel as a major literary form, and they continue to be 

read and enjoyed by readers today. 

11



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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