
The Resilient South: Life and Politics in 

a Changing Landscape

Introduction

The South is a region of the United States that has a 

unique and complex history,  culture,  and politics.  In 

recent  years,  the  South  has  undergone  a  period  of 

significant change,  and this change is  reflected in all 

aspects  of  Southern  life,  from  the  economy  to  the 

environment to the political landscape.

One of the most important changes that the South has 

experienced is the growth of the service sector. In the 

past,  the South was primarily  an agricultural  region, 

but today, the service sector is the largest part of the 

Southern economy. This shift has led to a number of 

changes in the South, including the growth of cities and 

the decline of rural areas.
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Another major change that the South has experienced 

is the rise of the tech industry. In the past, the South 

was  not  known  for  its  technology  sector,  but  today, 

there  are  a  number  of  major  tech  companies 

headquartered in the South. This growth has led to a 

number of changes in the South, including the influx of 

young,  educated  workers  and  the  rise  of  new 

industries.

The South has also experienced a number of political 

changes in recent years. In the past, the South was a 

solidly Democratic region, but today, the South is more 

politically diverse. This change is due to a number of 

factors, including the growth of the Republican Party in 

the South and the influx of new residents from other 

parts of the country.

The South is also facing a number of challenges. One of 

the most pressing challenges is poverty. The South has 

the highest  poverty  rate  of  any region in  the United 

States, and this poverty is concentrated in rural areas. 
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Another major challenge facing the South is the lack of 

affordable  housing.  The  cost  of  housing  has  risen 

rapidly in recent years, and this has made it difficult 

for many people to afford a decent place to live.

Despite these challenges, the South is a region with a 

bright  future.  The  South  has  a  number  of  strengths, 

including a strong economy, a diverse population, and 

a rich culture. With continued investment in education 

and infrastructure, the South can continue to grow and 

prosper.
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Book Description

The Resilient South: Life and Politics in a Changing 

Landscape is a comprehensive and insightful look at 

the  changing  South.  This  timely  and important  book 

explores the region's  unique history,  culture,  politics, 

and economy, and it provides a roadmap for the future 

of the South.

In recent years, the South has undergone a period of 

significant  change.  The  region's  economy has  shifted 

from agriculture to services, and the tech industry has 

emerged as a major force. The South's population has 

also become more diverse, and the political landscape 

has become more complex.

These changes have created a number of challenges for 

the  South,  including  poverty,  inequality,  and 

environmental  degradation.  However,  the  South  also 

has a number of strengths, including a strong economy, 

a  diverse  population,  and  a  rich  culture.  With 
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continued investment in education and infrastructure, 

the South can continue to grow and prosper.

The Resilient South: Life and Politics in a Changing 

Landscape is essential reading for anyone who wants 

to understand the changing South. This book provides a 

comprehensive  overview  of  the  region's  history, 

culture, politics, and economy, and it offers a roadmap 

for the future of the South.

The Resilient South: Life and Politics in a Changing 

Landscape is written by Pasquale De Marco, a leading 

expert  on the South.  Pasquale  De Marco has  written 

extensively about the region's history, culture, politics, 

and  economy.  Pasquale  De  Marco  is  a  frequent 

commentator  on  Southern  issues,  and  Pasquale  De 

Marco's  work  has  been  published  in  a  variety  of 

academic and popular publications.

The Resilient South: Life and Politics in a Changing 

Landscape is  a  valuable  resource  for  anyone  who 

wants to understand the changing South. This book is a 
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must-read  for  policymakers,  business  leaders,  and 

community  activists.  It  is  also  an  essential  read  for 

anyone  who  is  interested  in  the  history,  culture,  or 

politics of the South. 
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Chapter 1: The Resurgence of Southern 

Identity

1. The Changing Demographics of the South

The South is  a  region that  has undergone significant 

demographic  changes in recent  years.  These changes 

have been driven by a number of factors, including the 

growth of the Hispanic population, the influx of new 

residents from other parts of the country, and the aging 

of the population.

One of the most notable demographic changes in the 

South has been the growth of the Hispanic population. 

In 2000, there were 9.6 million Hispanics living in the 

South. By 2010, that number had grown to 16.9 million. 

This growth has been driven by a number of factors, 

including the high birth rate among Hispanics and the 

influx of new immigrants from Latin America.

Another major demographic change in the South has 

been the influx of new residents from other parts of the 
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country. In the past, the South was a region that people 

left  in  search  of  better  opportunities.  However,  in 

recent years, the South has become a more attractive 

place  to  live  and  work.  This  is  due  to  a  number  of 

factors, including the growth of the tech industry in the 

South and the lower cost of living.

The  South  is  also  experiencing  an  aging  population. 

The number of people over the age of 65 in the South is 

growing faster than the number of people under the 

age of 18. This is due to a number of factors, including 

the  aging  of  the  baby  boomer  generation  and  the 

increasing longevity of Americans.

These  demographic  changes  are  having  a  significant 

impact  on  the  South.  The  growth  of  the  Hispanic 

population  is  changing  the  face  of  the  South  and 

making it  more  diverse.  The influx of  new residents 

from other parts of the country is bringing new ideas 

and  perspectives  to  the  South.  And  the  aging 
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population is putting a strain on the South's healthcare 

and social services.

These  demographic  changes  are  also  having  a 

significant impact on the South's politics. The growth of 

the  Hispanic  population  is  making  the  South  more 

Democratic.  The  influx  of  new  residents  from  other 

parts  of  the  country  is  making  the  South  more 

politically diverse. And the aging population is putting 

a strain on the South's budget.

These demographic changes are a major challenge for 

the South. However, they are also an opportunity for 

the South to become a more vibrant and prosperous 

region.
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Chapter 1: The Resurgence of Southern 

Identity

2. The Rise of Southern Pride

In recent years, there has been a rise in Southern pride, 

a sense of belonging and connection to the South and 

its culture. This is due in part to a number of factors, 

including  the  growing  popularity  of  Southern  food, 

music, and literature, as well as the increasing number 

of people moving to the South from other parts of the 

country.

One of the most visible signs of  the rise of  Southern 

pride  is  the  increasing  popularity  of  Southern  food. 

Southern  cuisine  is  known  for  its  bold  flavors  and 

hearty dishes, and it has become increasingly popular 

in recent years, both in the South and in other parts of 

the country. This is due in part to the work of Southern 

chefs, who have helped to elevate Southern cuisine to 

new heights.
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Another  sign  of  the  rise  of  Southern  pride  is  the 

increasing  popularity  of  Southern  music.  Southern 

music,  which includes genres such as country,  blues, 

and  rock,  has  a  long  and  rich  history,  and  it  has 

influenced American music as a whole. In recent years, 

there  has  been  a  resurgence  of  interest  in  Southern 

music,  and  many Southern  musicians  have  achieved 

national and international success.

Finally, the rise of Southern pride is also evident in the 

increasing popularity of Southern literature. Southern 

literature has a long and distinguished history, and it 

has produced some of the most acclaimed writers in 

American  history.  In  recent  years,  there  has  been  a 

resurgence of interest in Southern literature, and many 

Southern  writers  have  achieved  national  and 

international success.

The rise of Southern pride is a positive development for 

the South. It is a sign that the South is becoming more 

confident  and  self-assured,  and  it  is  a  sign  that  the 
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South is  increasingly being recognized for its  unique 

culture and contributions to American society.
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Chapter 1: The Resurgence of Southern 

Identity

3.  The Impact  of  Globalization on Southern 

Culture

Globalization has had a profound impact on Southern 

culture. In the past, the South was a relatively isolated 

region, but today, the South is connected to the rest of 

the world in a way that it has never been before. This 

has led to a number of changes in Southern culture, 

both positive and negative.

One of  the most  positive  impacts  of  globalization on 

Southern culture has been the increased awareness of 

Southern  culture  around  the  world.  In  the  past, 

Southern  culture  was  often  seen  as  backward  and 

unsophisticated,  but  today,  Southern  culture  is 

celebrated for its unique and vibrant qualities. This is 

due  in  part  to  the  increased  popularity  of  Southern 

food, music, and literature.
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Another positive impact of  globalization on Southern 

culture  has  been  the  increased  opportunities  for 

Southerners to travel and experience other cultures. In 

the past, Southerners were less likely to travel outside 

of the South, but today, Southerners are more likely to 

travel both domestically and internationally. This has 

led to a greater appreciation of diversity and a more 

open-minded attitude towards different cultures.

However,  globalization  has  also  had  some  negative 

impacts on Southern culture. One of the most negative 

impacts  has  been  the  loss  of  traditional  Southern 

values. In the past, the South was known for its strong 

sense of community and family, but today, these values 

are  eroding.  This  is  due  in  part  to  the  increased 

individualism  and  materialism  that  has  come  with 

globalization.

Another negative impact of globalization on Southern 

culture  has  been  the  loss  of  local  businesses.  In  the 

past, the South was home to a number of small, locally-
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owned  businesses,  but  today,  these  businesses  are 

being replaced by large, national chains. This has led to 

a loss of diversity and a more homogenized culture.

Overall,  globalization  has  had  a  mixed  impact  on 

Southern  culture.  While  it  has  led  to  some  positive 

changes, it has also led to some negative changes. It is 

important to be aware of both the positive and negative 

impacts of globalization so that we can make informed 

decisions about how to shape the future of  Southern 

culture.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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