
The Long Road to West

Introduction

The road stretched out before them, a ribbon of asphalt 

winding  its  way  through  the  vast  expanse  of  the 

American landscape. It was Route 66, the Mother Road, 

a highway that had witnessed the hopes and dreams of 

countless travelers over the years.

For some, it was a path to a new beginning, a chance to 

escape the hardships of the Dust Bowl and start over in 

the  golden  state  of  California.  For  others,  it  was  a 

journey of self-discovery, an opportunity to explore the 

hidden corners of America and find their place in the 

world.

No matter their reasons for traveling, Route 66 had a 

profound impact on all who passed through. It was a 

road  that  connected  people  from  all  walks  of  life,  a 
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place  where  strangers  became  friends  and  shared 

stories of their lives.

In this  book,  we will  take a journey down Route 66, 

exploring the history, culture, and legacy of this iconic 

highway.  We will  meet  the  people  who traveled  the 

road, hear their stories, and learn about the challenges 

they faced. We will also explore the towns and cities 

that sprang up along Route 66, and discover the unique 

attractions that make this road so special.

Whether you are a history buff, a road trip enthusiast, 

or simply someone who loves a good story, this book is 

sure to captivate you. So sit back, relax, and let us take 

you on a journey down Route 66, the Mother Road.

Route 66 is more than just a road; it is a symbol of the 

American spirit. It is a reminder of the resilience of the 

human spirit, and the power of hope to overcome even 

the greatest challenges.
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Book Description

The Long Road to West is a fascinating exploration of 

the history, culture, and legacy of Route 66, the Mother 

Road  of  America.  This  comprehensive  book  takes 

readers  on  a  journey  down  this  iconic  highway, 

revealing the stories of the people who traveled it, the 

towns and cities that sprang up along its path, and the 

unique attractions that make it so special.

Pasquale De Marco brings Route 66 to life with vivid 

descriptions  and  captivating  anecdotes.  Readers  will 

learn about the Dust Bowl refugees who traveled west 

in search of a better life,  the Okies who struggled to 

find  their  place  in  California,  and  the  hippies  who 

made Route 66 a symbol of counterculture. They will 

also discover the many roadside attractions that have 

made Route 66 famous, from the Cadillac Ranch to the 

Blue Swallow Motel.
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The Long Road to West is more than just a travelogue; 

it  is  a  celebration  of  the  American  spirit.  It  is  a 

reminder of the resilience of the human spirit and the 

power  of  hope  to  overcome  even  the  greatest 

challenges. Whether you are a history buff, a road trip 

enthusiast, or simply someone who loves a good story, 

this book is sure to captivate you.

In this book, you will:

 Discover  the  fascinating  history  of  Route  66, 

from its early days as a dirt road to its heyday as 

a major highway.

 Meet the colorful characters who traveled Route 

66, from Dust Bowl refugees to Okies to hippies.

 Learn about the towns and cities that sprang up 

along Route 66, and the unique attractions that 

make them worth a visit.

 Experience  the  culture  of  Route  66,  from  the 

roadside diners to the honky-tonk bars.
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 Understand the legacy of  Route 66,  and why it 

continues to hold a special place in the hearts of 

Americans.

The Long Road to West is the definitive guide to Route 

66.  It  is  a  must-read  for  anyone  who  loves  history, 

travel, or Americana. 
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Chapter 1: The Mother Road

Route 66: A Journey Through Time

Route  66,  also  known  as  the  Mother  Road,  holds  a 

significant  place  in  American  history  and  culture.  It 

was established in 1926 and stretched over 2,400 miles, 

connecting Chicago, Illinois, to Los Angeles, California. 

Route 66 served as a crucial artery for transportation, 

commerce, and migration, witnessing countless stories 

of hope, struggle, and transformation.

During  the  Great  Depression,  Route  66  became  a 

lifeline for many Americans seeking a fresh start. The 

Dust  Bowl,  a  devastating  drought  that  ravaged  the 

Southern  Plains,  forced  thousands  of  families  to 

abandon  their  farms  and  embark  on  a  westward 

journey  in  search  of  better  opportunities.  Route  66 

became their path to a new beginning, carrying their 

dreams and aspirations.
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Along  the  way,  Route  66  became  a  melting  pot  of 

cultures  and  traditions.  Travelers  from  diverse 

backgrounds  crossed  paths  at  roadside  diners,  gas 

stations,  and  motels.  The  exchange  of  stories, 

experiences, and perspectives fostered a sense of unity 

and camaraderie among people from all walks of life.

Route 66 also played a pivotal role in shaping American 

popular  culture.  It  was  immortalized  in  songs, 

literature, and films, becoming an enduring symbol of 

adventure, freedom, and the pursuit of the American 

Dream.  The  road  attracted  countless  tourists  and 

enthusiasts, eager to experience the unique charm and 

allure that Route 66 had to offer.

In the latter half of the 20th century, the construction 

of  the  Interstate  Highway System gradually  replaced 

Route  66  as  the  primary  transportation  route. 

However, the Mother Road's legacy remained strong. In 

1985,  Congress  designated  Route  66  as  a  National 

Historic  Trail,  recognizing  its  cultural  and  historical 

7



significance.  Today,  Route  66  continues  to  captivate 

travelers and history buffs alike, offering a glimpse into 

America's past and the enduring spirit of its people.

Whether it's exploring the remnants of old gas stations 

and diners,  visiting museums dedicated to Route 66's 

history, or simply driving along the road and soaking in 

the scenery, Route 66 offers a unique and unforgettable 

journey through time. It's a road that invites travelers 

to connect with the past,  appreciate the present,  and 

embrace the possibilities of the future.
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Chapter 1: The Mother Road

The People of Route 66

The  people  who  traveled  Route  66  were  a  diverse 

group, united by their shared journey. They came from 

all  walks of life and from all  corners of the country. 

There  were  farmers  and  ranchers  fleeing  the  Dust 

Bowl, families seeking a new start, and young people 

looking for adventure.

Some of the most famous people who traveled Route 66 

include  John  Steinbeck,  who  wrote  about  his 

experiences  in  The  Grapes  of  Wrath,  and  Woody 

Guthrie, who wrote the song "This Land Is Your Land." 

But the vast majority of people who traveled the road 

were  ordinary  people,  whose  stories  are  just  as 

important.

These people were drawn to Route 66 for a variety of 

reasons.  Some  were  looking  for  a  better  life,  while 

others were simply looking for a change of scenery. No 
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matter their reasons, they all shared a common bond: 

the desire to see what lay beyond the horizon.

The  people  who  traveled  Route  66  faced  many 

challenges along the way.  The road was often rough 

and dangerous, and there were few places to stop for 

food or lodging. But they persevered, and their stories 

are a testament to the resilience of the human spirit.

The people of Route 66 are a microcosm of America. 

They came from all walks of life, and they all had their 

own  unique  stories  to  tell.  But  they  were  united  by 

their shared journey, and their experiences on the road 

helped to shape the American character.

One of the most famous groups of people who traveled 

Route  66  was  the  Joad  family,  immortalized  in  John 

Steinbeck's novel The Grapes of Wrath. The Joads were 

a family of farmers from Oklahoma who were forced to 

leave their home during the Dust Bowl. They traveled 

west to California in search of a new life, but they faced 

many challenges along the way.
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Another group of people who traveled Route 66 were 

the Okies, who were farmers from Oklahoma and other 

parts of the Great Plains. The Okies were also forced to 

leave  their  homes  during  the  Dust  Bowl,  and  they 

traveled  to  California  in  search  of  work.  They  faced 

many  challenges  along  the  way,  including 

discrimination and prejudice.

Despite  the  challenges  they  faced,  the  people  who 

traveled Route 66 persevered. They found new homes 

and new lives in California, and they helped to shape 

the state's culture and history.
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Chapter 1: The Mother Road

The Architecture of Route 66

The architecture of Route 66 is a reflection of the road's 

history and the people who traveled it. The early days 

of the road were marked by the construction of simple 

gas stations,  motels,  and restaurants,  often built  in a 

style that was both functional and eye-catching. As the 

road grew in popularity, these businesses began to take 

on a more elaborate and distinctive style, reflecting the 

optimistic spirit of the times.

One of the most iconic architectural features of Route 

66 is the neon sign. These signs were used to attract the 

attention of  travelers,  and they often featured bright 

colors and eye-catching designs. Neon signs became so 

popular that they became a defining characteristic of 

the road, and they can still be seen today in many of 

the towns and cities along Route 66.

12



Another common architectural feature of Route 66 is 

the  motel.  Motels  were  built  to  accommodate  the 

growing number of travelers who were driving across 

the  country.  These  motels  were  often  simple  and 

affordable, but they provided a clean and comfortable 

place to stay for weary travelers. Many of the motels 

along Route 66 have been preserved and restored, and 

they now offer a unique glimpse into the past.

In  addition  to  gas  stations,  motels,  and  restaurants, 

Route 66 is also home to a variety of other architectural 

landmarks.  These  landmarks  include  the  Cadillac 

Ranch  in  Amarillo,  Texas;  the  Painted  Desert  in 

Arizona;  and  the  Grand  Canyon  in  Arizona.  These 

landmarks are a testament to the natural beauty of the 

American Southwest, and they attract visitors from all 

over the world.

The architecture of Route 66 is a unique and important 

part  of  the  road's  history  and culture.  The  buildings 

and  landmarks  along  the  road  tell  the  story  of  the 
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people who traveled it, and they reflect the optimistic 

spirit of the times.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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