Bowie Unseen

Introduction

Bowie is one of the most iconic and influential figures
in popular culture. His music, films, fashion, and art

have left an indelible mark on the world.

Bowie was born in London in 1947. He began his music
career in the early 1960s, and by the end of the decade,
he had become one of the most successful artists in the
world. Bowie's music was groundbreaking, and he was
constantly pushing the boundaries of what was
considered acceptable. He was also a fashion icon, and
his androgynous style was imitated by fans around the

world.

In the 1970s, Bowie continued to experiment with his
music and image. He released a series of concept

albums, including The Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust



and the Spiders from Mars and Diamond Dogs. He also
starred in several films, including The Man Who Fell to

Earth and Merry Christmas, Mr. Lawrence.

In the 1980s, Bowie's music became more commercial,
and he had a number of hit singles, including "Let's
Dance" and "China Girl." He also continued to act, and

he starred in the film Labyrinth.

Bowie continued to make music until his death in 2016.
He released his final album, Blackstar, just two days
before he died. Bowie's death was a shock to the world,

and he is still mourned by fans around the globe.

Bowie was a true visionary, and his work has had a
profound impact on popular culture. He was a pioneer
in the fields of music, film, fashion, and art, and he will

continue to be remembered for generations to come.

Bowie was a complex and enigmatic figure, and his
work is often open to interpretation. However, there

are some common themes that run through his work.



Bowie was fascinated by the nature of identity, and he
often explored the idea of the self as a fluid and
changing concept. He was also interested in the
relationship between art and reality, and he often

blurred the lines between the two.

Bowie's work is a testament to his creativity and
imagination. He was a true artist, and his work will
continue to inspire and challenge audiences for years

to come.



Book Description

Bowie Unseen is the ultimate exploration of the iconic
artist who changed the face of music, film, fashion, and
art. This comprehensive volume delves into Bowie's life
and career, from his early beginnings to his untimely

death.

Bowie Unseen features exclusive interviews with
Bowie's closest collaborators, including musicians,
producers, and filmmakers. These interviews provide a
unique glimpse into Bowie's creative process and his

impact on the world.

Bowie Unseen also includes a wealth of rare and
unseen photographs, artwork, and memorabilia. This
visual feast offers a behind-the-scenes look at Bowie's

life and work.

Bowie Unseen is the definitive biography of one of the

most influential artists of all time. This book is a must-



read for anyone who wants to understand the genius of

David Bowie.

Bowie Unseen covers all aspects of Bowie's career,
from his early days as a folk singer to his
groundbreaking work in glam rock, electronic music,
and beyond. The book also explores Bowie's personal
life, including his marriages, his addictions, and his

struggles with mental health.

Bowie Unseen is a celebration of Bowie's life and work.
This book is a testament to his creativity, his vision, and

his enduring legacy.



Chapter 1: Introduction

Bowie's Early Life and Influences

David Bowie was born David Robert Jones in Brixton,
South London, on January 8, 1947. His father, Haywood
Stenton Jones, was a promotions officer for the
Barnardo's children's charity, and his mother,
Margaret Mary "Peggy" Burns, was a waitress. Bowie

had an older brother, Terry, who was born in 1945.

Bowie's early life was marked by both stability and
upheaval. His father was a devout Christian, and the
family attended church regularly. However, Bowie's
mother was more secular, and she encouraged her son
to explore his own interests. Bowie was a bright and
curious child, and he developed a passion for music

and art at a young age.

In 1953, the Jones family moved to Bromley, Kent.
Bowie attended Burnt Ash Junior School and Bromley

Technical High School. He was a good student, but he
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was also a bit of a rebel. He often got into trouble for

his long hair and flamboyant clothes.

Bowie's musical influences were diverse. He was a fan
of rock and roll, blues, and folk music. He also admired
the work of avant-garde artists such as Andy Warhol
and Salvador Dali. Bowie's early songs were often
experimental and eclectic, and he was not afraid to
push the boundaries of what was considered

acceptable.

In 1964, Bowie signed his first record contract with
Decca Records. He released his debut single, "Liza
Jane," in 1965. The song was not a commercial success,
but it did help to raise Bowie's profile. In 1966, Bowie
met his future manager, Tony Defries. Defries helped
Bowie to develop his image and sound, and he played a

major role in Bowie's early career.

Bowie's second album, "The Man Who Sold the World,"
was released in 1970. The album was a critical and

commercial success, and it helped to establish Bowie as
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a major star. Bowie's third album, "Hunky Dory," was
released in 1971. The album was even more successful
than "The Man Who Sold the World," and it featured
some of Bowie's most iconic songs, including "Changes"

and "Life on Mars?"

Bowie's early life and influences played a major role in
shaping his career. His diverse musical influences and
his willingness to experiment helped him to create
some of the most innovative and influential music of

the 20th century.



Chapter 1: Introduction

The Rise of Ziggy Stardust

Ziggy Stardust was David Bowie's alter ego, a
flamboyant and androgynous rock star who was both a
reflection of Bowie's own personality and a
commentary on the glam rock scene of the early 1970s.
The Rise of Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders from Mars,
Bowie's fifth studio album, was released in 1972 and
was a critical and commercial success. The album
explored the themes of fame, alienation, and the search

for meaning in a chaotic world.

Ziggy Stardust was a complex and contradictory
character. He was both a narcissistic rock star and a
vulnerable outsider. He was both celebrated and
reviled by the public. In the end, Ziggy's downfall was
inevitable. He was consumed by his own fame and self-

destruction.



The Rise of Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders from Mars
was a groundbreaking album that helped to define the
glam rock era. It was also a deeply personal album for
Bowie, who used Ziggy Stardust to explore his own

feelings of alienation and loneliness.

Bowie's creation of Ziggy Stardust was a masterstroke
of self-invention. He took the androgynous, gender-
bending style of glam rock and pushed it to its limits.
Ziggy Stardust was a character who was both male and
female, both human and alien. He was a creature of
contradictions, and he reflected the complex and

contradictory nature of Bowie himself.

Ziggy Stardust was more than just a rock star. He was a
symbol of rebellion and individuality. He was a beacon
of hope for those who felt like outsiders. Ziggy
Stardust's message was that it was okay to be different.

It was okay to be yourself.

Ziggy Stardust's legacy is still felt today. He is an

inspiration to artists and musicians around the world.
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He is a reminder that it is possible to be both successful
and true to yourself. Ziggy Stardust is a timeless
character who will continue to inspire and fascinate for

generations to come.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Bowie's Glam Rock Years

Bowie's glam rock years were a period of great
creativity and innovation. He released some of his most
iconic albums during this time, including The Rise and
Fall of Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders from Mars and
Diamond Dogs. He also developed his signature
androgynous look, which became a major influence on

fashion and style.

Bowie's glam rock years began in 1972 with the release
of the album The Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust and
the Spiders from Mars. The album was a critical and
commercial success, and it helped to establish Bowie as
one of the most important artists of his generation.
Ziggy Stardust was a concept album that told the story
of a rock star who is both a messiah and a victim of his

own fame. The album featured some of Bowie's most
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famous songs, including "Starman," "Ziggy Stardust,"

and "Suffragette City."

Bowie continued to experiment with his music and
image in the years that followed. He released a series of
concept albums, including Diamond Dogs and Young
Americans. He also starred in several films, including
The Man Who Fell to Earth and Merry Christmas, Mr.

Lawrence.

Bowie's glam rock years came to an end in 1976 with
the release of the album Station to Station. The album
marked a shift in Bowie's musical style, as he moved
away from glam rock and towards a more

experimental sound.

Bowie's glam rock years were a period of great
creativity and innovation. He released some of his most
iconic albums and developed his signature look during
this time. Bowie's glam rock years helped to establish
him as one of the most important artists of his

generation.
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Bowie's glam rock years were not without their critics.
Some people accused Bowie of being too androgynous
and too flamboyant. However, Bowie never shied away
from being different. He embraced his individuality
and used his music and image to challenge the status

quo.

Bowie's glam rock years were a time of great change
and upheaval. The world was in the midst of a sexual
revolution, and Bowie's music and image reflected the
changing times. Bowie's glam rock years were a time of
celebration and liberation. He helped to break down
barriers and create a more tolerant and accepting

world.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.

15



Table of Contents

Chapter 1: Introduction - Bowie's Early Life and
Influences - The Rise of Ziggy Stardust - Bowie's Glam

Rock Years - The Berlin Trilogy - Bowie's Later Career

Chapter 2: The Music - Bowie's Musical Style - Bowie's
Most Famous Songs - Bowie's Albums - Bowie's

Collaborators - Bowie's Legacy

Chapter 3: The Films - Bowie's Acting Career - Bowie's
Most Famous Films - Bowie's Film Collaborators -

Bowie's Influence on Film - Bowie's Legacy in Film

Chapter 4: The Fashion - Bowie's Fashion Style -
Bowie's Most Iconic Outfits - Bowie's Fashion
Collaborators - Bowie's Influence on Fashion - Bowie's

Legacy in Fashion

Chapter 5: The Art - Bowie's Visual Art - Bowie's Most
Famous Artwork - Bowie's Art Collaborators - Bowie's

Influence on Art - Bowie's Legacy in Art

16



Chapter 6: The Stage - Bowie's Live Performances -
Bowie's Most Famous Concerts - Bowie's Stage
Collaborators - Bowie's Influence on Stage - Bowie's

Legacy on Stage

Chapter 7: The Impact - Bowie's Impact on Music -
Bowie's Impact on Film - Bowie's Impact on Fashion -

Bowie's Impact on Art - Bowie's Overall Impact

Chapter 8: The Legacy - Bowie's Death and Legacy -
Bowie's Influence on Future Artists - Bowie's Place in
History - Bowie's Cultural Significance - Bowie's

Enduring Legacy

Chapter 9: The Unseen - Bowie's Hidden Talents -
Bowie's Private Life - Bowie's Controversies - Bowie's

Unreleased Work - Bowie's Secrets

Chapter 10: The Future - Bowie's Influence on the
Future - Bowie's Unfinished Projects - Bowie's Legacy in
the Years to Come - Bowie's Impact on the Next

Generation - Bowie's Eternal Place in History

17



This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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