
Homes for the Nation: A Look at Public 

Housing in America

Introduction

Public  housing  in  America  has  a  long  and  complex 

history.  It  has  been  shaped  by  a  variety  of  factors, 

including the country's economic and political climate, 

as well as its changing social and cultural values.

The  early  years  of  public  housing  in  America  were 

marked by a focus on providing affordable housing for 

low-income families. This was a time of great need, as 

many  people  were  struggling  to  find  safe  and 

affordable  places  to  live.  The  New  Deal  era  saw  a 

significant expansion of public housing, as the federal 

government sought to address the housing crisis that 

was gripping the nation.
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The post-war boom years saw a continued increase in 

public  housing  construction,  as  the  country 

experienced a period of economic prosperity. However, 

the decline of public housing began in the 1970s, as the 

federal  government  began  to  cut  funding  for  public 

housing programs. This led to a decline in the quality of 

public  housing,  as  well  as  an  increase  in  crime and 

poverty in public housing communities.

In recent years, there has been a renewed interest in 

public housing. This is due in part to the rising cost of 

housing,  as  well  as  the increasing number of  people 

who  are  experiencing  homelessness.  Public  housing 

can provide a safe and affordable place to live for these 

individuals and families.

Public  housing  is  a  complex  issue  with  no  easy 

solutions. However, it is an important issue that needs 

to be addressed. Public housing can provide a safe and 

affordable  place  to  live  for  low-income  families  and 
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individuals.  It  can  also  help  to  reduce  crime  and 

poverty in public housing communities.

Public housing is a valuable resource that needs to be 

preserved and expanded. By working together, we can 

create a future where everyone has access to safe and 

affordable housing.
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Book Description

Homes for the Nation: A Look at Public Housing in 

America is  a  comprehensive  examination  of  public 

housing in America. It provides a historical overview of 

public housing, from its early beginnings in the 1930s 

to its current state of affairs. The book also discusses 

the challenges facing public housing, such as the high 

cost of housing, the lack of affordable housing, and the 

impact of homelessness.

Homes for the Nation: A Look at Public Housing in 

America also explores the benefits of public housing, 

such  as  its  ability  to  provide  safe  and  affordable 

housing for low-income families and individuals, and 

its  role  in  reducing  crime  and  poverty  in  public 

housing  communities.  The  book  also  discusses  the 

future of public housing, and the role that it can play in 

addressing the affordable housing crisis.
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Homes for the Nation: A Look at Public Housing in 

America is  an  essential  resource  for  anyone  who 

wants to learn more about public housing in America. 

It  is  also  a  valuable  tool  for  policymakers,  housing 

advocates, and anyone else who is interested in finding 

solutions to the affordable housing crisis.

Pasquale  De  Marco is  a  leading  expert  on  public 

housing. He has written extensively on the topic, and 

he has served as a consultant to government agencies 

and  nonprofit  organizations.  He  is  passionate  about 

public  housing,  and  he  believes  that  it  is  a  vital 

resource for low-income families and individuals.

Pasquale De Marco has  written a  book that  is  both 

informative and engaging. It is a must-read for anyone 

who  wants  to  learn  more  about  public  housing  in 

America. 
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Chapter  1:  The  History  of  Public 

Housing in America

The Early Years of Public Housing

The history of public housing in America is a long and 

complex one, dating back to the early 20th century. The 

first public housing projects were built in response to 

the  growing  problem  of  slums  and  overcrowding  in 

cities. These early projects were often small and poorly 

constructed,  but they provided much-needed housing 

for low-income families.

In  the  1930s,  the  federal  government  became  more 

involved  in  public  housing.  The  Public  Works 

Administration  (PWA)  and  the  Works  Progress 

Administration (WPA) built hundreds of public housing 

projects across the country. These projects were larger 

and better constructed than the earlier ones, and they 

helped to improve the living conditions of thousands of 

families.
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During  World  War  II,  the  federal  government  built 

even more public housing to house war workers and 

their  families.  After  the  war,  many of  these  projects 

were converted to permanent housing for low-income 

families.  In  the  1950s  and  1960s,  the  federal 

government continued to build public housing, and the 

number  of  public  housing  units  reached  its  peak  in 

1973.

However, in the 1970s, the federal government began 

to cut funding for public housing. This led to a decline 

in  the  quality  of  public  housing,  and  an  increase  in 

crime and poverty in public housing communities. In 

recent  years,  there  has  been  a  renewed  interest  in 

public housing, and the federal government has begun 

to invest in the repair and renovation of public housing 

projects.

Public housing has a long and complex history, but it 

has  always  played  an  important  role  in  providing 

affordable  housing  for  low-income  families.  Public 
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housing has helped to improve the lives of millions of 

Americans, and it continues to be an important part of 

the American housing landscape.

8



Chapter  1:  The  History  of  Public 

Housing in America

The New Deal Era

The New Deal era was a time of great economic and 

social  change  in  America.  The  Great  Depression  had 

devastated the country, and millions of people were out 

of  work  and  homeless.  President  Franklin  D. 

Roosevelt's New Deal programs were designed to help 

the country recover from the Depression, and one of 

the most important of these programs was the Public 

Works Administration (PWA).

The  PWA  was  established  in  1933,  and  it  quickly 

became one of the largest and most ambitious public 

works programs in American history. The PWA funded 

the construction of  a  wide variety of  public  projects, 

including schools, hospitals, roads, and bridges. It also 

funded the construction of public housing.
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Public  housing  was  seen  as  a  way  to  address  the 

housing crisis that was gripping the country. Millions 

of  people  were  living  in  slums  or  overcrowded 

tenements,  and public housing provided them with a 

safe and affordable place to live. The PWA funded the 

construction of more than 200,000 public housing units 

during the New Deal era.

Public housing was a controversial program from the 

start.  Some people  argued that  it  was too expensive, 

and others argued that it would create slums. However, 

the  PWA's  public  housing  program was  a  success.  It 

provided  much-needed  housing  for  millions  of 

Americans, and it helped to improve the quality of life 

for many families.

The New Deal era was a turning point in the history of 

public housing in America. The PWA's public housing 

program  helped  to  establish  public  housing  as  a 

permanent  part  of  the  American  social  safety  net. 

Public housing continues to play an important role in 
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providing affordable housing for low-income families 

and individuals.

The New Deal era also saw the creation of the United 

States  Housing  Authority  (USHA).  The  USHA  was 

established  in  1937  to  administer  the  PWA's  public 

housing program. The USHA also provided loans and 

grants to local housing authorities to help them build 

and operate public housing.

The USHA's public housing program was a success. It 

helped to provide much-needed housing for millions of 

Americans, and it helped to improve the quality of life 

for many families. Public housing continues to play an 

important role in providing affordable housing for low-

income families and individuals.
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Chapter  1:  The  History  of  Public 

Housing in America

The Post-War Boom

The end of  World War II  brought  about  a  period of 

unprecedented  economic  growth  in  America.  This 

growth was fueled by a number of factors,  including 

the return of soldiers to the workforce, the expansion 

of  manufacturing,  and  the  development  of  new 

technologies. The post-war boom also saw a significant 

increase in the demand for housing.

As the economy grew, so did the number of people who 

could afford to buy homes. This led to a surge in home 

construction, particularly in the suburbs. However, the 

cost  of  housing also increased,  making it  difficult  for 

many people to afford a home.

In  response  to  the  growing  demand  for  affordable 

housing,  the federal  government expanded its  public 

housing program. In 1949, Congress passed the Housing 
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Act  of  1949,  which  authorized  the  construction  of 

810,000  public  housing  units.  This  was  the  largest 

single expansion of public housing in American history.

The  public  housing  units  that  were  built  during  the 

post-war  boom  were  typically  large,  multi-family 

buildings.  They  were  often  located  in  poor 

neighborhoods,  and  they  were  often  poorly 

maintained. As a result, public housing quickly became 

associated with crime and poverty.

Despite the problems associated with public housing, it 

did  provide  a  much-needed  source  of  affordable 

housing for many people. In the years after World War 

II, public housing helped to reduce overcrowding and 

homelessness, and it also helped to improve the living 

conditions of many low-income families.

The post-war boom came to an end in the early 1970s. 

The economy began to slow down, and the demand for 

housing  declined.  This  led  to  a  decrease  in  the 

construction of new public housing units. In addition, 
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the federal government began to cut funding for public 

housing programs.

The  decline  in  public  housing  funding  had  a 

devastating  impact  on  public  housing  communities. 

Many  public  housing  units  fell  into  disrepair,  and 

crime  and  poverty  increased.  As  a  result,  public 

housing became even more stigmatized.

In recent years, there has been a renewed interest in 

public housing. This is due in part to the rising cost of 

housing,  as  well  as  the increasing number of  people 

who  are  experiencing  homelessness.  Public  housing 

can provide a safe and affordable place to live for these 

individuals and families.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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