
Weird States: Offbeat Journeys Through 

the Peculiar Parts of America

Introduction

Pasquale De Marco has always been fascinated by the 

weird and wonderful.  As a child,  Pasquale De Marco 

loved reading books about strange creatures, haunted 

places,  and  unexplained  phenomena.  Pasquale  De 

Marco was also drawn to the offbeat and quirky side of 

life,  finding  joy  in  exploring  unusual  museums, 

attending  bizarre  festivals,  and  meeting  eccentric 

characters.

As Pasquale De Marco grew older, Pasquale De Marco's 

interest in the weird only grew stronger. Pasquale De 

Marco began traveling across the country, seeking out 

strange and unusual places to visit. Pasquale De Marco 
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visited haunted houses, investigated UFO sightings, and 

even spent a night in a supposedly haunted hotel.

Through  Pasquale  De  Marco's  travels,  Pasquale  De 

Marco met many interesting people and heard many 

strange stories. Pasquale De Marco also learned a great 

deal  about  the  history  of  the  weird  in  America. 

Pasquale De Marco discovered that  the United States 

has a long and rich tradition of  weirdness,  from the 

Salem witch trials to the Mothman sightings.

Pasquale  De  Marco  believes  that  the  weird  is  an 

important part of American culture. It is a reflection of 

our creativity, our sense of humor, and our willingness 

to  embrace  the  unknown.  Pasquale  De  Marco  also 

believes that the weird can be a source of inspiration 

and wonder.

Weird  States:  Offbeat  Journeys  Through  the  Peculiar 

Parts  of  America  is  a  celebration  of  the  weird  in 

America. In this book, Pasquale De Marco takes readers 

on a journey through some of the strangest and most 
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wonderful  places  in  the  country.  From  haunted 

battlefields  to  roadside  oddities,  from  eccentric 

characters  to  unexplained  phenomena,  Weird  States: 

Offbeat Journeys Through the Peculiar Parts of America 

has something for everyone who loves the weird.

So  come  along  on  a  journey  into  the  weird  and 

wonderful  world  of  America.  Weird  States:  Offbeat 

Journeys  Through the Peculiar  Parts  of  America is  a 

book that will entertain, inform, and inspire you. It is a 

book that will  make you laugh, make you think, and 

make you see the world in a whole new way.

3



Book Description

Embark on a captivating journey into the peculiar and 

extraordinary corners of the United States with Weird 

States: Offbeat Journeys Through the Peculiar Parts of 

America.  This captivating book takes you on a cross-

country  adventure,  uncovering  the  hidden gems and 

quirky attractions that make America a land of endless 

fascination.

From the haunted battlegrounds of Gettysburg to the 

otherworldly  landscapes  of  Roswell,  New  Mexico, 

Weird  States:  Offbeat  Journeys  Through  the  Peculiar 

Parts  of  America  uncovers  the  unexplained 

phenomena  and  supernatural  encounters  that  have 

shaped  American  folklore.  Discover  the  mysterious 

creatures  lurking  in  the  shadows  of  Sleepy  Hollow, 

New  York,  and  the  eerie  legends  surrounding  the 

Winchester Mystery House in San Jose, California.
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Weird  States:  Offbeat  Journeys  Through  the  Peculiar 

Parts  of  America  goes  beyond  the  ordinary,  delving 

into  the  lives  of  eccentric  characters  and  local 

personalities  who  embody  the  spirit  of  American 

weirdness.  Meet  the  self-proclaimed  "King  of  the 

Hillbillies"  in  West  Virginia,  the  "Lobster  Lady"  of 

Maine, and the "World's Smallest Town" in Nebraska. 

These unforgettable characters add a touch of humor 

and heart to the exploration of America's offbeat side.

Prepare  to  be  amazed  by  the  strange  and  unusual 

roadside attractions that dot the American landscape. 

From the World's Largest Ball of Twine in Cawker City, 

Kansas, to the Cadillac Ranch in Amarillo, Texas, these 

quirky  landmarks  showcase  the  creativity  and 

eccentricity of the American people.

Weird  States:  Offbeat  Journeys  Through  the  Peculiar 

Parts  of  America  not  only  uncovers  the  weird  and 

wonderful but also explores the historical and cultural 

significance  of  these  peculiar  places  and  events. 
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Discover the origins of urban legends, the truth behind 

UFO  sightings,  and  the  scientific  explanations  for 

unexplained phenomena.

Whether  you're  a  seasoned  traveler  or  an  armchair 

adventurer,  Weird  States:  Offbeat  Journeys  Through 

the Peculiar Parts of America offers an unforgettable 

journey  into  the  heart  of  American  weirdness.  Join 

Pasquale  De  Marco  as  they  uncover  the  hidden 

treasures,  bizarre  characters,  and  unexplained 

mysteries that make the United States a land of endless 

intrigue and fascination.

6



Chapter 1: Folklore and Legends of the 

Uncanny

Mysterious creatures and cryptids

In the realm of the unexplained and the extraordinary, 

tales  of  mysterious  creatures  and  cryptids  have 

captured the human imagination for centuries.  From 

the towering Bigfoot to the elusive Loch Ness Monster, 

these  enigmatic  beings  lurk  in  the  shadows  of  our 

collective  consciousness,  blurring  the  lines  between 

reality and myth.

Legends of cryptids have been woven into the fabric of 

American folklore,  passed down through generations 

of storytellers and campfire tales. In the depths of the 

Pacific Northwest, the legendary Bigfoot, also known as 

Sasquatch,  roams  the  dense  forests,  leaving  behind 

tantalizing  footprints  and  enigmatic  hair  samples. 

Across  the  country,  in  the  vast  expanse  of  the 

Everglades,  lurks  the  equally  elusive  Skunk  Ape,  a 
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nocturnal  creature  said  to  emit  a  pungent  odor  and 

possess glowing red eyes.

Beyond  the  confines  of  North  America,  the  Amazon 

rainforest harbors a myriad of cryptids, including the 

Chupacabra, a blood-sucking goat-like creature, and the 

Mapinguari,  a  giant sloth-like beast  said to roam the 

jungle  depths.  In the remote wilderness  of  Australia, 

the  enigmatic  Bunyip,  a  serpent-like  creature  with 

glowing eyes, haunts the swamps and billabongs.

The existence of cryptids has long been debated and 

investigated,  with  countless  expeditions  and 

documentaries attempting to unravel the truth behind 

these  elusive  creatures.  While  scientific  evidence 

remains  elusive,  the  allure  of  the  unknown  and  the 

thrill of the chase continue to fuel the fascination with 

cryptids.

These  enigmatic  beings  serve  as  a  reminder  of  the 

vastness of the unknown and the enduring power of 

human imagination. Whether they exist in the realm of 
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reality  or  dwell  solely  within  the  depths  of  our 

collective  psyche,  cryptids  continue  to  captivate  and 

inspire,  leaving  us  with  a  sense  of  wonder  and  a 

glimmer of hope that the world may hold secrets yet 

undiscovered.
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Chapter 1: Folklore and Legends of the 

Uncanny

Haunted places and eerie occurrences

Haunted places have always fascinated humans. There 

is something about the idea of a place being inhabited 

by  the  spirits  of  the  dead  that  is  both  thrilling  and 

terrifying. America has no shortage of haunted places, 

from  the  infamous  Winchester  Mystery  House  in 

California to the Lizzie Borden House in Massachusetts.

One of the most famous haunted places in America is 

the  White  House.  The  White  House  has  been  the 

residence  of  every  American  president  since  John 

Adams, and it is said that several of these presidents 

have never truly left. Abraham Lincoln is said to haunt 

the  White  House,  as  is  William Henry  Harrison  and 

Andrew Jackson.

Another haunted place in America is the Waverly Hills 

Sanatorium in Kentucky. The sanatorium was once a 
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hospital  for  tuberculosis  patients,  and  it  is  said  that 

over 60,000 people died there. The sanatorium is now 

abandoned, and it is said to be haunted by the ghosts of 

the patients who died there.

Eerie occurrences are also common in America. These 

occurrences can range from strange noises and smells 

to  full-blown  apparitions.  One  of  the  most  common 

eerie occurrences is the feeling of being watched. Many 

people  have  reported  feeling  like  they  are  being 

watched, even when they are alone.

Another  common  eerie  occurrence  is  the  hearing  of 

strange noises. These noises can range from whispers 

to screams to footsteps. Sometimes, these noises can be 

explained  by  natural  causes,  such  as  the  wind  or 

animals.  However,  sometimes these noises cannot be 

explained, and they can be quite frightening.

Eerie  occurrences  can  also  include  the  seeing  of 

apparitions. Apparitions are the ghosts of people who 

have died. They can appear in a variety of forms, from 
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full-bodied  figures  to  transparent  wisps.  Apparitions 

can be  frightening,  but  they  can also  be  fascinating. 

They offer  a  glimpse  into  the  afterlife,  and they can 

help us to understand the nature of death.
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Chapter 1: Folklore and Legends of the 

Uncanny

Urban legends and local tales

Urban legends are stories that are passed down from 

person to person, often through word of mouth. They 

are typically about strange or unusual events that are 

said to have happened in a particular place. Local tales 

are similar to urban legends, but they are specific to a 

particular town or region.

Urban legends and local  tales can be about anything 

from ghosts and monsters to UFO sightings and alien 

abductions.  Some  of  these  stories  are  based  on  real 

events, while others are completely made up. However, 

all of them have one thing in common: they are all part 

of the folklore of a particular place.

One of the most famous urban legends in the United 

States  is  the story of  the Hookman.  The Hookman is 

said to be a man with a hook for a hand who stalks 
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lovers'  lanes and attacks couples.  The story has been 

told  for  decades,  and  there  have  been  numerous 

reported sightings of the Hookman over the years.

Another  popular  urban  legend  is  the  story  of  the 

chupacabra.  The chupacabra is  said to be a creature 

that sucks the blood of animals. The story originated in 

Puerto  Rico  in  the  1990s,  and it  has  since  spread to 

other parts of the world.

Local  tales  are  often  just  as  interesting  as  urban 

legends.  For  example,  the  town  of  Roswell,  New 

Mexico, is famous for its alleged UFO crash in 1947. The 

town  has  embraced  its  UFO  heritage,  and  there  are 

numerous UFO-themed attractions in Roswell.

Another example of a local tale is the story of the Jersey 

Devil. The Jersey Devil is said to be a creature that lives 

in the Pine Barrens of New Jersey. The story has been 

told  for  centuries,  and  there  have  been  numerous 

reported sightings of the Jersey Devil over the years.
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Urban legends and local tales are a fascinating part of 

American culture. They reflect our fears and our hopes, 

and  they  tell  us  about  the  history  of  our  country. 

Whether they are true or not, urban legends and local 

tales are a part of our shared heritage.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

16



Table of Contents

Chapter 1:  Folklore and Legends of the Uncanny - 

Mysterious  creatures  and  cryptids  -  Haunted  places 

and eerie occurrences - Urban legends and local tales - 

Strange rituals and superstitions - The unexplained and 

the paranormal

Chapter  2:  Roadside  Oddities  and  Quirky 

Attractions - Offbeat museums and roadside exhibits - 

Amusing roadside sculptures and landmarks - Strange 

and  unusual  roadside  attractions  -  Roadside  oddities 

with  historical  significance  -  Quirky  roadside 

businesses and eateries

Chapter  3:  Eccentric  Characters  and  Local 

Personalities -  Colorful  local  characters  with unique 

stories - Eccentric artists, musicians, and performers - 

Individuals with unusual hobbies and passions - Local 

legends and community icons - People who embody the 

spirit of local weirdness

17



Chapter  4:  Unexplained  Phenomena  and 

Supernatural  Encounters -  UFO  sightings  and  alien 

encounters  -  Ghost  sightings  and  paranormal 

experiences  -  Mysterious  disappearances  and 

unexplained  events  -  Strange  occurrences  and 

unexplained  phenomena  -  The  boundaries  of  reality 

and the unknown

Chapter  5:  Haunted  History  and  Eerie  Events - 

Historical events shrouded in mystery and the macabre 

- Haunted battlefields, cemeteries, and buildings - True 

crime stories with a supernatural twist - Local folklore 

and legends of haunted places - The lingering echoes of 

the past

Chapter  6:  Offbeat  Festivals  and  Curious 

Celebrations - Unique and quirky festivals with local 

flair  -  Festivals  celebrating  unusual  themes  and 

traditions - Offbeat events and gatherings with a touch 

of  weirdness  -  Cultural  events  that  showcase  local 

18



eccentricity  -  Festivals  that  embrace  the  strange and 

unusual

Chapter  7:  Strange  Natural  Phenomena  and 

Geological  Oddities -  Unusual  rock  formations  and 

geological  wonders  -  Mysterious  sinkholes  and 

underground  caverns  -  Natural  phenomena  with 

unexplained  origins  -  Strange  weather  patterns  and 

atmospheric anomalies - The wonders and oddities of 

the natural world

Chapter  8:  Paranormal  Investigations  and  Ghost 

Hunting -  Real-life  ghost  hunting  experiences  and 

investigations  -  Haunted  locations  and  paranormal 

hotspots  -  Equipment  and  techniques  used  by 

paranormal  investigators  -  Debunking  and  verifying 

paranormal  claims  -  The  search  for  evidence  of  the 

supernatural

Chapter  9:  Urban  Legends  and  Contemporary 

Folklore - Modern-day urban legends and their origins 

-  Internet-based  folklore  and  social  media  rumors  - 

19



Creepypastas and online horror stories - The evolution 

of urban legends in the digital age - How urban legends 

shape our collective consciousness

Chapter  10:  The  Weird  and  the  Wonderful  in 

American  Culture -  The  influence  of  weirdness  on 

American art,  music,  and literature -  Weirdness as a 

reflection of American identity - The celebration of the 

strange  and  unusual  in  popular  culture  -  How 

weirdness  shapes  American society  and values  -  The 

enduring  fascination  with  the  macabre  and  the 

unusual 

20



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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