
Under a Veil of Benevolence

Introduction

The peculiar institution of slavery cast a long shadow 

over the history of  the United States.  For nearly two 

and  a  half  centuries,  the  enslavement  of  African 

Americans was a defining feature of American society, 

shaping the nation's politics, economy, and culture.

The institution of slavery was not simply a matter of 

economics.  It  was  also  a  deeply  rooted  social  and 

cultural  phenomenon,  one  that  was  justified  by  a 

complex  web  of  beliefs  and  rationalizations. 

Slaveholders argued that slavery was a necessary evil, 

essential  for  maintaining  social  order  and  economic 

prosperity. They defended it as a paternalistic system 

that provided slaves with food, shelter, and protection. 

They  also  claimed  that  slavery  was  justified  by  the 
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Bible,  which  they  interpreted  as  condoning  the 

enslavement of certain races.

The reality of slavery, however, was far removed from 

the idealized image presented by slaveholders. Slaves 

were  subjected  to  unimaginable  horrors,  including 

forced labor, physical and sexual abuse, and the denial 

of basic human rights. They were treated as property, 

bought and sold like livestock, and denied any say in 

their own lives.

The institution of slavery also had a profound impact 

on  the  white  population  of  the  South.  It  created 

aherrenvolk democracy, in which white men enjoyed a 

privileged status based on their race. It also fostered a 

culture  of  violence  and racism,  which  permeated  all 

aspects of Southern society.

The Civil War, fought between 1861 and 1865, was the 

culmination  of  decades  of  conflict  over  the  issue  of 

slavery. The war ended with the abolition of slavery, 
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but the legacy of slavery continued to shape American 

society for generations to come.

The history of slavery in the United States is a complex 

and  painful  one.  It  is  a  story  of  oppression  and 

exploitation, but also of resistance and resilience. It is a 

story  that  is  still  relevant  today,  as  we  continue  to 

grapple  with  the  legacy  of  slavery  and  the  ongoing 

struggle for racial justice.
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Book Description

In this groundbreaking work, Pasquale De Marco offers 

a  fresh  perspective  on  the  history  of  slavery  in  the 

United States, exploring the complex interplay between 

ideology,  politics,  and  economics  that  sustained  the 

peculiar institution.  Drawing on a wealth of  primary 

sources,  Pasquale  De Marco argues  that  slaveholders 

were  not  simply  motivated  by  greed,  but  also  by  a 

deeply ingrained belief in the superiority of the white 

race.

Slaveholders  constructed  an  elaborate  ideology  to 

justify  their  actions,  one  that  was  rooted  in 

paternalism, racism, and a distorted interpretation of 

Christianity. They argued that slavery was a necessary 

evil,  essential  for  maintaining  social  order  and 

economic  prosperity.  They  claimed  that  slaves  were 

inferior beings, incapable of caring for themselves, and 

that slavery was a benevolent institution that provided 

them with food, shelter, and protection.
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Pasquale  De  Marco  challenges  these  claims, 

demonstrating  how  the  institution  of  slavery  was  a 

system  of  exploitation  and  oppression  that 

dehumanized  slaves  and  denied  them  their  basic 

rights.  He also explores the impact of  slavery on the 

white population of the South, showing how it created 

a herrenvolk democracy in which white men enjoyed a 

privileged status based on their race.

This book is a major contribution to our understanding 

of  slavery  in  the  United  States.  It  is  a  work  of 

meticulous scholarship that sheds new light on one of 

the darkest chapters in American history. Pasquale De 

Marco has written a book that is both provocative and 

insightful,  a  must-read  for  anyone  who  wants  to 

understand the legacy of slavery in America.
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Chapter 1: The Peculiar Institution

Topic 1: The Rise of Slavery in the South

The rise of slavery in the South was a complex process 

that  spanned  several  centuries.  It  began  with  the 

arrival of the first African slaves in the English colonies 

in the early 17th century.  These slaves were initially 

used  as  indentured  servants,  but  as  the  demand for 

labor  increased,  they  were  increasingly  treated  as 

chattel slaves.

By the early 18th century, slavery had become firmly 

entrenched in the Southern economy. The cultivation 

of  cash crops,  such as  tobacco and rice,  was heavily 

dependent  on  slave  labor.  As  the  demand  for  these 

crops grew, so too did the demand for slaves.

The expansion of slavery was also fueled by the growth 

of the cotton industry.  In the early 19th century,  the 

invention of the cotton gin made it possible to produce 

cotton  more  efficiently.  This  led  to  a  surge  in  the 
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demand for cotton, which in turn led to a surge in the 

demand for slaves.

By  the  time  of  the  Civil  War,  there  were  over  four 

million slaves in the United States, the vast majority of 

whom lived in the South. Slavery was a central part of 

the  Southern  economy  and  society.  It  shaped  the 

region's politics, culture, and social relations.

The rise of slavery in the South was a tragedy that had 

a profound impact on the United States. It led to a civil 

war  that  tore  the  nation  apart  and  left  a  legacy  of 

racism and inequality that continues to this day.

The Expansion of Slavery

The expansion of slavery in the South was a gradual 

process that took place over several decades. It began 

in the early 18th century, when the British government 

began  to  encourage  settlement  in  the  Southern 

colonies.  The  government  offered  land  grants  to 

settlers who were willing to bring slaves with them.
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As the Southern colonies grew, so too did the demand 

for slaves. This demand was fueled by the expansion of 

the  plantation  economy.  Plantations  were  large 

agricultural  estates that were worked by slave labor. 

The  main  crops  grown on  plantations  were  tobacco, 

rice, and cotton.

The expansion of slavery was also fueled by the growth 

of the cotton industry.  In the early 19th century,  the 

invention of the cotton gin made it possible to produce 

cotton  more  efficiently.  This  led  to  a  surge  in  the 

demand for cotton, which in turn led to a surge in the 

demand for slaves.

By  the  time  of  the  Civil  War,  there  were  over  four 

million slaves in the United States, the vast majority of 

whom lived in the South. Slavery was a central part of 

the  Southern  economy  and  society.  It  shaped  the 

region's politics, culture, and social relations.

The Impact of Slavery on the South
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Slavery had a profound impact on the South. It shaped 

the region's economy, society, and culture.

The  plantation  economy  was  the  backbone  of  the 

Southern economy. Plantations were large agricultural 

estates  that  were  worked  by  slave  labor.  The  main 

crops  grown  on  plantations  were  tobacco,  rice,  and 

cotton.

Slavery  also  had  a  profound  impact  on  Southern 

society.  It  created  aherrenvolk  democracy,  in  which 

white men enjoyed a privileged status based on their 

race. It also fostered a culture of violence and racism, 

which permeated all aspects of Southern society.

The  legacy  of  slavery  continues  to  shape  the  South 

today. The region is still struggling with the legacy of 

racism and inequality that slavery left behind.
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Chapter 1: The Peculiar Institution

Topic 2:  The Legal and Social Framework of 

Slavery

The institution of slavery in the United States was not 

simply  a  matter  of  economics.  It  was  also  a  deeply 

rooted social and cultural phenomenon, one that was 

supported by a complex legal and social framework.

Slave  states  passed  laws  that  defined  slaves  as 

property, denied them basic rights, and made it a crime 

to help them escape.  These laws created a system of 

racial apartheid, in which slaves were denied access to 

education, voting, and other basic rights of citizenship.

The legal framework of slavery also shaped the social 

relationships  between  slaves  and  slaveholders. 

Slaveholders claimed that they had a paternalistic duty 

to care for their slaves, but in reality, they often treated 

them  with  brutality.  Slaves  were  subjected  to 

whippings, beatings, and other forms of physical abuse. 
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They  were  also  denied  basic  necessities,  such  as 

adequate food, clothing, and shelter.

The legal  and social  framework of  slavery  created a 

system of oppression that was designed to maintain the 

power  and  privilege  of  white  slaveholders.  It  was  a 

system that dehumanized slaves and denied them their 

basic rights as human beings.

The Slave Codes

Slave codes were a set of laws passed by slave states 

that defined the legal status of slaves and the rights and 

responsibilities  of  slaveholders.  These  codes  varied 

from state to state, but they all shared some common 

features.

Slave codes typically defined slaves as property, rather 

than as persons. This meant that they could be bought, 

sold, or traded like any other commodity. Slave codes 

also denied slaves basic rights, such as the right to own 
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property, the right to make contracts, and the right to 

sue in court.

In addition, slave codes made it a crime to help slaves 

escape. This meant that anyone who helped a slave to 

escape could be punished,  even if  they were not  the 

slave's owner.

The slave codes were a powerful tool for maintaining 

the  institution  of  slavery.  They  created  a  system  of 

racial  apartheid  that  denied  slaves  basic  rights  and 

made it difficult for them to escape.

The Paternalistic Ideal

Slaveholders  often  claimed  that  they  had  a 

paternalistic duty to care for their slaves. They argued 

that slavery was a necessary evil, and that it was better 

for slaves to be owned by benevolent masters than to 

be free.

However, the reality of slavery was far removed from 

the idealized image presented by slaveholders. Slaves 
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were  often  treated  with  brutality,  and  they  were 

denied  basic  necessities,  such  as  adequate  food, 

clothing, and shelter.

The paternalistic  ideal  was  a  myth that  was  used to 

justify the institution of slavery. It allowed slaveholders 

to claim that they were acting in the best interests of 

their slaves, even when they were treating them with 

cruelty.

The Impact of Slavery on Southern Society

The institution of  slavery had a  profound impact  on 

Southern society. It created aherrenvolk democracy, in 

which white men enjoyed a privileged status based on 

their  race.  It  also  fostered  a  culture  of  violence  and 

racism,  which  permeated  all  aspects  of  Southern 

society.

Slavery  also  had  a  negative  impact  on  the  Southern 

economy.  The  plantation  system  was  inefficient  and 

wasteful, and it prevented the South from developing a 
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diversified  economy.  As  a  result,  the  South  lagged 

behind the North in terms of economic development.

The  institution  of  slavery  was  a  blight  on  American 

society.  It  was  a  system  of  oppression  that 

dehumanized slaves and denied them their basic rights 

as human beings. It also had a negative impact on the 

Southern economy and society.
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Chapter 1: The Peculiar Institution

Topic 3: The Daily Lives of Slaves

The daily lives of slaves in the American South were 

marked  by  unimaginable  hardship  and  oppression. 

They were forced to work long hours in the fields, often 

in  dangerous  and  unhealthy  conditions.  They  were 

subjected to physical and sexual abuse, and they were 

denied  basic  human  rights,  such  as  the  right  to 

education, the right to own property, and the right to 

vote.

Slaveholders often justified their treatment of slaves by 

arguing  that  they  were  providing  them  with  food, 

shelter, and protection. However, the reality was that 

slaves  were  often  malnourished,  poorly  housed,  and 

vulnerable  to  disease.  They were  also  subjected to  a 

system of brutal discipline, which included whippings, 

beatings, and other forms of torture.
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The  daily  lives  of  slaves  were  also  marked  by 

resistance. Slaves found ways to resist their oppression, 

both individually and collectively.  They slowed down 

their work, they damaged equipment, they ran away, 

and they sometimes even rebelled. Slave resistance was 

a  powerful  force  that  helped  to  shape  the  course  of 

American history.

In addition to their work in the fields, slaves also had to 

perform  a  variety  of  other  tasks,  such  as  cooking, 

cleaning,  and  childcare.  They  were  often  forced  to 

work from dawn to dusk, with little or no rest.  They 

were  also  denied  access  to  education  and  other 

opportunities for self-improvement.

The daily lives of slaves were a stark contrast to the 

lives  of  their  masters.  Slaveholders  enjoyed a  life  of 

privilege and luxury, while their slaves lived in poverty 

and  degradation.  This  inequality  was  justified  by  a 

system of white supremacy that was deeply embedded 

in Southern society.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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