
They  Called  Her  Zora:  The  Love,  Life, 

and Legacy of Zora Neale Hurston

Introduction

She was a woman ahead of her time, a pioneer who 

dared to challenge the norms and break down barriers. 

Zora  Neale  Hurston,  a  name  that  resonates  with 

strength,  resilience,  and  literary  brilliance,  left  an 

indelible  mark  on  the  world  of  American  literature. 

Her work, spanning novels, short stories, folklore, and 

autobiography,  continues  to  inspire  and  captivate 

readers to this day.

Hurston's  journey  began  in  the  small  town  of 

Eatonville, Florida, a place steeped in African American 

history  and  culture.  Born  in  1891,  she  grew  up 

surrounded by a vibrant community that nurtured her 

love for  storytelling and folklore.  From a young age, 
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Hurston displayed an insatiable curiosity and a keen 

eye for observing the world around her.  These early 

experiences would later serve as the foundation for her 

rich and evocative writing.

In  her  early  twenties,  Hurston  embarked  on  a 

remarkable journey to New York City, the epicenter of 

the Harlem Renaissance. This cultural and intellectual 

movement  of  the 1920s  and 1930s  provided a  fertile 

ground for Hurston's talents to flourish. She immersed 

herself  in  the  vibrant  literary  and  artistic  circles  of 

Harlem,  rubbing  shoulders  with  luminaries  such  as 

Langston Hughes, Nella Larsen, and Countee Cullen.

Hurston's literary career took off with the publication 

of her first novel,  "Jonah's Gourd Vine," in 1934.  The 

novel, set in her beloved Eatonville, explored themes of 

love,  loss,  and  identity  against  the  backdrop  of  a 

changing South. Hurston's unique voice and style, her 

ability  to  capture  the  nuances  of  African  American 
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speech  and  culture,  earned  her  critical  acclaim  and 

recognition.

But Hurston's success was not without its  challenges. 

She  faced racism and sexism throughout  her  career, 

barriers  that  she  confronted  with  unwavering 

determination.  She  refused  to  be  silenced,  using  her 

writing as  a  powerful  tool  to  challenge injustice  and 

advocate for equality.

Hurston's  legacy  extends  far  beyond  her  literary 

contributions.  She  was  a  tireless  collector  of  African 

American folklore, preserving and celebrating the rich 

oral traditions of her people. Her work in this field has 

made her a significant figure in the study of  African 

American culture and history.

Zora Neale Hurston's life and work continue to inspire 

generations  of  readers,  writers,  and  scholars.  Her 

indomitable  spirit,  her  commitment  to  truth  and 

justice,  and  her  unwavering  belief  in  the  power  of 
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storytelling  make  her  a  timeless  icon  of  American 

literature.
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Book Description

In the annals of American literature, few figures shine 

as brightly as Zora Neale Hurston, a woman whose life 

and work continue to captivate and inspire readers to 

this  day.  "They Called  Her  Zora:  The Love,  Life,  and 

Legacy of Zora Neale Hurston" is a comprehensive and 

engaging  exploration  of  this  extraordinary  writer's 

journey,  from  her  humble  beginnings  in  Eatonville, 

Florida, to her rise as a literary icon.

With  vivid  prose  and meticulous  research,  this  book 

delves into the rich tapestry of Hurston's life, exploring 

the  influences  that  shaped  her  writing  and  the 

challenges she faced as a black woman in a segregated 

America.  From  her  early  years  in  the  vibrant 

community  of  Eatonville,  where  she  soaked  up  the 

folklore  and  traditions  that  would  later  infuse  her 

work,  to  her  groundbreaking  contributions  to  the 

Harlem  Renaissance,  Hurston's  story  is  one  of 
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resilience, determination, and unwavering belief in the 

power of storytelling.

"They  Called  Her  Zora"  sheds  light  on  Hurston's 

groundbreaking  literary  achievements,  including  her 

seminal  novel  "Their  Eyes  Were  Watching  God,"  a 

masterpiece that captures the complexities of African 

American  identity  and  the  search  for  love  and 

fulfillment.  Through  insightful  analysis  and  expert 

commentary,  this  book  examines  Hurston's  unique 

voice, her mastery of language, and her ability to craft 

characters that leap off the page and into the hearts of 

readers.

Beyond  her  novels,  Hurston's  contributions  to 

American literature extend to her short stories, folklore 

collections, and autobiography. This book explores the 

full  range of her work, highlighting her keen eye for 

detail,  her  ear  for  dialogue,  and  her  deep 

understanding of the human condition. Hurston's work 

offers a powerful lens through which to examine race, 
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gender, and class in America, making her a vital voice 

in the ongoing struggle for equality and justice.

"They Called Her Zora" is more than just a biography; it 

is  a  celebration  of  a  literary  giant  whose  work 

continues to resonate with readers around the world. 

Through its exploration of Hurston's life, her writing, 

and her enduring legacy, this book invites readers to 

embark  on a  journey  of  discovery,  gaining  a  deeper 

appreciation  for  one  of  the  most  important  and 

influential writers in American history.

7



Chapter 1: A Daughter of the South

Zora Neale Hurston's early life in Eatonville, 

Florida

Zora Neale Hurston was born on January 7, 1891, in the 

small  town  of  Eatonville,  Florida,  a  community 

founded by freed slaves after the Civil War. Eatonville 

was a place where African Americans could live and 

thrive  free  from  the  oppressive  Jim  Crow  laws  that 

dominated the rest of the South. Hurston's father, John 

Hurston, was a carpenter and Baptist preacher, and her 

mother, Lucy Potts Hurston, was a schoolteacher. Zora 

was the fifth of eight children.

From a young age,  Hurston was exposed to  the rich 

cultural  heritage  of  Eatonville.  She  listened  to  the 

stories and songs of her elders, and she absorbed the 

traditions  and  customs  of  her  community.  She  also 

developed a love of nature, spending hours exploring 

the  woods  and  fields  surrounding  Eatonville.  These 
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early experiences would later serve as the inspiration 

for much of her writing.

Hurston's formal education was limited. She attended 

school sporadically, and she never graduated from high 

school. However, she was a voracious reader, and she 

educated  herself  by  reading  books  and  newspapers. 

She  also  began  writing  at  a  young  age,  and  she 

published her first story in a local newspaper when she 

was just 13 years old.

In  1917,  Hurston  left  Eatonville  to  pursue  her 

education.  She  attended  Howard  University  in 

Washington,  D.C.,  where  she  studied  English  and 

anthropology. She also began to write more seriously, 

and she published several short stories and essays in 

literary magazines.

Hurston's  early  life  in  Eatonville  had  a  profound 

impact  on  her  development  as  a  writer.  The  stories, 

songs, and traditions of her community provided her 

with  a  rich  source  of  material.  Her  experiences  of 
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growing  up  in  a  black  community  in  the  segregated 

South  gave  her  a  unique  perspective  on  race  and 

identity.  And  her  love  of  nature  and  the  outdoors 

instilled in her a deep appreciation for the beauty of 

the natural world.

All of these elements would come together in Hurston's 

writing, creating a body of work that is both powerful 

and moving. Her novels, short stories, and essays offer 

a unique glimpse into the lives of African Americans in 

the  early  20th  century.  They  also  explore  universal 

themes of love, loss, and identity. Hurston's work is a 

testament to the power of storytelling, and it continues 

to inspire and enlighten readers to this day.
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Chapter 1: A Daughter of the South

The influence of her family and community 

on her writing

Zora Neale Hurston's upbringing in the small town of 

Eatonville, Florida, played a pivotal role in shaping her 

unique literary voice and perspective. Surrounded by a 

vibrant  African  American  community,  Hurston 

absorbed the rich oral traditions, folklore, and cultural 

heritage  that  would  later  infuse  her  writing  with 

authenticity and depth.

Her family  was a  constant  source of  inspiration and 

support.  Her father, John Hurston, was a charismatic 

preacher and community leader who instilled in Zora a 

deep appreciation for her cultural roots. Her mother, 

Lucy  Potts  Hurston,  was  a  strong  and  independent 

woman  who  encouraged  Zora's  intellectual  curiosity 

and love of learning.
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From  an  early  age,  Hurston  was  immersed  in  the 

storytelling traditions of her community. She listened 

intently  to  the  tales  spun  by  elders,  absorbing  the 

rhythms,  cadences,  and colloquialisms of  the African 

American vernacular. These stories, filled with humor, 

wisdom, and resilience, became the foundation for her 

own literary style.

Eatonville itself  was a microcosm of black life in the 

rural South. It was a place where people lived, loved, 

laughed,  and  struggled,  and  where  the  bonds  of 

community  were  strong.  Hurston's  experiences 

growing  up  in  Eatonville  gave  her  a  deep 

understanding of the challenges and triumphs faced by 

African Americans in the Jim Crow era.

Hurston's family and community provided her with a 

sense of identity and belonging that would sustain her 

throughout her life. They were her first audience, their 

laughter and tears her first validation as a writer. Their 

influence can be seen in the characters, settings, and 
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themes  that  populate  her  novels,  short  stories,  and 

folklore collections.

Hurston's  work  is  a  testament  to  the  power  of 

community and family in shaping an artist's vision. Her 

writing  gives  voice  to  the  voiceless,  celebrates  the 

beauty and resilience of African American culture, and 

challenges the prevailing stereotypes and prejudices of 

her time.
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Chapter 1: A Daughter of the South

Hurston's  education  and  early  career  as  a 

writer

Zora  Neale  Hurston's  passion  for  storytelling  and 

writing  began  in  her  early  years.  Growing  up  in 

Eatonville,  Florida,  a  community  steeped  in  African 

American history and culture, she was surrounded by a 

wealth of oral traditions and vibrant storytelling. From 

a young age, Hurston displayed an exceptional aptitude 

for language and a keen eye for observing the world 

around her.

Hurston's  formal  education  began  in  a  one-room 

schoolhouse in Eatonville. Despite the limited resources 

and segregation faced by African American students at 

the time, Hurston excelled in her studies. She was an 

avid  reader  and  demonstrated  a  natural  talent  for 

writing.  Hurston's  teachers  recognized  her  potential 

and encouraged her to pursue her literary aspirations.
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After completing her primary education in Eatonville, 

Hurston attended the Morgan Academy, a preparatory 

school in Baltimore, Maryland. There, she continued to 

shine academically and further developed her writing 

skills. Hurston's time at Morgan Academy exposed her 

to a broader world and introduced her to new literary 

influences.

Hurston's early writing career was marked by a series 

of  short  stories  and  essays  published  in  various 

magazines  and  newspapers.  These  early  works 

showcased her unique voice and her ability to capture 

the  nuances  of  African  American  life  and  culture. 

Hurston's  writing  often  drew  upon  her  own 

experiences  and  observations,  as  well  as  the  rich 

folklore and traditions of her community.

In  1925,  Hurston  received  a  scholarship  to  attend 

Howard  University  in  Washington,  D.C.  There,  she 

studied  English  and  anthropology,  two  subjects  that 

would  greatly  influence  her  later  writing.  Hurston's 
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time  at  Howard  University  was  a  period  of  intense 

intellectual  growth  and  development.  She  immersed 

herself  in her studies and surrounded herself  with a 

circle of talented and ambitious young writers.

After  graduating  from  Howard  University,  Hurston 

embarked on a writing career in New York City,  the 

epicenter  of  the  Harlem  Renaissance.  She  quickly 

became a part of the vibrant literary and artistic scene, 

rubbing shoulders  with  luminaries  such as  Langston 

Hughes,  Nella  Larsen,  and Countee  Cullen.  Hurston's 

writing  during  this  period  was  characterized  by  its 

experimentation  with  form  and  style,  as  well  as  its 

exploration  of  themes  related  to  race,  gender,  and 

identity.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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