
A Discovery from Above

Introduction

The world is a vast and mysterious place, and from our 

vantage point on the ground, we can only see a small 

fraction of its beauty and wonder. But what if we could 

take  to  the  skies  and  see  the  world  from  a  new 

perspective?

Aerial  photography  offers  a  unique  way  to  see  the 

world, revealing patterns and textures that are hidden 

from  view  from  the  ground.  It  allows  us  to  see  the 

Earth in a new light, and to appreciate its beauty and 

complexity in a way that is simply not possible from 

the ground.

In this book, we will take you on a journey through the 

world  of  aerial  photography.  We  will  explore  the 

history of this fascinating art form, and learn about the 
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different techniques and technologies that are used to 

capture  aerial  photographs.  We will  also  look  at  the 

many  ways  that  aerial  photography  is  used,  from 

conservation and environmental protection to art and 

advertising.

Along the way, we will be inspired by the work of some 

of  the  world's  greatest  aerial  photographers,  and we 

will  learn  how  to  capture  our  own  stunning  aerial 

photographs.  Whether  you  are  a  professional 

photographer or a hobbyist, this book will help you to 

take your aerial photography skills to the next level.

So join us on this journey through the world of aerial 

photography, and discover the beauty and wonder of 

the world from a new perspective.
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Book Description

From the first hot air balloon flights to the latest drone 

technology, aerial photography has revolutionized the 

way we see the world. In this stunning book, we take 

you  on  a  journey  through  the  world  of  aerial 

photography, from its humble beginnings to its cutting-

edge applications today.

You'll  learn  about  the  different  types  of  aerial 

photography,  from  traditional  aerial  surveys  to 

thermal imaging and satellite photography. You'll also 

learn about the challenges of aerial photography, from 

weather conditions to airspace regulations.

But most importantly, you'll be inspired by the work of 

some  of  the  world's  greatest  aerial  photographers. 

From  Ansel  Adams  to  Yann  Arthus-Bertrand,  these 

photographers  have captured breathtaking images of 

the Earth from above,  revealing its  beauty,  diversity, 

and fragility.
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Whether  you're  a  professional  photographer  or  a 

hobbyist,  this  book will  help you to take your aerial 

photography skills to the next level. You'll learn how to 

choose the right camera and lens, how to set the correct 

exposure, and how to find the perfect angle. You'll also 

learn how to edit and process your aerial photographs 

to create stunning images that will amaze your friends 

and family.

So join us on this journey through the world of aerial 

photography, and discover the beauty and wonder of 

the world from a new perspective.
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Chapter  1:  The  Allure  of  Aerial 

Photography

The history of aerial photography

Aerial photography has a long and fascinating history, 

dating back to the early days of photography itself. In 

1858, Gaspar Felix Tournachon, a French photographer 

also known as Nadar, took the first aerial photographs 

from a hot air balloon. His photographs of Paris from 

above were a groundbreaking achievement, and they 

helped to spark a new interest in aerial photography.

In the early 20th century, aerial photography was used 

extensively for military purposes. During World War I, 

aerial photographs were used to map enemy territory 

and  to  plan  bombing  raids.  After  the  war,  aerial 

photography  began to  be  used  for  a  wider  range  of 

purposes,  including  surveying,  mapping,  and 

exploration.
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In the 1930s, the development of the first lightweight 

aerial  cameras  made  it  possible  to  take  aerial 

photographs  from  airplanes.  This  opened  up  new 

possibilities  for  aerial  photography,  and it  led to  the 

development of new techniques and applications.

During World War II, aerial photography played a vital 

role  in  both  the  Allied  and  Axis  war  efforts.  Aerial 

photographs  were  used  to  identify  enemy targets,  to 

plan  bombing  raids,  and  to  track  troop  movements. 

After the war, aerial photography continued to be used 

for military purposes, but it also began to be used for a 

wide range of civilian applications.

Today, aerial photography is used in a variety of fields, 

including  agriculture,  forestry,  environmental 

protection, archaeology, and real estate. It is also used 

extensively in the media,  and aerial  photographs are 

often  featured  in  newspapers,  magazines,  and 

television programs.
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Aerial photography has come a long way since the days 

of Nadar's hot air balloon. Today, we have access to a 

wide range of aerial photography technologies, and we 

can capture stunning images of the world from above.
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Chapter  1:  The  Allure  of  Aerial 

Photography

The different types of aerial photography

Aerial  photography  is  a  diverse  field,  with  many 

different  types  of  photography  that  can  be  used  to 

capture different images and tell different stories.

 Vertical  aerial  photography is  taken  from 

directly above the subject, looking straight down. 

This  type  of  photography  is  often  used  for 

mapping  and  surveying,  as  it  provides  a  clear 

and accurate view of the ground below.

 Oblique  aerial  photography is  taken  at  an 

angle, so that the horizon is visible in the image. 

This  type  of  photography  is  often  used  for 

landscape  photography,  as  it  can  capture  the 

beauty of the Earth's surface in a more dynamic 

way.
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 Panoramic  aerial  photography is  created  by 

stitching  together  multiple  images  to  create  a 

wide-angle  view of  the landscape.  This  type of 

photography is often used for creating maps and 

posters, as it can provide a comprehensive view 

of a large area.

 Thermal  aerial  photography uses  infrared 

cameras to capture images of heat radiation. This 

type of photography is often used for detecting 

heat leaks in buildings, monitoring crop health, 

and searching for people in distress.

 Multispectral aerial photography uses cameras 

that  are  sensitive  to  different  wavelengths  of 

light,  including  near-infrared  and  ultraviolet 

light. This type of photography is often used for 

environmental  monitoring,  as  it  can  provide 

information about the health of vegetation and 

the composition of the soil.
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Each type  of  aerial  photography has  its  own unique 

advantages  and  disadvantages,  and  the  best  type  of 

photography for a particular project will depend on the 

specific needs of the photographer.
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Chapter  1:  The  Allure  of  Aerial 

Photography

The techniques used in aerial photography

Aerial photography is a specialized field that requires a 

unique set of techniques and equipment. Some of the 

most important techniques used in aerial photography 

include:

 Choosing the right aircraft: The type of aircraft 

used for aerial photography will depend on the 

specific  needs  of  the  photographer.  Some 

common  types  of  aircraft  used  for  aerial 

photography include airplanes, helicopters, and 

drones.

 Using the right  camera: The camera used for 

aerial photography is also an important factor in 

determining  the  quality  of  the  final  images. 

Aerial  photographers  typically  use  high-

resolution cameras with wide-angle lenses.
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 Setting  the  correct  exposure: The  exposure 

settings  for  aerial  photography  are  critical  in 

order  to  capture  images  that  are  properly  lit. 

Aerial  photographers  typically  use  a 

combination of shutter speed, aperture, and ISO 

to achieve the desired exposure.

 Finding the best angle: The angle from which 

aerial  photographs  are  taken  can  have  a 

significant  impact  on  the  final  image.  Aerial 

photographers  typically  experiment  with 

different angles to find the one that best captures 

the desired subject matter.

 Waiting  for  the  perfect  moment: Timing  is 

everything  in  aerial  photography.  Aerial 

photographers often have to wait for the perfect 

moment to capture the desired image. This may 

involve waiting for the right weather conditions, 

the right lighting conditions, or the right subject 

matter. 
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 This extract presents the opening 

three sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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