
The  Essential  Shakespearean 

Companion

Introduction

Shakespeare is one of the most famous and influential 

writers in the English language. His plays and poems 

have been translated into  every major  language and 

are performed and studied all over the world.

But who was Shakespeare? What was his life like? And 

how did he come to write some of the greatest works of 

literature ever created?

In  this  book,  we  will  explore  the  life  and  work  of 

William  Shakespeare.  We  will  learn  about  his 

childhood, his marriage, his career in London, and his 

retirement. We will also examine his plays and poems, 

and discuss their themes, characters, and language.
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We  hope  that  this  book  will  help  you  to  better 

understand  and  appreciate  the  work  of  William 

Shakespeare. Whether you are a student, a teacher, or 

simply a lover of literature, we hope that you will find 

something of value in these pages.

Shakespeare  was  born  in  Stratford-upon-Avon, 

England,  in  1564.  His  father  was  a  successful 

businessman,  and his  mother  was  the  daughter  of  a 

wealthy  landowner.  Shakespeare  attended  the  King's 

New School in Stratford, where he received a classical 

education.

In  1582,  Shakespeare  married  Anne  Hathaway,  a 

woman eight  years  his  senior.  The couple  had three 

children: Susanna, Hamnet, and Judith.

In 1590, Shakespeare left Stratford for London, where 

he  began  his  career  as  a  playwright  and  actor.  He 

joined the Lord Chamberlain's  Men,  one of  the most 

successful acting companies of the time.
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Shakespeare  wrote  some  of  his  most  famous  plays 

during the 1590s, including Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, 

and  Macbeth.  He  also  wrote  a  number  of  comedies, 

such  as  A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream  and  The 

Merchant of Venice.

In  1613,  Shakespeare  retired  to  Stratford,  where  he 

lived until his death in 1616. He is buried in the Holy 

Trinity Church in Stratford.

Shakespeare's plays and poems have been praised for 

their  beauty,  their  wit,  and their  wisdom. They have 

been  translated  into  every  major  language  and  are 

performed and studied all over the world.

Shakespeare is considered one of the greatest writers 

in the English language. His work has had a profound 

impact on Western culture, and his plays and poems 

continue to be enjoyed by people of all ages.
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Book Description

The  Essential  Shakespearean  Companion is  the 

essential  guide  to  William  Shakespeare,  his  life,  his 

work,  and  his  legacy.  This  comprehensive  volume 

covers  everything  from  Shakespeare's  humble 

beginnings in Stratford-upon-Avon to his rise to fame 

as the greatest playwright in the English language.

The Essential Shakespearean Companion is  packed 

with fascinating information about Shakespeare's  life 

and times. You'll learn about his family, his marriage, 

his career in London, and his retirement. You'll also get 

a glimpse of the Elizabethan era, a time of great social 

and political change.

Of  course,  no  discussion  of  Shakespeare  would  be 

complete without a look at his plays and poems.  The 

Essential  Shakespearean  Companion provides 

detailed analyses of all of Shakespeare's major works, 

including Hamlet,  Macbeth,  Romeo and Juliet,  and A 
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Midsummer  Night's  Dream.  You'll  learn  about  the 

themes,  characters,  and  language  of  these  timeless 

masterpieces.

But The Essential Shakespearean Companion is more 

than just a guide to Shakespeare's work. It also explores 

his  impact  on  Western  culture.  You'll  learn  about 

Shakespeare's  influence on literature,  music,  art,  and 

film. You'll also discover how Shakespeare's plays and 

poems continue to be performed and studied all over 

the world.

Whether you're a student, a teacher, or simply a lover 

of  literature,  The  Essential  Shakespearean 

Companion is  the  perfect  resource  for  you.  This 

comprehensive  volume  will  help  you  to  better 

understand  and  appreciate  the  work  of  William 

Shakespeare.

In addition to the chapters on Shakespeare's life, work, 

and legacy, The Essential Shakespearean Companion 

also includes  a  number of  helpful  appendices.  These 

5



appendices  provide  information  on  Shakespeare's 

language, his stagecraft, and his actors. There is also a 

timeline  of  Shakespeare's  life  and  a  glossary  of 

Shakespearean terms.

With  its  wealth  of  information  and  its  clear  and 

engaging writing style,  The Essential Shakespearean 

Companion is  the  essential  guide  to  William 

Shakespeare.  This  comprehensive  volume  is  a  must-

have for anyone who wants to learn more about the 

greatest playwright in the English language. 
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Chapter 1: The Bard's Life and Times

Shakespeare's Birth and Early Life

William Shakespeare was born in Stratford-upon-Avon, 

England, on April 23, 1564. He was the third of eight 

children  born  to  John  Shakespeare,  a  successful 

businessman,  and  Mary  Arden,  the  daughter  of  a 

wealthy landowner.

Shakespeare's father was a prominent member of the 

Stratford community and served as mayor of the town 

in 1568.  His  mother was a  devout  Catholic,  and it  is 

believed that  Shakespeare was raised in the Catholic 

faith.

Shakespeare  attended  the  King's  New  School  in 

Stratford, where he received a classical education. He 

studied  Latin,  Greek,  and  rhetoric,  and  he  became 

familiar  with  the  works  of  the  ancient  Greek  and 

Roman poets and playwrights.
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In  1582,  Shakespeare  married  Anne  Hathaway,  a 

woman eight  years  his  senior.  The couple  had three 

children: Susanna, Hamnet, and Judith.

After  his  marriage,  Shakespeare  left  Stratford  for 

London, where he began his career as a playwright and 

actor.  He joined the Lord Chamberlain's  Men, one of 

the most successful acting companies of the time.

Shakespeare's  early  life  was marked by both success 

and tragedy. He achieved great success as a playwright 

and actor,  but  he also lost  his  son,  Hamnet,  in 1596. 

Despite  these  challenges,  Shakespeare  continued  to 

write  some  of  the  greatest  plays  in  the  English 

language.
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Chapter 1: The Bard's Life and Times

Shakespeare's Marriage and Family

William  Shakespeare  married  Anne  Hathaway  on 

November  28,  1582,  in  the  Holy  Trinity  Church  in 

Stratford-upon-Avon.  Anne  was  the  daughter  of  a 

substantial  yeoman farmer,  and she  was  eight  years 

older than Shakespeare.

The couple had three children: Susanna, Hamnet, and 

Judith. Susanna was born in 1583, Hamnet was born in 

1585,  and  Judith  was  born  in  1588.  Hamnet  died  of 

unknown causes in 1596, at the age of 11.

Shakespeare's  marriage  to  Anne  Hathaway has  been 

the subject  of  much speculation.  Some scholars  have 

argued  that  the  marriage  was  unhappy,  and  that 

Shakespeare's sonnets express his dissatisfaction with 

his wife. However, there is no evidence to support this 

claim. In fact,  there is  some evidence to suggest  that 

Shakespeare  and  Anne  had  a  happy  marriage.  For 
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example, Shakespeare left Anne his second-best bed in 

his will, which was a valuable possession at the time.

Shakespeare's  family  was very important  to  him.  He 

wrote  many  of  his  plays  about  family  relationships, 

and he often used his own family members as models 

for  his  characters.  For  example,  the  character  of 

Hamlet is  thought to be based on Shakespeare's own 

son, Hamnet.

Shakespeare's marriage and family life had a profound 

impact on his work. His plays are full of insights into 

the  human  condition,  and  they  often  explore  the 

themes of love, loss, and family.
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Chapter 1: The Bard's Life and Times

Shakespeare's Career in London

Shakespeare's  career  in  London  began  in  the  early 

1590s,  when  he  joined  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  Men, 

one  of  the  most  successful  acting  companies  of  the 

time.  Shakespeare  quickly  became  one  of  the 

company's  leading  playwrights,  and  his  plays  were 

regularly  performed  at  the  Globe  Theatre  and  other 

London playhouses.

Shakespeare's  early  plays  were  mostly  comedies  and 

histories, but he soon began to write tragedies as well. 

His  tragedies,  such as  Hamlet,  Othello,  and Macbeth, 

are some of the most famous and influential plays ever 

written.

In addition to writing plays, Shakespeare also acted in 

some of his own plays. He was a member of the Lord 

Chamberlain's  Men  for  over  twenty  years,  and  he 

appeared in many of the company's productions.
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Shakespeare's career in London was a great success. He 

became  one  of  the  most  popular  and  successful 

playwrights of his time, and his plays continue to be 

performed and studied all over the world.

Here are some of the highlights of Shakespeare's career 

in London:

 In  1594,  Shakespeare's  play  Romeo  and  Juliet 

was performed for the first time. The play was a 

huge  success,  and  it  helped  to  establish 

Shakespeare as one of the leading playwrights of 

his time.

 In  1599,  Shakespeare's  play  Hamlet  was 

performed for  the  first  time.  Hamlet  is  one  of 

Shakespeare's most famous and influential plays, 

and it is considered one of the greatest works of 

English literature.

 In  1603,  Shakespeare's  play  Othello  was 

performed for  the  first  time.  Othello  is  one  of 
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Shakespeare's  most  tragic  plays,  and  it  is 

considered one of his greatest works.

 In  1606,  Shakespeare's  play  Macbeth  was 

performed for the first time. Macbeth is one of 

Shakespeare's most famous and influential plays, 

and it is considered one of his greatest works.

Shakespeare's career in London was a great success. He 

became  one  of  the  most  popular  and  successful 

playwrights of his time, and his plays continue to be 

performed and studied all over the world.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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