
STREETWISE TO DIVINE

Introduction

Pasquale De Marco, once a hustler deeply entrenched 

in the harsh realities of street life, has embarked on a 

transformative journey that has led to the creation of 

this empowering guide. Through personal experiences 

and  invaluable  lessons  learned,  Pasquale  De  Marco 

sheds  light  on  the  intricate  challenges  and  triumphs 

that  shape  the  lives  of  those  navigating  the  often-

turbulent waters of the streets.

This  book  delves  into  the  complexities  of  the  street 

culture,  exploring  the  allure  that  draws  individuals 

into its dangerous embrace. It examines the factors that 

contribute  to  the  rise  and  fall  of  hustlers,  from  the 

seductive  promise  of  power  and  wealth  to  the 

devastating consequences of addiction and violence.
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Beyond the  gritty  realities  of  street  life,  Pasquale  De 

Marco  emphasizes  the  immense  power  of 

transformation and redemption. The book serves as a 

beacon  of  hope,  demonstrating  that  even  those  who 

have  strayed  far  from  a  conventional  path  can  find 

their way back to a life of purpose and fulfillment.

Drawing  upon  a  wealth  of  personal  experiences, 

Pasquale  De  Marco  provides  invaluable  insights  into 

the  challenges  of  breaking  free  from  the  cycle  of 

poverty,  addiction,  and  violence.  The  book  offers 

practical strategies for overcoming obstacles, building 

resilience, and embracing new opportunities.

Pasquale  De  Marco  believes  that  everyone  has  the 

potential  to  achieve  success,  regardless  of  their 

background or past mistakes. This book is a testament 

to  the  indomitable  human  spirit  and  the  power  of 

second chances. Through its pages, Pasquale De Marco 

extends a helping hand to those seeking to escape the 
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shadows  of  the  streets  and  embark  on  a  path  of 

personal growth and empowerment.

Within  these  pages,  readers  will  find  not  only  a 

compelling narrative but also a practical guide to self-

discovery, resilience, and the pursuit of a meaningful 

life.  STREETWISE  TO  DIVINE  is  a  powerful  and 

inspiring  resource  for  anyone  seeking  to  overcome 

adversity and achieve their full potential.
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Book Description

In STREETWISE TO DIVINE, Pasquale De Marco draws 

upon  personal  experiences  and  invaluable  lessons 

learned  to  provide  a  roadmap  for  those  seeking  to 

break  free  from the  cycle  of  poverty,  addiction,  and 

violence.  This  empowering  guide  offers  practical 

strategies for overcoming obstacles, building resilience, 

and embracing new opportunities.

Pasquale  De  Marco  believes  that  everyone  has  the 

potential  to  achieve  success,  regardless  of  their 

background or past mistakes. STREETWISE TO DIVINE 

is a testament to the indomitable human spirit and the 

power of second chances. Through its pages, Pasquale 

De Marco extends a helping hand to those seeking to 

escape  the  shadows  of  the  streets  and  embark  on  a 

path of personal growth and empowerment.

Within  these  pages,  readers  will  find  not  only  a 

compelling narrative but also a practical guide to self-
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discovery, resilience, and the pursuit of a meaningful 

life.  STREETWISE  TO  DIVINE  is  a  powerful  and 

inspiring  resource  for  anyone  seeking  to  overcome 

adversity and achieve their full potential.

From  the  allure  of  the  streets  to  the  challenges  of 

addiction and violence, Pasquale De Marco provides a 

raw and unflinching look at the realities of street life. 

However, beyond the gritty realities, STREETWISE TO 

DIVINE offers a message of hope and redemption.

With  its  practical  advice,  thought-provoking  insights, 

and  unwavering  belief  in  the  human  spirit, 

STREETWISE  TO  DIVINE  is  an  essential  guide  for 

anyone  seeking  to  transform their  lives  and  achieve 

their  dreams.  Whether  you  are  a  former  hustler,  a 

community  activist,  or  simply  someone  looking  to 

overcome challenges and live a more fulfilling life, this 

book will inspire and empower you.

In the tradition of "The Corner" by David Simon and Ed 

Burns  and  "Dreamland"  by  Sam  Quinones, 
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STREETWISE  TO  DIVINE  is  a  powerful  and  moving 

account of the human struggle for redemption and the 

transformative power of hope.
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Chapter 1: The Genesis of a Hustler

The allure of the streets

The streets beckon with a siren song, promising wealth, 

power,  and  freedom.  For  some,  it's  an  escape  from 

poverty or a broken home. For others, it's a chance to 

prove their worth and make a name for themselves.

The streets offer a sense of belonging and community. 

Hustlers  form  alliances  and  protect  each  other  like 

family.  They  develop  their  own  code  of  honor  and 

loyalty.

The allure of the streets is also fueled by the desire for 

quick and easy money. Hustlers can make more money 

in a day than many people do in a month. This wealth 

can bring them a sense of power and control.

However,  the streets  are a dangerous place.  Hustlers 

face  constant  threats  from  violence,  addiction,  and 

arrest. The life expectancy of a hustler is short.
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Despite the dangers, the allure of the streets remains 

strong.  For  many,  it's  a  way  of  life  that  they  can't 

imagine leaving.

The cycle of poverty

Poverty  is  a  major  factor  that  drives  people  to  the 

streets. Those who grow up in poverty often lack access 

to education and job opportunities. They may turn to 

hustling as a way to make ends meet.

The cycle of poverty is difficult to break. Hustlers often 

end up trapped in a life of crime and violence. They 

may become addicted to drugs or alcohol.  They may 

lose their homes and families.

The broken home

A  broken  home  can  also  lead  people  to  the  streets. 

Children  who  grow  up  in  homes  where  there  is 

violence, neglect, or abuse may run away or be forced 

out.  They  may  end  up  living  on  the  streets  or  in 

shelters.
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Children who grow up in broken homes are more likely 

to experience poverty, addiction, and crime. They are 

also more likely to become victims of violence.

The search for identity

Some people turn to the streets in search of identity. 

They may feel lost or alone in their lives. They may be 

struggling with their sexuality or gender identity. The 

streets  can  offer  them  a  sense  of  belonging  and 

acceptance.

Hustlers often create their own identities on the streets. 

They may adopt  a  new name or  persona.  They may 

develop a unique style of dress or behavior.

Conclusion

The allure of the streets is complex and multifaceted. It 

can be driven by poverty, a broken home, or the search 

for  identity.  The  streets  offer  a  sense  of  belonging, 

power,  and  freedom.  However,  they  are  also  a 
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dangerous place.  Hustlers  face  constant  threats  from 

violence, addiction, and arrest.
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Chapter 1: The Genesis of a Hustler

From innocence to game

In  the  labyrinthine  streets  of  Baltimore,  where 

shadows danced and secrets whispered, a young soul 

named Anthony embarked on a perilous journey that 

would  forever  alter  the  course  of  his  life.  From  the 

tender  age  of  twelve,  Anthony's  heart  yearned  for 

something more than the confines of his impoverished 

neighborhood.  The  allure  of  the  streets,  with  its 

promise  of  quick  riches  and  instant  gratification, 

proved irresistible.

Anthony's initial foray into the world of hustling was 

marked by a naivete that belied his tender years. He 

sold  small-time drugs,  eager  to  prove  his  worth  and 

earn the respect of his peers. As he delved deeper into 

the illicit trade, Anthony's innocence gradually eroded, 

replaced  by  a  hardened  exterior  and  a  ruthless 

determination to succeed.
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Under the tutelage of a seasoned hustler known as Big 

Dave, Anthony honed his skills, learning the intricate 

art  of  deception,  manipulation,  and  violence.  He 

mastered the ability to read people's weaknesses and 

exploit  their  vulnerabilities.  The  streets  became  his 

classroom,  where  every  interaction  was  a  lesson  in 

survival.

As Anthony's reputation grew, so did his ambition. He 

expanded his operations, forming alliances with other 

hustlers  and  establishing  a  network  that  extended 

beyond the city limits. The allure of wealth and power 

consumed him, and he became known as one of  the 

most feared and respected hustlers in Baltimore.

Yet,  beneath  the  facade  of  bravado  and  swagger, 

Anthony's  youthful  innocence  lingered,  a  flickering 

flame struggling to stay alight amidst the darkness. The 

constant  threat  of  violence,  the  betrayal  of  so-called 

friends,  and  the  gnawing  guilt  of  his  actions  left  an 

indelible mark on his soul.
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Chapter 1: The Genesis of a Hustler

Finding a mentor

In  the  treacherous  world  of  the  streets,  finding  a 

mentor can be the difference between life and death, 

success  and  failure.  A  good  mentor  can  provide 

guidance,  protection,  and knowledge that  can help a 

young  hustler  navigate  the  dangerous  waters  of  the 

streets.

One of the most important things a mentor can provide 

is  guidance.  The  streets  are  a  complex  and  ever-

changing  environment,  and  it  can  be  difficult  for  a 

young  hustler  to  know  which  way  to  turn.  A  good 

mentor can help them make the right choices, avoid the 

pitfalls, and stay on the path to success.

Protection  is  another  key  thing  that  a  mentor  can 

provide. The streets are a dangerous place, and young 

hustlers are often targets for violence. A good mentor 

can help protect them from harm and keep them safe.
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Finally, a mentor can provide knowledge. The streets 

are  a  place  where  knowledge  is  power,  and  a  good 

mentor can teach a young hustler everything they need 

to know about the game. They can teach them how to 

hustle, how to avoid the police, and how to stay out of 

trouble.

Finding  a  good  mentor  is  not  always  easy,  but  it  is 

worth  the  effort.  A  good  mentor  can  help  a  young 

hustler  achieve  their  full  potential  and  avoid  the 

pitfalls of the streets.

Here are some tips for finding a good mentor:

 Look for someone who is successful. You want 

to  find  someone  who  has  already  achieved 

success in the streets. This person will be able to 

provide  you with  the  guidance  and knowledge 

you need to succeed.

 Look for someone who is willing to help. Not 

everyone is willing to take the time to mentor a 

young hustler. Find someone who is passionate 
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about helping others and who is willing to invest 

in your success.

 Look for someone who you can trust. You need 

to be able to trust  your mentor with your life. 

This  person  will  be  privy  to  your  secrets  and 

your plans. Make sure you find someone who is 

trustworthy and who will not betray you.

Once you have found a good mentor, be sure to show 

them  your  appreciation.  Respect  them,  follow  their 

advice, and work hard to achieve your goals.  A good 

mentor can be a valuable asset in your life, and they 

can help you achieve your full potential.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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