
From the Mountains to the Sea

Introduction

Clingman's  Brigade was  a  force  to  be  reckoned with 

during  the  American  Civil  War.  Commanded  by  the 

enigmatic Brigadier General Thomas Lanier Clingman, 

the  brigade  left  an  indelible  mark  on  the  conflict, 

despite receiving scant attention from historians. This 

book aims to shed light on the brigade's pivotal role in 

various  battles  and  defensive  positions,  while 

dispelling  misconceptions  and  providing  a  more 

accurate  portrayal  of  its  commander  and  the 

challenges it faced.

From its formation in November 1862 to its final battles 

in the spring of 1865, Clingman's Brigade fought with 

valor and tenacity. Its soldiers hailed from all walks of 

life,  united  by  their  unwavering  commitment  to  the 

Confederate cause. They endured grueling conditions, 
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faced overwhelming odds,  and witnessed the horrors 

of  war  firsthand.  Yet,  they  persevered,  earning  a 

reputation  for  their  resilience  and  unwavering 

determination.

This  book  delves  into  the  brigade's  composition, 

examining  the  backgrounds  and  motivations  of  its 

officers and men. It explores the brigade's leadership 

style,  highlighting  Clingman's  unique  approach  to 

command  and  the  impact  it  had  on  the  unit's 

effectiveness. The book also sheds light on the brigade's 

contributions to the Confederate war effort, analyzing 

its victories and defeats and its role in key campaigns.

Beyond its military significance, Clingman's Brigade left 

a lasting legacy. Its soldiers returned home as heroes, 

their  sacrifices  etched  in  the  annals  of  history. 

Monuments  and  memorials  were  erected  in  their 

honor,  and  their  stories  were  passed  down  through 

generations.  The brigade's legacy extends beyond the 

battlefield, as its members went on to play prominent 
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roles  in  politics,  business,  and  society,  shaping  the 

course of the nation in the postwar era.

This  book  is  a  comprehensive  examination  of 

Clingman's  Brigade,  providing a fresh perspective on 

its history and significance. It is a tribute to the brave 

men who served in its ranks and a valuable resource 

for anyone interested in the American Civil War and 

the enduring legacy of those who fought in it.
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Book Description

From the mountains of North Carolina to the shores of 

the Atlantic, Clingman's Brigade left an indelible mark 

on the American Civil War. This comprehensive book 

delves into the history and legacy of this remarkable 

unit, shedding light on its pivotal role in various battles 

and  defensive  positions,  while  dispelling 

misconceptions  and  providing  a  more  accurate 

portrayal  of  its  enigmatic  commander,  Brigadier 

General Thomas Lanier Clingman, and the challenges it 

faced.

Composed  of  four  regiments  of  North  Carolina 

Infantry, Clingman's Brigade was formed in November 

1862 and quickly thrust into the heart of the conflict. Its 

soldiers,  drawn  from  all  walks  of  life,  displayed 

unwavering  courage  and  tenacity  in  the  face  of 

overwhelming  odds.  This  book  delves  into  their 

backgrounds  and  motivations,  exploring  the  factors 
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that  shaped  their  unwavering  commitment  to  the 

Confederate cause.

Beyond its military significance, Clingman's Brigade left 

a lasting legacy. Its members returned home as heroes, 

their  sacrifices  etched  in  the  annals  of  history. 

Monuments  and  memorials  were  erected  in  their 

honor,  and  their  stories  were  passed  down  through 

generations. This book explores the brigade's impact on 

the Confederate war effort, analyzing its victories and 

defeats and its role in key campaigns.

This book also examines the brigade's leadership style, 

highlighting Clingman's unique approach to command 

and the impact it had on the unit's effectiveness. It also 

sheds  light  on  the  brigade's  contributions  to  the 

Confederate  war  effort,  analyzing  its  victories  and 

defeats and its role in key campaigns.

With meticulous research and engaging narrative, this 

book  brings  to  life  the  story  of  Clingman's  Brigade, 

providing  a  fresh  perspective  on  its  history  and 
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significance. It is a tribute to the brave men who served 

in  its  ranks  and  a  valuable  resource  for  anyone 

interested in the American Civil War and the enduring 

legacy of those who fought in it.
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Chapter 1: Building the Brigade

The Early Days of the Brigade

In the tumultuous autumn of 1862, as the winds of war 

swept across the American South, a new military force 

emerged  from  the  mountains  of  North  Carolina  - 

Clingman's  Brigade.  Its  formation  marked  a  pivotal 

moment in the history of the Confederacy, as Brigadier 

General  Thomas  Lanier  Clingman,  a  man  of 

unwavering determination and military ambition, took 

command  of  four  regiments,  ready  to  confront  the 

encroaching Union army.

Clingman,  a  prominent  politician  and  former 

congressman, found himself thrust into the unfamiliar 

realm of military leadership. Despite his lack of formal 

military  training,  he  possessed  an  indomitable  spirit 

and a keen understanding of strategy.  He recognized 

the urgent need to bolster the Confederate defenses in 

7



eastern North Carolina, where Union forces threatened 

to penetrate deep into the heart of the Confederacy.

With  unwavering  resolve,  Clingman  set  about 

assembling  his  brigade,  meticulously  selecting 

regiments  renowned for  their  valor  and unwavering 

loyalty to the Southern cause. The 8th, 31st, 51st, and 

61st regiments of North Carolina Infantry, composed of 

men  from  diverse  backgrounds  and  walks  of  life, 

united  under  Clingman's  command.  These  soldiers, 

hailing from farms, towns, and cities across the state, 

shared a common bond of patriotism and a willingness 

to sacrifice everything for their homeland.

The early days of the brigade were marked by intense 

training  and  preparation.  Clingman,  recognizing  the 

importance  of  discipline  and  cohesion,  subjected  his 

men  to  rigorous  drills  and  exercises.  He  instilled  in 

them  a  sense  of  unwavering  loyalty  and  obedience, 

transforming them from a collection of individuals into 

a formidable fighting force.  The soldiers,  inspired by 
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their  commander's  unwavering  determination, 

embraced  the  challenges  of  military  life  with 

unwavering resolve.

As Clingman's Brigade honed its skills, rumors of their 

prowess spread throughout the region. The men of the 

brigade,  fueled  by  a  burning  desire  to  defend  their 

homeland,  eagerly  awaited  the  opportunity  to  prove 

themselves in battle. The stage was set for Clingman's 

Brigade to leave an indelible mark on the annals of the 

American Civil  War,  their  legacy forever intertwined 

with the fate of the Confederacy.
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Chapter 1: Building the Brigade

The Men of the Brigade

The  men  who  served  in  Clingman's  Brigade  were  a 

diverse group, hailing from all walks of life. They were 

farmers,  merchants,  lawyers,  doctors,  and  teachers. 

They were young and old, rich and poor, educated and 

uneducated.  They came from cities,  towns,  and rural 

villages. They were united by their love of country and 

their willingness to fight for the Confederate cause.

The majority of the brigade's soldiers were from North 

Carolina,  but  there  were  also  men  from  Tennessee, 

Virginia,  and  Georgia.  Many  of  them  had  served  in 

other  units  before  being  transferred  to  Clingman's 

Brigade. Some were veterans of the Mexican-American 

War. Others had never seen combat before.

Despite  their  diverse  backgrounds,  the  men  of 

Clingman's Brigade quickly developed a strong sense of 

camaraderie.  They  shared  the  hardships  of  war  and 
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relied on each other for support. They looked out for 

each other in battle, and they mourned the loss of their 

fallen comrades.

The brigade's  soldiers  were known for  their  courage 

and determination. They were often outnumbered and 

outgunned, but they never gave up. They fought with 

tenacity  and  skill,  earning  the  respect  of  both  their 

Confederate and Union adversaries.

The men of Clingman's Brigade were a microcosm of 

the Confederate army as a whole. They were ordinary 

men who were called upon to do extraordinary things. 

They answered the call to duty and fought bravely for 

their cause. Their story is a reminder of the sacrifices 

that  were  made  by  both  sides  during  the  American 

Civil War.

* The Early Days of the Brigade

Clingman's Brigade was formed in November 1862, in 

response  to  the  Union  army's  advances  into  eastern 
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North Carolina. The brigade was initially composed of 

four  regiments:  the  8th,  31st,  51st,  and  61st  North 

Carolina  Infantry.  These  regiments  were  all 

understrength, and the brigade's total strength was just 

over 2,000 men.

Clingman  was  a  controversial  figure,  and  his 

appointment  as  commander  of  the  brigade  was  met 

with  some  opposition.  However,  he  was  a  skilled 

military leader, and he quickly won the respect of his 

men. He was known for his personal bravery and his 

willingness to take risks.

The brigade's first assignment was to defend the town 

of Kinston, North Carolina. The Union army launched a 

series  of  attacks  on  Kinston  in  December  1862,  but 

Clingman's  Brigade  repulsed  them  all.  The  brigade's 

success  at  Kinston  boosted  its  morale  and  gave  it  a 

reputation for being a tough fighting unit.
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* The Brigade's First Battles

In the spring of 1863, Clingman's Brigade was assigned 

to the Army of Northern Virginia. The brigade fought in 

a number of battles during the Gettysburg Campaign, 

including the Battle of Chancellorsville and the Battle of 

Gettysburg.

At Chancellorsville,  the brigade was part of the force 

that attacked the Union army's flank. The attack was 

successful,  and  the  Union  army  was  routed.  At 

Gettysburg, the brigade was involved in heavy fighting 

on the second and third days of the battle. The brigade 

suffered heavy casualties at Gettysburg, but it helped to 

hold  the  Confederate  line  against  repeated  Union 

attacks.

The Battle of Gettysburg was a turning point in the Civil 

War.  After  Gettysburg,  the  Confederate  army  was 

never  able  to  mount  a  major  offensive  again. 

Clingman's Brigade continued to fight in the Army of 

Northern Virginia until the end of the war. The brigade 
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fought in a number of battles, including the Battle of 

the Wilderness, the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House, 

and the Battle of Cold Harbor.

The  brigade  suffered  heavy  casualties  during  the 

Overland Campaign, and it was eventually reduced to a 

skeleton  of  its  former  strength.  The  brigade  was 

disbanded in April 1865, just weeks before the end of 

the war.
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Chapter 1: Building the Brigade

Organization and Structure of the Brigade

Clingman's  Brigade  was  a  formidable  fighting  force 

that left an indelible mark on the American Civil War. 

Its organization and structure played a crucial role in 

its effectiveness on the battlefield.

The brigade was  initially  formed in  November  1862, 

comprising four regiments of North Carolina infantry: 

the 8th, 31st, 51st, and 61st. Each regiment consisted of 

approximately  1,000  men,  organized  into  10 

companies. The brigade was commanded by Brigadier 

General  Thomas Lanier  Clingman,  a  charismatic  and 

controversial figure.

Clingman  was  a  West  Point  graduate  with  a  strong 

military  background.  He had served in  the  Mexican-

American  War  and  had  been  elected  to  the  United 

States Congress before the outbreak of the Civil War. 
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Despite his lack of formal military training, Clingman 

proved to be a capable and effective commander.

The  brigade's  structure  was  typical  of  Confederate 

infantry brigades during the Civil War. Each regiment 

was commanded by a colonel, while each company was 

led by a captain. The brigade's staff included a number 

of officers responsible for various administrative and 

logistical duties.

The brigade was initially assigned to the Department of 

North Carolina, where it was tasked with defending the 

state from Union incursions. The brigade saw its first 

action at the Battle of Kinston in December 1862, where 

it helped to repel a Union attack.

In early 1863, the brigade was transferred to the Army 

of  Northern  Virginia,  where  it  served  under  the 

command of General Robert E. Lee. The brigade fought 

in a number of key battles, including Chancellorsville, 

Gettysburg, and the Wilderness.
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Clingman's Brigade was known for its aggressive and 

tenacious  fighting  style.  The  brigade's  soldiers  were 

well-trained  and  disciplined,  and  they  were  led  by 

capable  and  experienced  officers.  The  brigade's 

organization and structure contributed to its success on 

the battlefield,  and it  played a significant role in the 

Confederate war effort.

Throughout  its  existence,  Clingman's  Brigade 

underwent  several  changes  in  its  organization  and 

structure. As units were lost in battle or transferred to 

other  commands,  the  brigade's  composition changed. 

However, the brigade's core identity remained intact, 

and it continued to fight with distinction until the end 

of the war.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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