
Doin' Their Thing

Introduction

In the realm of music, where melodies dance and lyrics 

paint pictures, there exists a hidden world of artistry, 

passion, and dedication—the world of songwriting. Join 

us  on  a  journey  into  the  minds  and  hearts  of 

songwriters,  as  they  unveil  the  secrets  behind  their 

craft, share their triumphs and tribulations, and offer 

invaluable insights into the art of creating songs that 

touch our souls.

In this comprehensive guide, we delve into the essence 

of  songwriting,  exploring  the  intricate  relationship 

between  music  and  lyrics,  the  power  of  storytelling, 

and  the  emotions  that  drive  the  creative  process. 

Whether  you  are  an  aspiring  songwriter  seeking 

guidance  or  a  music  enthusiast  seeking  a  deeper 
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understanding of the art, this book is your passport to a 

world of inspiration and discovery.

With contributions from some of the most celebrated 

songwriters  of  our  time,  this  book  offers  a  unique 

glimpse  into  the  creative  process  of  crafting 

memorable  songs  that  resonate  with  audiences 

worldwide. From the initial spark of inspiration to the 

final touches of production, you will learn the secrets 

behind creating melodies that linger in the mind, lyrics 

that speak to the heart, and arrangements that bring it 

all together.

Through intimate interviews and personal anecdotes, 

you will gain insights into the challenges and triumphs 

of the songwriting journey. Discover how songwriters 

overcome  creative  blocks,  find  inspiration  in 

unexpected  places,  and  navigate  the  ever-changing 

landscape  of  the  music  industry.  Learn  from  their 

experiences,  their  successes,  and  their  failures,  and 

apply their wisdom to your own creative pursuits.
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As you journey through these pages, you will uncover 

the secrets of crafting different genres of music, from 

pop and rock to country and hip-hop. Explore the art of 

storytelling through music, and learn how songwriters 

create characters, build narratives, and evoke emotions 

that connect with listeners on a profound level. Delve 

into  the  intricacies  of  collaboration,  discovering  the 

magic  that  happens  when  songwriters  pool  their 

talents and create something truly extraordinary.

So, pick up your pen and notebook, or open your DAW 

and let the music flow. With dedication, passion, and 

the  guidance  found  within  these  pages,  you  too  can 

embark on the songwriting journey, creating songs that 

touch  hearts,  inspire  minds,  and  leave  an  indelible 

mark on the world.
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Book Description

In  a  world  captivated  by  music,  there  lies  a  hidden 

realm where melodies take flight and lyrics paint vivid 

pictures—the  world  of  songwriting.  Embark  on  a 

captivating  journey  into  the  minds  and  hearts  of 

celebrated  songwriters  as  they  unveil  the  secrets 

behind their craft in Doin' Their Thing.

Delve  into  the  depths  of  the  creative  process, 

uncovering  the  intricate  relationship  between  music 

and lyrics, the power of storytelling, and the emotions 

that drive the creation of songs that touch our souls. 

With contributions from some of the most renowned 

songwriters  of  our  time,  this  comprehensive  guide 

offers  a  unique  glimpse  into  the  inner  workings  of 

crafting memorable songs that resonate with audiences 

worldwide.

Discover  the  secrets  behind  crafting  melodies  that 

linger in the mind, lyrics that speak to the heart, and 
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arrangements that bring it all together. Learn from the 

experiences of these songwriting masters as they share 

their triumphs and tribulations, their inspirations and 

challenges.  Gain  insights  into  how  they  overcome 

creative blocks, find inspiration in unexpected places, 

and navigate the ever-changing landscape of the music 

industry.

Explore the art of storytelling through music, and learn 

how  songwriters  create  characters,  build  narratives, 

and evoke emotions that  connect  with listeners on a 

profound  level.  Delve  into  the  intricacies  of 

collaboration,  discovering  the  magic  that  happens 

when  songwriters  pool  their  talents  and  create 

something truly extraordinary.

Whether  you  are  an  aspiring  songwriter  seeking 

guidance  or  a  music  enthusiast  seeking  a  deeper 

understanding  of  the  art,  Doin'  Their  Thing  is  your 

passport to a world of inspiration and discovery. With 

its  wealth  of  knowledge,  practical  advice,  and 
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captivating stories,  this  book will  ignite your passion 

for songwriting and empower you to create music that 

leaves an indelible mark on the world.
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Chapter 1: The Craft of Songwriting

The Art of Melody

A melody is the heart and soul of a song. It is the part 

that we hum, sing, and remember long after the song is 

over.  A  great  melody  can  evoke  a  wide  range  of 

emotions, from joy to sadness, from love to heartbreak.

Creating  a  memorable  melody  is  both  an  art  and  a 

science.  There  are  certain  elements  that  all  great 

melodies have in common, such as:

 Simplicity: Great melodies are often simple and 

easy to remember.  They are not cluttered with 

too many notes or complex harmonies.

 Repetition: Repetition is a powerful tool that can 

help to create a memorable melody. However, it 

is  important to use repetition sparingly,  or the 

melody will become boring.
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 Contrast: Contrast  can  also  be  used  to  create 

interest in a melody. This can be done by varying 

the pitch, rhythm, or dynamics of the melody.

 Shape: The shape of a melody is also important. 

A melody that has a clear beginning, middle, and 

end  is  more  likely  to  be  memorable  than  a 

melody that is all over the place.

Of  course,  there  is  no  one-size-fits-all  formula  for 

creating a great melody.  The best  melodies are often 

the  ones  that  come  from  the  heart.  However,  by 

understanding the basic elements of melody, you can 

increase  your  chances  of  writing  a  melody  that  will 

stick with your audience.

The Dance of Light and Shadows

Every  melody  has  its  own  unique  personality.  Some 

melodies are bright and cheerful, while others are dark 

and brooding. The mood of a melody is often dictated 

by  the  key  in  which  it  is  written.  Major  keys  are 

typically associated with happy and upbeat melodies, 
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while minor keys are typically associated with sad and 

melancholic melodies.

The tempo of a melody can also affect its mood. Fast 

tempos  are  often  associated  with  excitement  and 

energy,  while  slow tempos  are  often associated with 

relaxation and peace.

The combination of key and tempo can create a wide 

range of  moods in a melody.  For example,  a  melody 

written in a major key with a fast tempo might be used 

to  create  a  feeling  of  joy  and  celebration,  while  a 

melody  written  in  a  minor  key  with  a  slow  tempo 

might be used to create a feeling of sadness and loss.

The Power of Melody

A well-written melody can have a powerful impact on 

the listener. It can make us feel happy, sad, excited, or 

relaxed.  It  can even transport  us  to  another  time or 

place.
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The power of  melody is  undeniable.  It  is  one of  the 

most  important  elements  of  a  song,  and  it  is  what 

makes a song truly memorable.
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Chapter 1: The Craft of Songwriting

The Power of Lyrics

Lyrics are the words that are sung in a song. They can 

be  simple  or  complex,  funny or  serious,  personal  or 

universal.  But  one  thing  is  for  sure:  lyrics  have  the 

power to touch our hearts  and minds in a profound 

way.

Great lyrics can tell a story, paint a picture, or express 

an emotion in a way that nothing else can. They can 

make us laugh, cry, think, and dream. They can inspire 

us to change our lives or simply help us to understand 

ourselves better.

The  best  lyrics  are  often  the  ones  that  are  the  most 

personal.  They  come  from  the  songwriter's  own 

experiences and emotions, and they are written with 

honesty and passion. When we hear lyrics that we can 

relate to, we feel a connection to the songwriter and to 

the song itself.

11



Of course, not all lyrics have to be serious or profound. 

Some  songs  are  simply  meant  to  be  fun  and 

lighthearted. But even these songs can have a powerful 

impact on us. They can make us smile, dance, and sing 

along at the top of our lungs.

No matter what kind of song you are writing, the lyrics 

are an essential part of the process. They are what will 

make your song memorable  and meaningful  to  your 

listeners.

The Art of Lyric Writing

Writing lyrics is both an art and a craft. It takes time, 

practice, and a willingness to experiment. There is no 

one-size-fits-all  formula  for  writing  great  lyrics,  but 

there are a few things that  all  good lyricists  have in 

common:

 They are  good storytellers. Great  lyrics  often 

tell a story, either real or imagined. The story can 
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be about anything, from a personal experience to 

a historical event.

 They use vivid imagery. Good lyrics use vivid 

imagery to paint a picture in the listener's mind. 

They  use  words  that  appeal  to  the  senses  and 

create a strong emotional impact.

 They  are  honest  and  authentic. Good  lyrics 

come  from  the  heart.  They  are  written  with 

honesty  and  authenticity,  and  they  reflect  the 

songwriter's own experiences and emotions.

 They  have  a  strong  sense  of  rhythm  and 

rhyme. Good  lyrics  have  a  strong  sense  of 

rhythm  and  rhyme.  They  flow  easily  off  the 

tongue and are easy to sing along to.

The Power of Words

Words  are  powerful.  They  can  be  used  to  inform, 

persuade,  and  inspire.  But  they  can  also  be  used  to 

hurt, divide, and destroy. As a songwriter, you have the 

power to use words to create something beautiful and 
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meaningful.  You  can  use  your  words  to  tell  stories, 

paint  pictures,  and  express  emotions  in  a  way  that 

nothing else can.

Use your power wisely.
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Chapter 1: The Craft of Songwriting

Creating Memorable Hooks

A hook is a musical phrase or riff that is designed to 

catch the listener's attention and keep them engaged. 

Hooks are often used in the chorus or refrain of a song, 

but they can also be used in the verse or bridge.

A good hook is  memorable,  catchy,  and easy to  sing 

along to. It is something that the listener will remember 

long after the song is over.

There are many different ways to create a memorable 

hook. Some common techniques include:

 Using  a  strong  melody: A  strong  melody  is 

essential  for  a  good  hook.  It  should  be 

memorable and easy to sing along to.

 Using repetition: Repetition is  a  powerful  tool 

that  can  help  to  create  a  memorable  hook. 
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However,  it  is  important  to  use  repetition 

sparingly, or the hook will become boring.

 Using  contrast: Contrast  can  also  be  used  to 

create interest  in a  hook.  This  can be done by 

varying  the  pitch,  rhythm,  or  dynamics  of  the 

hook.

 Using  unexpected  elements: Unexpected 

elements  can also  help  to  create  a  memorable 

hook.  This  could  be  anything  from  a  sudden 

change in key to a surprising chord progression.

The Importance of Hooks

Hooks are important because they can help to:

 Grab the listener's attention: A good hook can 

grab  the  listener's  attention  and  keep  them 

engaged.

 Make a song more memorable: A memorable 

hook can help to make a song more memorable.
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 Increase  a  song's  chances  of  commercial 

success: A  catchy hook can help  to  increase  a 

song's chances of commercial success.

Writing Memorable Hooks

Writing  memorable  hooks  is  not  easy.  It  takes  time, 

practice,  and  a  willingness  to  experiment.  However, 

there are a few things that you can do to increase your 

chances of writing a great hook:

 Listen to other songs: Pay attention to the hooks 

in  other  songs.  What  makes  them memorable? 

What techniques do the songwriters use?

 Experiment  with  different  ideas: Don't  be 

afraid  to  experiment  with  different  ideas.  Try 

different  melodies,  rhythms,  and  chord 

progressions.

 Get feedback from others: Get feedback from 

other songwriters, musicians, and friends. They 

can help you to identify what works and what 

doesn't.
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With a little practice, you can learn to write memorable 

hooks  that  will  help  your  songs  stand  out  from  the 

crowd.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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