
Into the Parnassus Abyss

Introduction

The  Parnassian  movement  was  a  literary  movement 

that originated in France in the mid-19th century. The 

Parnassians sought to create poetry that was objective, 

impersonal,  and  focused  on  beauty  and  form.  They 

rejected  the  Romantic  emphasis  on  emotion  and 

subjectivity,  and instead sought  to  create poetry that 

was perfect in its form and expression.

The Parnassians were influenced by the classical poets 

of Greece and Rome, and their work often reflects the 

themes and styles of classical poetry.  They were also 

influenced  by  the  work  of  the  French  poet  Charles 

Baudelaire, who was known for his dark and decadent 

poetry.
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The Parnassian movement had a significant impact on 

the  development  of  modern  poetry.  It  helped  to 

establish the idea that  poetry could be objective and 

impersonal, and it set a high standard for poetic form 

and  expression.  The  Parnassians  also  helped  to 

introduce new themes and styles into poetry, and their 

work continues to be influential today.

This  book  is  a  collection  of  essays  that  explore  the 

Parnassian  movement  and  its  impact  on  modern 

poetry. The essays in this book cover a wide range of 

topics, including the Parnassian aesthetic, the influence 

of classical poetry on the Parnassians, the role of the 

Parnassians in the development of modern poetry, and 

the legacy of the Parnassian movement.

This book is intended for readers who are interested in 

the Parnassian movement and its  impact  on modern 

poetry.  It  is  also  intended  for  readers  who  are 

interested in the history of poetry and the development 

of literary movements.
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The Parnassian Aesthetic

The  Parnassians  sought  to  create  poetry  that  was 

objective, impersonal, and focused on beauty and form. 

They rejected the Romantic emphasis on emotion and 

subjectivity,  and instead sought  to  create poetry that 

was perfect in its form and expression.

The Parnassians believed that poetry should be a work 

of  art,  and  that  it  should  be  judged  by  its  aesthetic 

qualities  alone.  They  were  not  interested  in  using 

poetry to express their personal feelings or emotions, 

but rather to create something that was beautiful and 

perfect in its own right.

The Parnassians were influenced by the classical poets 

of Greece and Rome, and their work often reflects the 

themes and styles of classical poetry.  They were also 

influenced  by  the  work  of  the  French  poet  Charles 

Baudelaire, who was known for his dark and decadent 

poetry.
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The Influence of Classical Poetry on the Parnassians

The  Parnassians  were  heavily  influenced  by  the 

classical poets of Greece and Rome. They admired the 

classical poets' emphasis on form and beauty, and they 

sought to emulate their style in their own work.

The Parnassians often used classical themes and motifs 

in their poetry. They wrote about gods and goddesses, 

heroes and heroines, and the natural world. They also 

used classical forms, such as the sonnet and the ode.

The Parnassians' use of classical poetry helped to give 

their  work  a  sense  of  timelessness  and  universality. 

Their poems are not tied to a particular time or place, 

but rather speak to the human condition in general.

The Role of the Parnassians in the Development of 

Modern Poetry

The Parnassian movement had a significant impact on 

the  development  of  modern  poetry.  It  helped  to 

establish the idea that  poetry could be objective and 
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impersonal, and it set a high standard for poetic form 

and expression.

The Parnassians also helped to introduce new themes 

and styles into poetry. They wrote about subjects that 

had previously been considered taboo, such as sex and 

death.  They  also  experimented  with  new  forms  of 

poetry, such as the free verse.

The Parnassians' work helped to pave the way for the 

development  of  modern  poetry.  Their  emphasis  on 

form and beauty  influenced the  work of  later  poets, 

such as T.S. Eliot and Ezra Pound. Their willingness to 

experiment with new themes and styles helped to open 

up new possibilities for poetic expression.

The Legacy of the Parnassian Movement

The Parnassian movement had a lasting impact on the 

development  of  modern  poetry.  Their  emphasis  on 

form  and  beauty,  their  use  of  classical  themes  and 

motifs, and their willingness to experiment with new 

5



themes  and  styles  helped  to  shape  the  course  of 

modern poetry.

The  Parnassians'  work  continues  to  be  read  and 

admired  today.  Their  poems  are  a  testament  to  the 

power of beauty and form, and they continue to inspire 

poets and readers alike.
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Book Description

Into  the  Parnassus  Abyss is  a  comprehensive 

exploration  of  the  Parnassian  movement,  a  literary 

movement  that  originated in  France  in  the  mid-19th 

century. The Parnassians sought to create poetry that 

was objective, impersonal, and focused on beauty and 

form. They rejected the Romantic emphasis on emotion 

and subjectivity,  and instead sought  to  create  poetry 

that was perfect in its form and expression.

This book covers a wide range of topics related to the 

Parnassian  movement,  including  the  Parnassian 

aesthetic,  the  influence  of  classical  poetry  on  the 

Parnassians,  the  role  of  the  Parnassians  in  the 

development of modern poetry, and the legacy of the 

Parnassian movement.

The book is written in a clear and concise style, and it is 

accessible to readers with all levels of knowledge about 

the  Parnassian  movement.  It  is  also  well-researched 
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and  documented,  and  it  includes  a  comprehensive 

bibliography for further reading.

Into the Parnassus Abyss is an essential resource for 

anyone who is interested in the Parnassian movement 

and its impact on modern poetry. It is also a valuable 

addition to the library of any serious student of poetry.

Here  is  a  more  detailed  overview  of  the  book's 

contents:

 Chapter 1: The Parnassian Aesthetic

 The  Parnassian  emphasis  on  form  and 

beauty

 The rejection of Romantic subjectivity

 The influence of classical poetry

 Chapter 2: The Influence of Classical Poetry on 

the Parnassians

 The use of classical themes and motifs

 The use of classical forms

 The sense of timelessness and universality
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 Chapter 3: The Role of the Parnassians in the 

Development of Modern Poetry

 The establishment of the idea of objective 

and impersonal poetry

 The setting of  a  high standard for poetic 

form and expression

 The introduction of new themes and styles

 Chapter  4:  The  Legacy  of  the  Parnassian 

Movement

 The lasting impact on modern poetry

 The continued admiration for Parnassian 

poetry

 The inspiration for poets and readers alike

Into the Parnassus Abyss is  a valuable resource for 

anyone who is interested in the Parnassian movement 

and its impact on modern poetry. It is a well-written 

and well-researched book that is accessible to readers 

with all levels of knowledge about the subject. 
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Chapter 1: Echoes of Parnassus

The Legacy of the Sacred Mountain

Parnassus, the sacred mountain of the Muses, has been 

a  source  of  inspiration  for  poets  and  artists  for 

centuries.  Its  slopes  are  said  to  be  haunted  by  the 

spirits of the Muses, who bestow their gifts upon those 

who  seek  them.  The  mountain  is  also  home  to  the 

Castalian  Spring,  whose  waters  are  said  to  have  the 

power to inspire creativity.

The  legacy  of  Parnassus  is  evident  in  the  work  of 

countless  poets  and  artists  throughout  history.  From 

the  ancient  Greeks  to  the  Romantics,  from  the 

Renaissance to the present day, poets have drawn upon 

the symbolism and mythology of  Parnassus to create 

some of the world's most beautiful and enduring works 

of art.

In the ancient world, Parnassus was sacred to the god 

Apollo and the Muses.  Apollo was the god of  poetry, 

10



music,  and  prophecy,  and  the  Muses  were  his  nine 

daughters.  The Muses each presided over a  different 

art  form,  and  they  were  said  to  inspire  poets, 

musicians, artists, and scholars.

The Castalian Spring was a sacred spring located on the 

slopes  of  Parnassus.  It  was  said  that  the  spring  was 

created  when the  hoof  of  the  winged  horse  Pegasus 

struck  the  ground.  The  waters  of  the  spring  were 

believed to have the power to inspire creativity,  and 

poets  would  often  drink  from  the  spring  before 

composing their work.

The legacy of Parnassus continued into the Middle Ages 

and the Renaissance. During these periods, Parnassus 

was  often  depicted  in  art  as  a  symbol  of  poetic 

inspiration. The mountain was also a popular subject 

for  poetry,  and  many  poets  wrote  about  their  own 

experiences of visiting Parnassus.

In the 19th century, the Romantic poets were inspired 

by  the  symbolism  of  Parnassus.  The  Romantics 
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believed that nature was a source of inspiration, and 

they saw Parnassus as a symbol of the creative power 

of  nature.  The Romantics  also believed that  the poet 

was a seer who was able to tap into the divine mind, 

and they saw Parnassus as a place where poets could 

connect with the divine.

The legacy of Parnassus continues to inspire poets and 

artists today. The mountain remains a symbol of poetic 

inspiration, and it is a popular destination for writers 

and artists from all over the world. Parnassus is also a 

reminder of the power of nature to inspire creativity, 

and  it  is  a  place  where  poets  can  connect  with  the 

divine.
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Chapter 1: Echoes of Parnassus

Modern Interpretations of Classical Themes

The  Parnassian  movement  was  a  literary  movement 

that originated in France in the mid-19th century. The 

Parnassians sought to create poetry that was objective, 

impersonal,  and  focused  on  beauty  and  form.  They 

rejected  the  Romantic  emphasis  on  emotion  and 

subjectivity,  and instead sought  to  create poetry that 

was perfect in its form and expression.

The Parnassians were influenced by the classical poets 

of Greece and Rome, and their work often reflects the 

themes  and  styles  of  classical  poetry.  However,  the 

Parnassians also brought their own unique perspective 

to these classical themes, and their work can be seen as 

a modern interpretation of the classics.

One of the most striking features of Parnassian poetry 

is its use of imagery. The Parnassians were masters of 

description, and their poems are filled with vivid and 
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evocative  images.  These  images  often  draw  on  the 

natural world,  and the Parnassians were particularly 

fond of describing the beauty of the human body.

Another characteristic of Parnassian poetry is its use of 

form. The Parnassians were very careful in their use of 

form, and their poems are often written in traditional 

forms such as the sonnet and the ode. This use of form 

gives their poetry a sense of order and balance, and it 

helps to create a sense of beauty and perfection.

The  Parnassians  were  not  afraid  to  tackle  difficult 

subjects  in their  poetry.  They wrote about  love,  loss, 

death, and the human condition. However, they always 

treated these subjects with a sense of objectivity and 

detachment.  This  objectivity allows the reader to see 

the beauty and truth in these subjects, even when they 

are painful or difficult to face.

The Parnassian movement had a significant impact on 

the development  of  modern poetry.  The Parnassians' 

emphasis on form and beauty helped to establish the 
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idea that poetry could be a work of art, and it set a high 

standard  for  poetic  form  and  expression.  The 

Parnassians also helped to introduce new themes and 

styles  into  poetry,  and  their  work  continues  to  be 

influential today.

Modern poets have continued to find inspiration in the 

classical  themes  that  the  Parnassians  explored. 

However, modern poets have also brought their own 

unique perspectives  to  these themes,  and their  work 

can be seen as a modern interpretation of the classics.

One of the most striking features of modern poetry is 

its  use  of  language.  Modern  poets  are  not  afraid  to 

experiment  with  language,  and  their  poems  often 

contain  unusual  and  unexpected  combinations  of 

words.  This  use  of  language  can  create  a  sense  of 

surprise and wonder, and it can help to open up new 

possibilities for poetic expression.

Another characteristic  of  modern poetry is  its  use of 

form.  Modern poets  are  not  as  bound by  traditional 
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forms as the Parnassians were, and their poems often 

take  on a  variety  of  different  shapes  and sizes.  This 

freedom  of  form  allows  modern  poets  to  express 

themselves in new and innovative ways.

Modern poets are not afraid to tackle difficult subjects 

in their poetry. They write about love, loss, death, and 

the human condition. However, they often treat these 

subjects in a way that is different from the Parnassians. 

Modern  poets  are  more  likely  to  be  personal  and 

subjective in their writing, and they are more likely to 

use their poetry to explore their own experiences and 

emotions.

The Parnassian movement  was  a  significant  force  in 

the development  of  modern poetry.  The Parnassians' 

emphasis on form and beauty helped to establish the 

idea that poetry could be a work of art, and it set a high 

standard  for  poetic  form  and  expression.  The 

Parnassians also helped to introduce new themes and 

styles  into  poetry,  and  their  work  continues  to  be 
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influential today. Modern poets have continued to find 

inspiration in the classical themes that the Parnassians 

explored, but they have also brought their own unique 

perspectives to these themes. The result is a rich and 

diverse body of poetry that continues to challenge and 

inspire readers today.
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Chapter 1: Echoes of Parnassus

The  Influence  of  Parnassus  on  Western 

Literature

Parnassus, the sacred mountain of the Muses, has been 

a  source  of  inspiration  for  Western  literature  for 

centuries. From the ancient Greeks to the present day, 

poets and writers have been drawn to Parnassus as a 

symbol  of  creativity,  beauty,  and  the  pursuit  of 

knowledge.

The  Parnassian  Muses  were  nine  goddesses  who 

presided over different aspects of the arts and sciences. 

They were believed to inspire poets, musicians, artists, 

and  scholars.  The  Muses  were  often  depicted  as 

beautiful young women, and their presence was said to 

bring  joy  and  inspiration  to  those  who  encountered 

them.

The Greek poet Hesiod was one of the first writers to 

describe  Parnassus.  In  his  poem  "Theogony,"  Hesiod 
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tells the story of how the Muses were born from the 

blood of the Titan Uranus,  who was castrated by his 

son Cronus. The Muses were raised by Zeus, the king of 

the  gods,  and  they  became  his  companions  and 

advisors.

Parnassus  was  also  an  important  religious  site.  The 

Greeks believed that the mountain was the home of the 

god Apollo, who was the patron of music, poetry, and 

healing.  Apollo  was  often  depicted  as  a  handsome 

young man with a lyre in his hand. He was said to be a 

skilled musician and poet,  and his music was said to 

have the power to heal the sick and inspire the creative 

spirit.

The Roman poet Ovid also wrote about Parnassus in his 

poem "Metamorphoses." Ovid tells the story of how the 

poet  Orpheus  was  inspired  by  the  Muses  to  create 

beautiful music. Orpheus's music was so powerful that 

it could charm animals and even make trees dance.
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In  the  Middle  Ages,  Parnassus  became  a  symbol  of 

Christian faith. The mountain was often depicted as the 

home of the Virgin Mary, and it was believed that the 

Muses  were  her  companions.  Christian  poets  and 

writers  often  used  Parnassus  as  a  metaphor  for  the 

ascent to heaven.

The  Renaissance  saw  a  renewed  interest  in  classical 

learning, and Parnassus once again became a symbol of 

creativity  and  inspiration.  The  Italian  poet  Petrarch 

was one of the first Renaissance writers to write about 

Parnassus.  In  his  poem  "Canzoniere,"  Petrarch 

describes his journey to Parnassus and his encounter 

with the Muses.

The  influence  of  Parnassus  on  Western  literature 

continued into the 19th century.  The Romantic  poets 

were particularly drawn to Parnassus as a symbol of 

the  creative  spirit.  The  English  poet  William 

Wordsworth wrote about Parnassus in his poem "The 

Prelude."  Wordsworth  describes  his  journey  to 
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Parnassus as  a  spiritual  experience that  transformed 

his life.

The  Parnassian  movement  was  a  literary  movement 

that originated in France in the mid-19th century. The 

Parnassians sought to create poetry that was objective, 

impersonal,  and  focused  on  beauty  and  form.  They 

rejected  the  Romantic  emphasis  on  emotion  and 

subjectivity,  and instead sought  to  create poetry that 

was perfect in its form and expression.

The Parnassians were influenced by the classical poets 

of Greece and Rome, and their work often reflects the 

themes and styles of classical poetry.  They were also 

influenced  by  the  work  of  the  French  poet  Charles 

Baudelaire, who was known for his dark and decadent 

poetry.

The Parnassian movement had a significant impact on 

the  development  of  modern  poetry.  It  helped  to 

establish the idea that  poetry could be objective and 

impersonal, and it set a high standard for poetic form 
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and  expression.  The  Parnassians  also  helped  to 

introduce new themes and styles into poetry, and their 

work continues to be influential today.

Parnassus continues to be a source of inspiration for 

writers and poets today. The mountain is a symbol of 

creativity, beauty, and the pursuit of knowledge. It is a 

place where writers can go to find inspiration and to 

connect with the creative spirit.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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