
The American Steel Horse: Celebrating 

100 Years of Harley-Davidson

Introduction

Harley-Davidson, an American icon that has captivated 

hearts  and imaginations  for  over  a  century,  is  more 

than just a motorcycle manufacturer; it is a symbol of 

freedom, adventure, and the American spirit. From its 

humble beginnings  in  a  small  Milwaukee shed to  its 

status as a global brand, Harley-Davidson has left an 

indelible  mark  on  popular  culture,  becoming  an 

integral part of American history and identity.

In  this  comprehensive  tribute  to  the  legendary 

motorcycle company, we embark on a journey through 

time, exploring the evolution of Harley-Davidson from 

its  early  years  to  its  current  position  as  a  global 

powerhouse. We delve into the stories of the men and 
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women who shaped the company, from its founders to 

its most iconic riders, and uncover the secrets behind 

the creation of some of the most legendary motorcycles 

ever built.

Through vivid imagery and captivating storytelling, we 

transport  you  to  the  heart  of  the  Harley-Davidson 

experience,  taking  you  on  a  ride  through  history, 

culture,  and  the  open  road.  We  explore  the  unique 

bond  between  riders  and  their  machines,  the 

camaraderie  of  the Harley-Davidson community,  and 

the allure of the open road that has drawn generations 

of riders to the brand.

Whether you're a seasoned rider, a lifelong enthusiast, 

or  simply  curious  about  the  Harley-Davidson 

phenomenon, this book offers a captivating exploration 

of the company's history, legacy, and enduring appeal. 

Join us as we celebrate 100 years of Harley-Davidson, a 

story  of  innovation,  passion,  and  the  pursuit  of 

freedom on two wheels.
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Follow the journey of Harley-Davidson as it navigated 

the challenges of the Great Depression, World War II, 

and the changing landscape of the motorcycle industry. 

Witness the rise of iconic models like the W, J, K, E, and 

F  series,  and  learn  about  the  engineering 

advancements  that  pushed  the  boundaries  of 

motorcycle design.

Discover the diverse world of Harley-Davidson riders, 

from  the  outlaws  and  Hell's  Angels  to  the  weekend 

warriors  and dreamers.  Explore the Harley-Davidson 

lifestyle,  with its  unique fashion,  music,  and culture, 

and  immerse  yourself  in  the  vibrant  community  of 

riders who share a passion for the open road.
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Book Description

The  American  Steel  Horse:  Celebrating  100  Years  of 

Harley-Davidson is the definitive tribute to the iconic 

motorcycle  company  that  has  captured  hearts  and 

imaginations for over a century.  This  comprehensive 

volume delves into the rich history of Harley-Davidson, 

from its humble beginnings in a small Milwaukee shed 

to its status as a global brand, exploring the stories of 

the men and women who shaped the company and the 

motorcycles that made it legendary.

With stunning imagery and engaging storytelling, The 

American  Steel  Horse  takes  readers  on  a  journey 

through time, culture, and the open road. It  explores 

the unique bond between riders and their machines, 

the  camaraderie  of  the  Harley-Davidson  community, 

and  the  allure  of  the  open  road  that  has  drawn 

generations of riders to the brand.
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This  book  is  more  than  just  a  history  of  Harley-

Davidson; it is a celebration of the American spirit of 

freedom, adventure, and individuality. It is a testament 

to the enduring power of a brand that has become a 

symbol of rebellion, self-expression, and the pursuit of 

dreams.

Whether you're a seasoned rider, a lifelong enthusiast, 

or  simply  curious  about  the  Harley-Davidson 

phenomenon,  The  American  Steel  Horse  offers  a 

captivating  exploration  of  the  company's  history, 

legacy,  and enduring appeal.  Join us as  we celebrate 

100  years  of  Harley-Davidson,  a  story  of  innovation, 

passion, and the pursuit of freedom on two wheels.

In these pages, you'll discover:

 The  early  years  of  Harley-Davidson,  from  its 

founding in 1903 to its rise to prominence as a 

global motorcycle manufacturer.

 The  iconic  Harley-Davidson  motorcycles,  from 

the W Model to the F Model, and the engineering 
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advancements  that  pushed  the  boundaries  of 

motorcycle design.

 The  diverse  world  of  Harley-Davidson  riders, 

from  the  outlaws  and  Hell's  Angels  to  the 

weekend warriors and dreamers.

 The  Harley-Davidson  lifestyle,  with  its  unique 

fashion,  music,  and  culture,  and  the  vibrant 

community of riders who share a passion for the 

open road.

The  American  Steel  Horse  is  the  ultimate  tribute  to 

Harley-Davidson, a company that has left an indelible 

mark on American history and culture.  It  is  a  must-

read  for  any  fan  of  motorcycles,  history,  or  the 

American spirit.
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Chapter 1: The Early Years

Birth of an Icon

In  the  heart  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  where  the 

Menomonee River winds its way through the industrial 

landscape,  a  legend was  born.  It  was  1903,  and two 

young men,  William S.  Harley  and Arthur  Davidson, 

shared a passion for motorcycles. They tinkered with 

engines in a small shed, driven by a burning desire to 

create a machine that  would redefine the concept of 

freedom and adventure.

Their humble beginnings laid the foundation for what 

would become a global phenomenon. With unwavering 

determination and a vision that extended beyond the 

confines  of  their  workshop,  Harley  and  Davidson 

poured  their  hearts  and  souls  into  their  craft.  They 

meticulously  designed  and  assembled  their  first 

motorcycle,  a  single-cylinder  machine  with  a  leather 

belt drive, in that cramped shed.
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As word spread about their exceptional craftsmanship 

and  innovative  design,  Harley  and  Davidson  found 

themselves  at  the  forefront  of  a  growing  movement. 

They were pioneers in an era where motorcycles were 

still a novelty, capturing the imagination of those who 

yearned for liberation and the thrill of the open road.

Their  unwavering  commitment  to  quality  and 

innovation  soon  attracted  a  loyal  following.  Riders 

from all walks of life flocked to Milwaukee, eager to get 

their  hands  on  one  of  these  meticulously  crafted 

machines. The Harley-Davidson brand quickly gained a 

reputation  for  its  ruggedness,  reliability,  and 

unparalleled performance.

With  each passing  year,  the  Harley-Davidson factory 

expanded,  and the company's  reputation soared.  The 

motorcycles became more powerful, more refined, and 

more stylish. Models like the Model J, with its advanced 

V-twin engine,  and the Model F,  with its streamlined 
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design,  cemented  Harley-Davidson's  position  as  a 

leader in the motorcycle industry.

The company's early years were marked by a spirit of 

camaraderie  and  innovation.  Harley  and  Davidson, 

along  with  a  dedicated  team  of  engineers  and 

mechanics,  relentlessly  pushed  the  boundaries  of 

motorcycle  design.  They  were  fueled  by  a  shared 

passion  for  creating  machines  that  were  not  just 

functional but also works of art.
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Chapter 1: The Early Years

The Milwaukee Mafia

Harley-Davidson's early years were marked by a group 

of  ambitious  and  driven  individuals  known  as  the 

"Milwaukee  Mafia."  This  group,  led  by  William  S. 

Harley and Arthur Davidson, played a pivotal role in 

shaping  the  company's  destiny  and  establishing  its 

reputation as a leading motorcycle manufacturer.

The  Milwaukee  Mafia  was  a  close-knit  group  of 

engineers,  designers,  and businessmen who shared a 

common  vision  for  Harley-Davidson.  They  were 

determined to build motorcycles that  were powerful, 

reliable,  and  stylish.  They  were  also  committed  to 

creating  a  company  that  would  be  a  leader  in  the 

industry.

The  Milwaukee  Mafia's  efforts  paid  off.  In  the  early 

1900s,  Harley-Davidson  motorcycles  began  to  gain 

popularity among riders across the United States. The 
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company's  motorcycles  were known for  their  quality 

and performance, and they quickly became the choice 

of riders who wanted a motorcycle that could handle 

the rigors of long-distance travel.

As Harley-Davidson's popularity grew, the Milwaukee 

Mafia faced a number of challenges. The company had 

to compete with other motorcycle manufacturers, and 

it also had to deal with the economic downturn of the 

Great  Depression.  However,  the  Milwaukee  Mafia 

never wavered in its commitment to building the best 

motorcycles possible.

The  Milwaukee  Mafia's  legacy  is  still  felt  at  Harley-

Davidson  today.  The  company's  motorcycles  are  still 

known  for  their  quality  and  performance,  and  they 

continue  to  be  the  choice  of  riders  who  want  a 

motorcycle that can handle the rigors of long-distance 

travel.

The  Milwaukee  Mafia's  story  is  one  of  innovation, 

determination, and success. It is a story that has helped 
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to  shape  the  history  of  Harley-Davidson  and  the 

motorcycle industry as a whole.
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Chapter 1: The Early Years

Building the Legend

In the early days of the 20th century, Milwaukee was a 

bustling  hub of  industry  and innovation.  Amidst  the 

factories and workshops, a young man named William 

S.  Harley  harbored  a  passion  for  machines  and  a 

dream  of  creating  something  truly  remarkable.  In  a 

small shed behind his father's house, Harley tirelessly 

tinkered with engines and experimented with designs, 

driven by an insatiable curiosity and a burning desire 

to push the boundaries of engineering.

Harley's unwavering determination soon attracted the 

attention of Arthur Davidson, a skilled draftsman and 

mechanic  who  shared  his  passion  for  motorcycles. 

Together,  they  embarked  on  a  journey  that  would 

change the  course  of  history.  With  limited resources 

and unwavering resolve, they poured their hearts and 

souls  into crafting their  first  motorcycle,  a  crude yet 
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ingenious machine that  laid  the foundation for  their 

future success.

As  word  of  their  exceptional  craftsmanship  spread, 

Harley and Davidson found themselves inundated with 

requests from friends and neighbors who were eager to 

own one of their motorcycles. Recognizing the potential 

of their creation, they decided to take a leap of faith 

and establish the Harley-Davidson Motor Company in 

1903, with a humble initial investment of $2,000.

The  early  years  of  the  company  were  marked  by 

relentless  hard  work,  countless  setbacks,  and 

unwavering perseverance. Harley and Davidson faced 

numerous  challenges,  from  financial  constraints  to 

production  difficulties.  However,  their  unwavering 

belief  in  their  product  and  their  unwavering 

commitment to quality never wavered.

Despite  the  obstacles,  Harley-Davidson's  motorcycles 

gained  a  reputation  for  their  superior  engineering, 

rugged  construction,  and  unparalleled  performance. 
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Riders  were  drawn  to  the  freedom  and  exhilaration 

that came with owning a Harley-Davidson, a machine 

that  represented  the  spirit  of  adventure  and  the 

boundless possibilities of the open road.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

16



Table of Contents

Chapter 1: The Early Years * Birth of an Icon * The 

Milwaukee Mafia * Building the Legend * The Rise of 

Harley-Davidson * The First Century

Chapter 2:  The Motorcycles *  The W Model * The J 

Model * The K Model * The E Model * The F Model

Chapter  3:  The  Riders *  The  Outlaws  *  The  Hell's 

Angels  *  The Road Kings *  The Weekend Warriors  * 

The Dreamers

Chapter  4:  The  Culture *  The  Harley-Davidson 

Lifestyle  *  The  Harley-Davidson  Community  *  The 

Harley-Davidson  Museum  *  The  Harley-Davidson 

Rallies * The Harley-Davidson HOG

Chapter  5:  The Competition *  Indian Motorcycles  * 

Triumph Motorcycles * Honda Motorcycles * Yamaha 

Motorcycles * Kawasaki Motorcycles

17



Chapter 6: The Films and Television * Easy Rider * 

The  Wild  One  *  Harley  Davidson  and  the  Marlboro 

Man * Sons of Anarchy * Mayans M.C.

Chapter 7: The Music * Willie Nelson * Bob Dylan * 

Bruce Springsteen * The Rolling Stones * Kid Rock

Chapter  8:  The Fashion *  The Leather  Jacket  *  The 

Jeans * The Boots * The Bandana * The Sunglasses

Chapter  9:  The  Business *  The  Harley-Davidson 

Company  *  The  Harley-Davidson  Dealerships  *  The 

Harley-Davidson  Suppliers  *  The  Harley-Davidson 

Customers * The Harley-Davidson Future

Chapter 10:  The Legacy *  The American Icon * The 

Symbol of Freedom * The Dream Machine * The Legend 

Lives On * The Next Century 

18



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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