
A Modernist's Critique

Introduction

The  modern  world  is  facing  a  crisis  of  culture. 

Traditional  values  are  declining,  knowledge  is 

becoming  increasingly  fragmented,  and  language  is 

eroding.  The  result  is  a  loss  of  authority,  a  sense  of 

community, and a shared sense of reality.

This  crisis  is  particularly  acute  in  the  realm  of 

literature.  Once  considered  a  bastion  of  truth  and 

beauty,  literature  is  now  under  attack  from 

postmodernism and deconstruction. These movements 

have led to a loss of faith in the objectivity of truth and 

the  value  of  reason.  As  a  result,  literature  is 

increasingly seen as a mere plaything,  devoid of any 

real meaning or significance.
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This crisis of culture is not inevitable. It is the result of 

a series of choices that we have made as a society. We 

have  chosen  to  prioritize  individualism  over 

community, image over substance, and the cult of the 

individual over the common good.

But  it  is  not  too  late  to  change  course.  We  can  still 

choose  to  rebuild  a  culture  that  is  based  on  truth, 

beauty, and goodness. We can still choose to create a 

world in which literature is valued and respected.

This book is a call to action. It is a call to defend the 

importance of culture in our lives. It is a call to reclaim 

the power of literature to change our world.

In  the  chapters  that  follow,  we  will  explore  the 

different  challenges  facing  culture  in  the  modern 

world. We will look at the decline of traditional values, 

the  fragmentation  of  knowledge,  the  erosion  of 

language, the triumph of image over substance, the cult 

of the individual, and the death of truth.
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We will also look at the role that art and literature can 

play  in  rebuilding  our  culture.  We  will  explore  the 

power  of  art  to  communicate  truth,  beauty,  and 

goodness.  We will  look at  the  power of  literature  to 

change our lives.

This book is a manifesto for a new humanism. It is a 

call for a return to the values that have made us human 

for centuries. It is a call for a world in which culture is 

valued and respected.
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Book Description

A Modernist's Critique is a powerful and provocative 

book that explores the crisis of culture in the modern 

world.  Drawing  on  a  wide  range  of  sources,  from 

philosophy and literature to art and politics, Pasquale 

De Marco argues that we are facing a loss of authority, 

a sense of community, and a shared sense of reality.

This  crisis  is  particularly  acute  in  the  realm  of 

literature.  Once  considered  a  bastion  of  truth  and 

beauty,  literature  is  now  under  attack  from 

postmodernism and deconstruction. These movements 

have led to a loss of faith in the objectivity of truth and 

the  value  of  reason.  As  a  result,  literature  is 

increasingly seen as a mere plaything,  devoid of any 

real meaning or significance.

Pasquale De Marco argues that this crisis of culture is 

not inevitable. It is the result of a series of choices that 

we  have  made  as  a  society.  We  have  chosen  to 
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prioritize  individualism over  community,  image over 

substance,  and  the  cult  of  the  individual  over  the 

common good.

But  it  is  not  too  late  to  change  course.  We  can  still 

choose  to  rebuild  a  culture  that  is  based  on  truth, 

beauty, and goodness. We can still choose to create a 

world in which literature is valued and respected.

A Modernist's Critique is a call to action. It is a call to 

defend the importance of culture in our lives. It is a call 

to reclaim the power of literature to change our world.

In this book, Pasquale De Marco offers a powerful and 

persuasive argument for the importance of culture in 

our lives. He shows how culture can help us to make 

sense of the world, to connect with others, and to live 

meaningful lives.

A Modernist's Critique is a must-read for anyone who 

cares about the future of culture. It is a book that will 

5



challenge your assumptions and change the way you 

think about the world. 
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Chapter 1: The Crisis of Authority

The decline of traditional values

Traditional values are the bedrock of any society. They 

provide a sense of stability and order, and they help to 

shape  our  behavior.  But  in  recent  years,  traditional 

values have been in decline. This is due to a number of 

factors, including the rise of individualism, the decline 

of religion, and the increasing pace of social change.

The rise  of  individualism has led to  a  decline in the 

importance  of  community  and  family.  People  are 

increasingly focused on their own personal goals and 

ambitions,  and  they  are  less  likely  to  be  willing  to 

sacrifice their own interests for the sake of others. This 

has  led to  a  decline in  social  cohesion and a  rise  in 

social problems, such as crime and violence.

The  decline  of  religion  has  also  contributed  to  the 

decline of traditional values. Religion has traditionally 

been a source of moral guidance and support,  but in 
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recent  years,  the  number  of  people  who  identify  as 

religious has declined. This has led to a loss of faith in 

traditional moral values and a rise in moral relativism.

The increasing pace of social change has also made it 

difficult  to  maintain  traditional  values.  In  the  past, 

social change was relatively slow, and people had time 

to adapt to new ideas and values. But in recent years, 

the pace of social change has accelerated, and people 

are struggling to keep up.  This  has led to a sense of 

confusion and uncertainty, and it has made it difficult 

for people to know what values they should live by.

The decline of traditional values is a serious problem. It 

is leading to a loss of social cohesion, a rise in social 

problems, and a sense of confusion and uncertainty. It 

is important to find ways to revive traditional values 

and  to  restore  a  sense  of  stability  and  order  to  our 

society.
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Chapter 1: The Crisis of Authority

The rise of relativism and skepticism

The rise of relativism and skepticism is one of the most 

significant  challenges  facing  culture  in  the  modern 

world.  Relativism  is  the  belief  that  there  is  no  such 

thing as objective truth, and that all truth is relative to 

the  individual  or  the  culture  in  which  it  is  held. 

Skepticism is  the belief  that  it  is  impossible to know 

anything for certain.

These two beliefs have had a profound impact on our 

culture. They have led to a decline in the authority of 

traditional  institutions,  such  as  the  church,  the 

government,  and the family.  They have also led to a 

loss of faith in science and reason.

The rise of relativism and skepticism has had a number 

of  negative  consequences.  It  has  made  it  difficult  to 

have meaningful conversations about important issues, 

such as politics and religion. It has also made it difficult 
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to  make  decisions,  since  there  is  no  longer  any 

objective standard to guide us.

This  chapter  will  explore  the  rise  of  relativism  and 

skepticism, and its impact on our culture. We will also 

discuss  the  challenges  that  these  beliefs  pose  to  the 

future of culture.

One of the most significant challenges facing culture in 

the  modern  world  is  the  rise  of  relativism  and 

skepticism. Relativism is the belief that there is no such 

thing as objective truth, and that all truth is relative to 

the  individual  or  the  culture  in  which  it  is  held. 

Skepticism is  the belief  that  it  is  impossible to know 

anything for certain.

These two beliefs have had a profound impact on our 

culture. They have led to a decline in the authority of 

traditional  institutions,  such  as  the  church,  the 

government,  and the family.  They have also led to a 

loss of faith in science and reason.
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The rise of relativism and skepticism has had a number 

of  negative  consequences.  It  has  made  it  difficult  to 

have meaningful conversations about important issues, 

such as politics and religion. It has also made it difficult 

to  make  decisions,  since  there  is  no  longer  any 

objective standard to guide us.

This  chapter  will  explore  the  rise  of  relativism  and 

skepticism, and its impact on our culture. We will also 

discuss  the  challenges  that  these  beliefs  pose  to  the 

future of culture.
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Chapter 1: The Crisis of Authority

The loss of faith in institutions

In the modern world, we have witnessed a decline in 

faith in institutions. This is due to a number of factors, 

including  the  rise  of  individualism,  the  decline  of 

traditional  values,  and  the  increasing  complexity  of 

society.

One of the most important factors contributing to the 

loss of faith in institutions is the rise of individualism. 

In the past,  people were more likely to identify with 

their community and their social institutions. However, 

in  recent  decades,  there  has  been  a  shift  towards 

individualism.  People  are  more  likely  to  think  of 

themselves as independent individuals, rather than as 

part of a larger community. This has led to a decline in 

the importance of institutions in people's lives.

Another  factor  contributing  to  the  loss  of  faith  in 

institutions is the decline of traditional values. In the 
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past,  people  were  more  likely  to  believe  in  the 

authority of  institutions because they believed in the 

values that those institutions represented. However, in 

recent decades, there has been a decline in traditional 

values.  People  are  less  likely  to  believe  in  the 

importance  of  things  like  religion,  family,  and 

community. This has led to a decline in the authority of 

institutions that are associated with these values.

Finally,  the increasing complexity  of  society has also 

contributed to the loss  of  faith in institutions.  In the 

past,  it  was  easier  for  people  to  understand  how 

institutions  worked.  However,  in  recent  decades, 

society  has  become  increasingly  complex.  This  has 

made it  more difficult  for people to understand how 

institutions work, and it has led to a decline in trust in 

these institutions.

The loss of faith in institutions has had a number of 

negative  consequences  for  society.  It  has  led  to  a 

decline in social cohesion, an increase in crime, and a 
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decrease in economic growth. It has also made it more 

difficult  to  address  the  challenges  facing  our  world, 

such as climate change and poverty.

It  is  important  to  note  that  the  loss  of  faith  in 

institutions is not inevitable. It is the result of a number 

of factors that we can change. We can rebuild our faith 

in  institutions  by  strengthening  our  communities, 

promoting  traditional  values,  and  simplifying  our 

society.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

15



Table of Contents

Chapter 1:  The Crisis of Authority *  The decline of 

traditional  values  *  The  rise  of  relativism  and 

skepticism * The loss of faith in institutions * The crisis 

of expertise * The challenge to authority from below

Chapter 2:  The Fragmentation of Knowledge *  The 

rise of specialization and fragmentation * The decline 

of  general  knowledge  *  The  increasing  difficulty  of 

communication  *  The  problem  of  fake  news  and 

misinformation * The loss of a shared reality

Chapter 3: The Erosion of Language * The decline of 

grammar and vocabulary * The rise of slang and jargon 

*  The  increasing  use  of  euphemisms  *  The  loss  of 

precision  and  clarity  *  The  problem  of  political 

correctness

Chapter 4: The Triumph of Image over Substance * 

The  rise  of  visual  culture  *  The  decline  of  text  and 

reason *  The increasing importance of  appearance * 

16



The problem of superficiality * The loss of depth and 

meaning

Chapter 5:  The Cult of the Individual *  The rise of 

individualism  and  narcissism  *  The  decline  of 

community and social responsibility * The increasing 

emphasis  on  self-expression  *  The  problem  of 

loneliness  and  isolation  *  The  loss  of  a  sense  of 

belonging

Chapter  6:  The  Death  of  Truth *  The  rise  of 

postmodernism  and  deconstruction  *  The  decline  of 

objectivity and rationality * The increasing acceptance 

of  falsehood  and  deception  *  The  problem  of  moral 

relativism * The loss of a sense of truth

Chapter  7:  The Future  of  Culture *  The  challenges 

facing culture in the 21st century * The potential for a 

new Renaissance *  The need for  a  new humanism * 

The importance of critical thinking and education * The 

role of culture in shaping the future

17



Chapter  8:  The  Role  of  Art  in  Society *  The 

importance  of  art  in  human  life  *  The  different 

functions of art * The challenges facing artists in the 

modern world * The need for artistic  freedom * The 

role of art in social change

Chapter  9:  The  Power  of  Literature *  The  unique 

power of literature to explore the human condition * 

The different genres of literature * The importance of 

reading  and  writing  *  The  role  of  literature  in 

education * The power of literature to change lives

Chapter 10: The Future of the Book * The challenges 

facing  the  book  industry  in  the  digital  age  *  The 

potential  for  new  forms  of  storytelling  *  The 

importance of preserving the printed book * The role of 

the book in the future of culture * The future of reading 

18



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

19


	A Modernist's Critique
	Introduction
	Book Description
	Chapter 1: The Crisis of Authority
	The decline of traditional values

	Chapter 1: The Crisis of Authority
	The rise of relativism and skepticism

	Chapter 1: The Crisis of Authority
	The loss of faith in institutions

	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.
	Table of Contents
	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.

