
Child Care in America Today

Introduction

The American child care system is in crisis. The cost of 

care is skyrocketing, the quality of care is often poor, 

and the workforce is underpaid and overworked. As a 

result, many families are struggling to find affordable, 

quality child care, and children are not getting the care 

they need to thrive.

This book takes a comprehensive look at the child care 

crisis in America. It examines the history of child care 

policy,  the  current  state  of  the  industry,  and  the 

challenges facing families and providers. It also offers 

solutions  to  the  crisis,  including  increasing  public 

investment in child care, improving the quality of care, 

and supporting the child care workforce.
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Child care is  essential  for working families.  It  allows 

parents to work and contribute to the economy, and it 

provides  children  with  the  care  and  education  they 

need  to  succeed  in  school  and  life.  However,  the 

current child care system is failing too many families. 

The cost of care is too high, the quality of care is often 

poor, and the workforce is underpaid and overworked.

This book is a call to action. It is time to fix the child 

care  crisis  in  America.  We  need  to  invest  in  our 

children and our future by creating a comprehensive 

child care system that is affordable, high-quality, and 

accessible to all families.

For far too long, the child care crisis has been ignored. 

It  is  time to make child care a  national  priority.  We 

need to come together as a country to ensure that every 

child has access to the quality care they need to thrive.

This book is a roadmap for how we can fix the child 

care  crisis.  It  offers  solutions  that  are  based  on 
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research and evidence. It is time to put these solutions 

into action and create a better future for our children.
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Book Description

Child  Care  in  America  Today is  a  comprehensive 

examination  of  the  challenges  facing  the  American 

child care system, and offers solutions to the crisis. It is 

essential reading for policymakers, parents, providers, 

and  anyone  concerned  about  the  future  of  our 

children.

In recent years, the cost of child care has skyrocketed, 

the quality of care has declined, and the workforce is 

underpaid and overworked. As a result, many families 

are struggling to find affordable, quality child care, and 

children are not getting the care they need to thrive.

This book takes a deep dive into the history of  child 

care policy, the current state of the industry, and the 

challenges facing families and providers. It also offers 

solutions  to  the  crisis,  including  increasing  public 

investment in child care, improving the quality of care, 

and supporting the child care workforce.
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Pasquale De Marco argues that child care is essential 

for  working  families.  It  allows  parents  to  work  and 

contribute  to  the  economy,  and  it  provides  children 

with the care and education they need to succeed in 

school and life. However, the current child care system 

is failing too many families.

This book is a call to action. It is time to fix the child 

care  crisis  in  America.  We  need  to  invest  in  our 

children and our future by creating a comprehensive 

child care system that is affordable, high-quality, and 

accessible to all families.

Child Care in America Today is a roadmap for how 

we can fix the child care crisis. It offers solutions that 

are based on research and evidence. It is time to put 

these solutions into action and create a better future 

for our children. 

5



Chapter 1: The Changing Landscape of 

Child Care

The Rise of Dual-Income Families

In  the  past,  most  families  relied  on a  single  income, 

typically  earned  by  the  father.  However,  in  recent 

decades,  there  has  been  a  dramatic  increase  in  the 

number of dual-income families, in which both parents 

work outside the home. This trend has been driven by 

a number of factors, including the rising cost of living, 

the increasing number of women in the workforce, and 

the changing nature of work.

The rise of dual-income families has had a significant 

impact on the child care landscape. In the past, many 

families  relied  on  stay-at-home  mothers  to  care  for 

their  children.  However,  with  both  parents  now 

working,  families  are  increasingly  turning  to  non-

parental child care providers. This has led to a growing 
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demand for child care services,  and a corresponding 

increase in the number of child care providers.

The  rise  of  dual-income  families  has  also  had  a 

significant impact on the quality of child care. In the 

past, many stay-at-home mothers provided high-quality 

care for  their  children.  However,  many non-parental 

child  care  providers  are  not  as  well-trained  or 

experienced, and this can lead to lower-quality care.

The rise of dual-income families has also made it more 

difficult for families to find affordable child care. The 

cost of child care has been rising steadily for years, and 

this  has made it  difficult  for many families to afford 

quality care.

The rise of dual-income families has had a significant 

impact  on the  child  care  landscape.  It  has  led  to  an 

increased  demand  for  child  care  services,  a 

corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  child  care 

providers, and a decline in the quality of care. It has 
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also  made  it  more  difficult  for  families  to  find 

affordable child care.

These are just some of the challenges facing the child 

care system in America today. In the next chapter, we 

will  take a closer look at the quality of child care in 

America,  and  the  challenges  facing  the  child  care 

workforce.
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Chapter 1: The Changing Landscape of 

Child Care

The  Increasing  Demand  for  Non-Parental 

Care

The increasing demand for non-parental care is one of 

the  most  significant  changes  in  the  American family 

over  the  past  few  decades.  In  1970,  only  28%  of 

children  under  the  age  of  5  were  enrolled  in  non-

parental care. By 2016, that number had increased to 

65%.

This increase in demand is due to a number of factors, 

including  the  rising  number  of  women  in  the 

workforce,  the  increasing  cost  of  housing,  and  the 

changing demographics of the American family.

The Rising Number of Women in the Workforce

The most significant factor driving the demand for non-

parental  care  is  the  rising  number of  women in  the 
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workforce. In 1970, only 38% of women with children 

under the age of 5 were in the workforce. By 2016, that 

number had increased to 70%.

This increase in the number of working mothers has 

created a huge demand for child care. In many cases, 

both parents are working, and they need someone to 

care for their children during the day.

The Increasing Cost of Housing

Another  factor  driving  the  demand  for  non-parental 

care is the increasing cost of housing. In many areas, it 

is simply too expensive for families to afford a home 

with  enough  space  for  children.  As  a  result,  many 

families  are  choosing  to  live  in  smaller  homes  or 

apartments, and they need someone to care for their 

children while they are at work.

The  Changing  Demographics  of  the  American 

Family
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The changing demographics of the American family are 

also contributing to the demand for non-parental care. 

The number of single-parent families is increasing, and 

these  families  often  need  help  with  child  care. 

Additionally,  the  number  of  immigrant  families  is 

increasing,  and  these  families  often  need  help  with 

child  care  while  they  learn  English  and  adjust  to 

American culture.

The  increasing  demand  for  non-parental  care  has 

created  a  number  of  challenges  for  families  and 

providers. The cost of care is often high, and the quality 

of  care  can  vary.  Additionally,  many  families  have 

difficulty finding care that meets their needs.

Despite  these  challenges,  non-parental  care  is  an 

essential service for many families. It allows parents to 

work and contribute to the economy, and it provides 

children  with  the  care  and  education  they  need  to 

succeed in school and life.
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Chapter 1: The Changing Landscape of 

Child Care

The  Changing  Role  of  Government  in  Child 

Care

The  role  of  government  in  child  care  has  changed 

dramatically over the past few decades. In the past, the 

government  played  a  relatively  minor  role  in  child 

care, primarily providing funding for Head Start and 

other programs for low-income families.  However, in 

recent  years,  the  government  has  become  more 

involved in child care, providing funding for a wider 

range of programs and services.

One  of  the  most  significant  changes  in  the 

government's role in child care has been the expansion 

of funding for early childhood education programs. In 

the past, early childhood education was primarily seen 

as a private responsibility,  but  there is  now growing 

recognition  of  the  importance  of  early  childhood 
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education for children's development. As a result, the 

government has increased funding for early childhood 

education  programs,  such  as  Head  Start  and  Early 

Head Start.

Another significant change in the government's role in 

child  care  has  been  the  development  of  quality 

standards for child care programs.  In the past,  there 

were no national  standards  for  child  care  programs, 

and  the  quality  of  care  varied  widely.  However,  in 

recent  years,  the government has developed a set  of 

national  quality  standards  for  child  care  programs. 

These standards cover a wide range of areas, including 

health and safety, curriculum, and staff qualifications.

The  government  has  also  become  more  involved  in 

regulating child care programs. In the past, child care 

programs were largely unregulated, but there is now a 

growing  movement  to  regulate  child  care  programs 

more  closely.  This  movement  is  being  driven  by 

concerns about the quality of care in some child care 
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programs, as well as the need to ensure that child care 

programs are safe and healthy for children.

The changing role of government in child care has had 

a  significant  impact  on  the  child  care  industry.  The 

increased  funding  for  early  childhood  education 

programs  has  helped  to  make  child  care  more 

affordable for families, and the development of quality 

standards has helped to improve the quality of care in 

child care programs. The increased regulation of child 

care programs has also helped to ensure that child care 

programs are safe and healthy for children.

However,  there  is  still  much  work  to  be  done  to 

improve the child care system in America. The cost of 

child care is still  too high for many families, and the 

quality of care in some child care programs is still not 

good  enough.  The  government  needs  to  continue  to 

invest  in  child  care  and  to  work  with  child  care 

providers  to  improve  the  quality  of  care  and  make 

child care more affordable for families.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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