
On the Wireless: A History of the CBC

Introduction

Over  eight  decades  have  passed  since  the  Canadian 

Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) emerged as a beacon of 

communication, connecting communities from coast to 

coast  and  shaping  the  very  essence  of  Canadian 

culture. In this comprehensive exploration of the CBC's 

profound impact,  we  delve  into  the  intricacies  of  its 

history,  examining  its  humble  beginnings,  its  pivotal 

role  in  defining  Canadian  identity,  and  the 

controversies that have punctuated its existence.

The CBC's genesis can be traced back to the dawn of 

radio  broadcasting  in  Canada,  a  time  when  the 

airwaves crackled with the promise of  a  new era in 

communication. We'll traverse the challenges of those 

early  days,  witnessing  the  birth  of  legendary  radio 

programs  and  the  pivotal  moments  that  shaped  the 
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CBC's  identity.  From  the  golden  age  of  radio  to  the 

advent  of  television,  we'll  trace  the  CBC's  evolution, 

chronicling  its  triumphs  and  tribulations  along  the 

way.

Central to the CBC's narrative is its profound influence 

on  Canadian  identity.  Through  its  programming,  the 

CBC has played a pivotal  role in fostering a sense of 

national  unity,  showcasing  the  diverse  tapestry  of 

Canadian  culture,  and  amplifying  the  voices  of 

Canadians from all walks of life. We'll explore how the 

CBC  has  championed  Canadian  content,  promoting 

homegrown talent and ensuring that Canadian stories 

are heard and celebrated.

However,  the CBC's journey has not been without its 

share of  controversies.  We'll  delve into the instances 

where the CBC's coverage of news and current events 

has  drawn  criticism,  examining  the  delicate  balance 

between  independence  and  objectivity.  We'll  also 

explore the CBC's complex relationship with Canadian 
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politicians and the challenges of maintaining neutrality 

in a politically charged environment.

As the CBC navigates the ever-changing landscape of 

media  and  technology,  it  faces  a  multitude  of 

challenges. In this rapidly evolving digital age, the CBC 

must  adapt  to  new  platforms  and  audience  habits 

while staying true to its public broadcasting mandate. 

We'll  investigate  the  CBC's  efforts  to  embrace  new 

technologies,  the  obstacles  it  encounters  in  this 

transformation,  and  the  significance  of  its  role  in 

shaping the future of Canadian broadcasting.

Ultimately,  the  CBC  stands  as  a  testament  to  the 

enduring power of public broadcasting. As we journey 

through its history, we'll gain a deeper understanding 

of  the  CBC's  legacy,  examining  its  contributions  to 

Canadian  culture,  society,  and  democracy.  From  its 

humble  beginnings  to  its  current  status  as  a 

multimedia giant, the CBC's story is one of resilience, 
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innovation,  and  unwavering  commitment  to  serving 

the Canadian public.
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Book Description

Immerse  yourself  in  the  captivating  history  of  the 

Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation  (CBC),  an 

institution  that  has  profoundly  shaped  Canadian 

culture  and  identity  for  over  eight  decades.  This 

comprehensive book delves into the intricacies of the 

CBC's journey, from its humble beginnings in the era of 

radio broadcasting to its current status as a multimedia 

giant.

Discover  the  pivotal  moments  that  shaped  the  CBC's 

legacy, from the challenges of early broadcasting to the 

advent of television and the digital revolution. Witness 

the birth of legendary radio programs, the rise of iconic 

personalities,  and  the  controversies  that  have 

punctuated the CBC's existence.

Explore  the  CBC's  profound  impact  on  Canadian 

identity. Delve into how the CBC has fostered a sense of 

national  unity,  showcased  the  diverse  tapestry  of 
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Canadian  culture,  and  amplified  the  voices  of 

Canadians  from  all  walks  of  life.  Uncover  the  CBC's 

unwavering  commitment  to  promoting  Canadian 

content, ensuring that Canadian stories are heard and 

celebrated.

Examine the CBC's complex relationship with Canadian 

politics and the challenges of maintaining neutrality in 

a  politically  charged  environment.  Unravel  the 

instances  where  the  CBC's  coverage  of  news  and 

current events has drawn criticism, shedding light on 

the  delicate  balance  between  independence  and 

objectivity.

Navigate  the  ever-changing  landscape  of  media  and 

technology  alongside  the  CBC.  Investigate  the  CBC's 

efforts to embrace new platforms and audience habits 

while staying true to its public broadcasting mandate. 

Witness  the  obstacles  it  encounters  in  this 

transformation and gain insights into the significance 
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of  its  role  in  shaping  the  future  of  Canadian 

broadcasting.

Ultimately,  this  book  is  a  testament  to  the  enduring 

power of  public  broadcasting.  It  celebrates  the CBC's 

contributions  to  Canadian  culture,  society,  and 

democracy. From its humble beginnings to its current 

status as a multimedia giant, the CBC's story is one of 

resilience, innovation, and unwavering commitment to 

serving the Canadian public.
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Chapter 1: The Dawn of Broadcasting

The Birth of Radio

Radio,  a  revolutionary  technology  that  transformed 

communication  and  entertainment,  had  humble 

beginnings in the late 19th century. In the early days, 

radio  enthusiasts,  known  as  "hams,"  experimented 

with  transmitting  and  receiving  signals  using 

rudimentary equipment. These early experiments laid 

the foundation for the development of practical radio 

broadcasting.

One of the pioneers of radio broadcasting was Reginald 

Fessenden, a Canadian inventor and radio engineer. In 

1906, Fessenden made history by transmitting the first 

public radio broadcast from Brant Rock, Massachusetts. 

This  groundbreaking  transmission  featured  a  live 

performance of Handel's  "Largo" and a reading from 

the Bible.
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Fessenden's  experiment ignited a wave of  interest  in 

radio  broadcasting.  In  the  years  that  followed, 

numerous  radio  stations  sprang  up  across  North 

America and Europe. These stations broadcast a variety 

of  programs,  including news,  music,  and educational 

content.

In  Canada,  the  first  radio  station  was  established  in 

1919  in  Montreal.  This  station,  known  as  CFCF,  was 

followed  by  many  others  in  major  cities  across  the 

country.  Radio  quickly  became  a  popular  form  of 

entertainment  and  information  for  Canadians, 

connecting communities  and bringing the world into 

their homes.

The  early  days  of  radio  broadcasting  were 

characterized  by  experimentation  and  innovation. 

Broadcasters experimented with different frequencies, 

transmission  methods,  and  programming  formats. 

They  also  faced  numerous  challenges,  including 

interference, static, and limited range.
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Despite these challenges, radio broadcasting flourished 

in the 1920s and 1930s.  The development of  vacuum 

tube technology led to the production of more powerful 

and reliable radio transmitters and receivers. This, in 

turn,  led  to  an  expansion  of  radio  networks  and  an 

increase in the number of listeners.

Radio broadcasting played a significant role in shaping 

the social and cultural landscape of North America. It 

brought  people  together,  entertained  them,  and 

informed them about  the  world  around them.  Radio 

also played a vital role in times of crisis, such as the 

Great Depression and World War II.
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Chapter 1: The Dawn of Broadcasting

The Early Days of the CBC

In  the  early  20th  century,  as  radio  waves  crackled 

through the air, a new era of communication dawned 

upon  Canada.  Pioneering  individuals,  driven  by  a 

shared vision of connecting communities and fostering 

national  unity,  laid  the  foundation  for  what  would 

become the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC).

One  pivotal  figure  in  this  nascent  era  was  Reginald 

Fessenden, a Canadian inventor and radio enthusiast. 

In 1906,  Fessenden made history by transmitting the 

first  public  radio  broadcast  from  Brant  Rock, 

Massachusetts,  capturing  the  attention  of  listeners 

across  the  region.  His  groundbreaking  achievement 

ignited  a  spark  of  interest  in  the  potential  of  radio 

broadcasting.

In Canada, a group of dedicated individuals recognized 

the transformative power of radio and embarked on a 
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mission to establish a national broadcasting service. In 

1932,  the  Canadian  Radio  Broadcasting  Commission 

(CRBC) was formed, marking a significant milestone in 

the  history  of  Canadian  broadcasting.  The  CRBC's 

mandate was to regulate and oversee the burgeoning 

radio industry, ensuring the dissemination of diverse 

and high-quality programming.

Under the leadership of its first General Manager, John 

A. Ouimet, the CRBC began to shape the landscape of 

Canadian  radio  broadcasting.  Ouimet,  a  passionate 

advocate for Canadian content, spearheaded initiatives 

to promote homegrown talent and showcase Canadian 

culture.  He  recognized  the  importance  of  creating  a 

distinct  Canadian  voice  on  the  airwaves,  one  that 

reflected the nation's unique identity and values.

In 1936, a pivotal moment arrived with the launch of 

the CBC, the successor to the CRBC. The CBC emerged as 

a  unified  entity,  bringing  together  various  radio 

stations under one banner. This consolidation marked 
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a defining chapter  in  Canadian broadcasting  history, 

paving the way for the CBC to become a cornerstone of 

Canadian culture and identity.

As  the  CBC  took  root,  it  faced  numerous  challenges. 

Technical limitations, financial constraints, and a vast 

and rugged geography presented formidable obstacles. 

However, the unwavering dedication of its staff and the 

unwavering support of the Canadian public propelled 

the CBC forward.

In  its  early  days,  the  CBC  played  a  crucial  role  in 

fostering a sense of national unity. During World War 

II, the CBC's broadcasts provided Canadians with vital 

information and updates on the war effort, helping to 

rally the nation together in a time of crisis.  The CBC 

also  served  as  a  platform  for  cultural  exchange, 

showcasing diverse regional traditions and promoting 

understanding among Canadians from coast to coast.
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Chapter 1: The Dawn of Broadcasting

The Challenges of Early Broadcasting

The early days of broadcasting were marked by a series 

of challenges that threatened to derail the development 

of  this  new  medium.  These  challenges  included 

technical  limitations,  a  lack  of  infrastructure,  and 

fierce  competition  from  established  forms  of 

entertainment.

One of the most significant challenges faced by early 

broadcasters  was  the  limitations  of  the  technology. 

Radio  broadcasting  was  a  relatively  new technology, 

and there were many technical problems that needed 

to  be  solved.  These  problems  included  static, 

interference,  and  fading.  Additionally,  early  radio 

transmitters  had  a  very  limited  range,  which  meant 

that they could only reach a small number of listeners.

Another challenge faced by early broadcasters was the 

lack of infrastructure. There was no dedicated network 
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of  radio  stations,  and  broadcasters  had  to  rely  on 

existing telephone lines to transmit their signals. This 

made it difficult to reach a wide audience, and it also 

made it difficult to provide reliable service.

Finally,  early  broadcasters  faced  fierce  competition 

from  established  forms  of  entertainment,  such  as 

newspapers,  magazines,  and  motion  pictures.  These 

established  media  outlets  were  well-established  and 

had a large following, and they were not about to give 

up their market share without a fight.

Despite  these  challenges,  early  broadcasters 

persevered.  They  worked  tirelessly  to  improve  the 

technology, to build a network of radio stations, and to 

attract listeners. Their efforts eventually paid off, and 

radio  broadcasting  became  one  of  the  most  popular 

forms of entertainment in the world.

In addition to the challenges mentioned above,  early 

broadcasters also had to deal with a number of other 

issues, including:
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 A  lack  of  funding: Many  early  broadcasters 

were  underfunded,  which  made  it  difficult  for 

them to purchase the necessary equipment and 

to hire qualified staff.

 Government  regulation: Governments  around 

the  world  were  quick  to  regulate  radio 

broadcasting,  which  created  a  number  of 

bureaucratic obstacles for broadcasters.

 Public  opinion: Many  people  were  initially 

skeptical of radio broadcasting, and it took some 

time  for  the  new  medium  to  gain  widespread 

acceptance.

Despite these challenges, early broadcasters were able 

to overcome them and to establish radio broadcasting 

as a vital part of modern life. Today, radio broadcasting 

is  a  global  industry  that  reaches  billions  of  people 

around the world.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 
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