
Play Smart Poker

Introduction

Poker is a game of skill, strategy, and chance that has 

captivated  players  for  centuries.  From  its  humble 

origins in 10th-century China to its current status as a 

global  phenomenon,  poker  has  evolved  into  a  game 

enjoyed by people from all walks of life.

Whether you're a seasoned pro or a complete beginner, 

the game of poker offers something for everyone. The 

thrill  of  the  chase,  the  challenge  of  outwitting  your 

opponents, and the potential for big wins make poker 

an irresistible game for many.

This  book  is  designed  to  provide  you  with  all  the 

knowledge and skills you need to improve your poker 

game,  regardless  of  your  skill  level.  We'll  cover 

everything  from the  basics  of  the  game to  advanced 
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strategies  and  techniques.  We'll  also  discuss  the 

different types of poker games, how to choose the right 

game  for  you,  and  how  to  manage  your  bankroll 

effectively.

Whether you want to learn how to play poker for fun 

or you're looking to take your game to the next level, 

this  book has something for you.  So deal  yourself  in 

and let's get started!

From  the  fundamentals  of  the  game  to  advanced 

strategies, we'll cover everything you need to know to 

become a better poker player. We'll  also provide tips 

and  advice  on  how  to  improve  your  mental  game, 

manage your bankroll, and deal with tilt.

So  whether  you're  a  beginner  looking  to  learn  the 

basics or a seasoned pro looking to improve your game, 

this book is the perfect resource for you. Pick up your 

copy today and start your journey to becoming a better 

poker player!
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Book Description

Play  Smart  Poker is  the  ultimate  guide  to  playing 

smart  poker,  whether  you're  a  beginner  looking  to 

learn the basics or a seasoned pro looking to improve 

your game.

Inside,  you'll  find  everything  you  need  to  know  to 

master the game, including:

 The  fundamentals  of  poker,  including  the 

different types of games, hand rankings, betting 

and raising, and table position

 Advanced poker strategies, such as pre-flop and 

post-flop  strategy,  bluffing  and  deception, 

reading opponents, and bankroll management

 Common  poker  mistakes  to  avoid,  such  as 

playing too many hands,  chasing losses,  tilting, 

ignoring position, and not understanding implied 

odds
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 How  to  play  online  poker,  including  the 

advantages  and disadvantages  of  online  poker, 

choosing  an  online  poker  site,  online  poker 

etiquette,  bonuses  and  promotions,  and  online 

poker tournaments

 How to play live poker, including the advantages 

and disadvantages of live poker, playing in a live 

poker  room,  live  poker  etiquette,  live  poker 

tournaments, and live poker tells

 The psychology  of  poker,  including  the  mental 

game of poker, dealing with tilt, staying focused, 

building confidence, and emotional control

 Poker  bankroll  management,  including  the 

importance of bankroll management, calculating 

your bankroll, managing your bankroll, avoiding 

bankroll  disasters,  and  recovering  from  a 

bankroll setback

 Poker tournament strategy, including the early, 

middle,  and late stages of a poker tournament, 

heads-up play, and final table strategy
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 Poker  tips  and  tricks,  including  general  poker 

tips,  advanced  poker  tips,  tips  for  playing  in 

different  situations,  tips  for  playing  against 

different opponents, and tips for improving your 

poker game

With clear and concise instructions, helpful examples, 

and  expert  advice,  Play  Smart  Poker  is  the  perfect 

resource for poker players of all skill levels. Whether 

you want to learn how to play poker for fun or you're 

looking to take your game to the next level, this book 

has something for you.

So deal yourself in and let's get started!
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Chapter 1: Fundamentals of Poker

Understanding the Basics of Poker

Poker is a game of skill, strategy, and chance that has 

captivated  players  for  centuries.  From  its  humble 

origins in 10th-century China to its current status as a 

global  phenomenon,  poker  has  evolved  into  a  game 

enjoyed by people from all walks of life.

Whether you're a seasoned pro or a complete beginner, 

the game of poker offers something for everyone. The 

thrill  of  the  chase,  the  challenge  of  outwitting  your 

opponents, and the potential for big wins make poker 

an irresistible game for many.

This  chapter  will  provide  you with  a  comprehensive 

overview of the basics of poker. We'll cover everything 

you  need  to  know  to  get  started  playing  poker, 

including the different types of poker games, the rules 

of the game, and the basic strategies that you can use to 

improve your chances of winning.
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Types of Poker Games

There are many different types of poker games, but the 

most popular ones are Texas Hold'em, Omaha Hold'em, 

and Seven-Card Stud.

 Texas Hold'em: This is the most popular poker 

game in the world. In Texas Hold'em, each player 

is  dealt  two  hole  cards,  which  are  dealt  face 

down. Five community cards are then dealt face 

up in the center of the table. Players can use any 

combination of their two hole cards and the five 

community  cards  to  make  the  best  five-card 

hand possible.

 Omaha Hold'em: Omaha Hold'em is  similar to 

Texas Hold'em, but each player is dealt four hole 

cards  instead  of  two.  Players  must  use  exactly 

two  of  their  hole  cards  and  three  of  the 

community  cards  to  make  the  best  five-card 

hand possible.
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 Seven-Card  Stud: In  Seven-Card  Stud,  each 

player is  dealt  two hole cards,  one of  which is 

dealt face down and the other face up. Four more 

cards  are  then  dealt  face  up,  one  at  a  time. 

Players can use any combination of their seven 

cards to make the best five-card hand possible.

Rules of the Game

The rules of poker vary depending on the specific game 

being  played,  but  there  are  some  general  rules  that 

apply to all poker games.

 Betting: Players bet chips in order to win the pot, 

which is the collection of all the bets that have 

been made.

 Raising: A  player  can  raise  the  bet  by  adding 

more chips to the pot.

 Calling: A player can call the bet by matching the 

amount of the bet that has been made.

 Folding: A player can fold if they do not want to 

continue  betting.  If  a  player  folds,  they  forfeit 
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their hand and any chips that they have already 

bet.

 Winning: The player with the best hand at the 

end of the betting round wins the pot.

Basic Strategies

There are a number of basic strategies that you can use 

to improve your chances of winning at poker.

 Know your hand: The first  step to  winning at 

poker is to know what kind of hand you have. 

You should be able to identify the different types 

of poker hands, such as a pair, two pair, three of 

a kind, a straight, a flush, a full house, a four of a 

kind, and a straight flush.

 Play the right hands: Not all  poker hands are 

worth playing. You should only play hands that 

have a good chance of winning.

 Bet  wisely: When  you  do  bet,  you  should  bet 

wisely.  You should  bet  enough to  protect  your 
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hand, but you should not bet so much that you 

put your entire stack at risk.

 Bluff: Sometimes, you may need to bluff in order 

to win a pot. Bluffing is when you bet on a hand 

that  is  not  very  good  in  order  to  make  your 

opponents  think  that  you  have  a  better  hand 

than you actually do. 
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 Chapter 1: Fundamentals of Poker

 Types of Poker Games

Poker  is  a  versatile  game with  numerous  variations, 

each with its own unique rules and strategies. The most 

popular poker game is Texas Hold'em, which is played 

with a standard 52-card deck. In Texas Hold'em, each 

player is  dealt  two hole cards,  which are kept secret 

from  other  players.  Five  community  cards  are  then 

dealt  face-up  in  the  center  of  the  table,  which  all 

players can use to make their hands.

Another popular poker game is Omaha Hold'em, which 

is  similar  to  Texas  Hold'em  but  with  a  few  key 

differences.  In  Omaha  Hold'em,  each  player  is  dealt 

four  hole  cards  instead  of  two,  and  they  must  use 

exactly  two  of  their  hole  cards  in  combination  with 

three of the community cards to make their hand. This 

makes Omaha Hold'em a more complex and strategic 

game than Texas Hold'em.
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Other popular poker games include Seven-Card Stud, 

Razz,  and  Five-Card  Draw.  In  Seven-Card  Stud,  each 

player is dealt seven cards, with some of the cards dealt 

face-up and others dealt  face-down. Players can then 

discard cards and draw new ones in order to improve 

their hands. Razz is a lowball game, where the lowest 

hand wins the pot. In Five-Card Draw, each player is 

dealt five cards, and they can then discard and draw 

new cards up to three times in order to improve their 

hands.

The type of poker game you choose to play will depend 

on your personal preferences and skill level. If you're 

new to poker, Texas Hold'em is a good starting point, as 

it  is  relatively  easy  to  learn  and there  are  plenty  of 

resources  available  to  help  you  improve  your  game. 

Once you've mastered the basics of Texas Hold'em, you 

can then explore other poker games and find the ones 

that you enjoy the most.
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No matter what type of poker game you choose to play, 

the most important thing is to have fun and enjoy the 

game.  Poker is  a  great  way to socialize with friends, 

learn new skills,  and even win some money. So deal 

yourself in and start playing today!

* Choosing the Right Poker Game for You

When choosing a poker game to play, there are a few 

things you should consider:

 Your  skill  level: If  you're  new  to  poker,  you 

should choose a game that is relatively easy to 

learn,  such  as  Texas  Hold'em.  Once  you've 

mastered the basics, you can then explore other 

poker  games  that  are  more  complex  and 

challenging.

 Your  bankroll: Some  poker  games,  such  as 

Omaha Hold'em, can be more expensive to play 

than others,  such as Texas Hold'em. Make sure 

you choose a game that fits your budget.
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 Your personal preferences: Some people prefer 

poker  games  that  are  fast-paced  and  exciting, 

while  others  prefer  games  that  are  more 

strategic  and  slow-paced.  There  are  many 

different poker games to choose from, so you're 

sure to find one that you enjoy playing.

Once  you've  considered  these  factors,  you  can  start 

narrowing  down  your  choices  and  choose  the  right 

poker game for you. The best way to learn more about 

different poker games is to try them out and see which 

ones you enjoy the most. You can play poker online, at 

casinos, or even with friends at home.

* Conclusion

Poker  is  a  versatile  game with  numerous  variations, 

each with its own unique rules and strategies. The most 

popular  poker  game is  Texas  Hold'em,  but  there are 

many  other  games  to  choose  from,  such  as  Omaha 

Hold'em, Seven-Card Stud, Razz, and Five-Card Draw. 

When  choosing  a  poker  game  to  play,  you  should 
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consider  your  skill  level,  your  bankroll,  and  your 

personal preferences. Once you've found a game that 

you  enjoy,  you  can  start  learning  the  rules  and 

strategies and improving your game.
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Chapter 1: Fundamentals of Poker

Poker Hand Rankings

In poker, the hand rankings determine the strength of a 

player's hand. The highest-ranking hand wins the pot, 

which is the collection of all bets made by the players 

during the hand. There are ten standard poker hand 

rankings, from highest to lowest:

1. Royal Flush: A Royal Flush is the best possible 

hand in poker. It consists of an Ace, King, Queen, 

Jack, and Ten of the same suit.

2. Straight Flush: A Straight Flush is a sequence of 

five cards of the same suit,  such as 7-6-5-4-3 of 

hearts.

3. Four of a Kind: Four of a Kind consists of four 

cards of the same rank, such as four Aces or four 

Queens.
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4. Full  House: A  Full  House  is  a  combination  of 

three cards of one rank and two cards of another 

rank, such as three Aces and two Kings.

5. Flush: A Flush is five cards of the same suit, such 

as 9-8-7-6-5 of hearts.

6. Straight: A Straight is a sequence of five cards of 

different suits, such as 7-6-5-4-3.

7. Three  of  a  Kind: Three  of  a  Kind  consists  of 

three cards of the same rank, such as three Aces 

or three Queens.

8. Two  Pair: Two  Pair  consists  of  two  different 

pairs of cards, such as two Aces and two Kings.

9. One Pair: One Pair consists of two cards of the 

same rank, such as two Aces or two Queens.

10. High Card: A High Card is the highest card in a 

hand  that  does  not  contain  any  of  the  above 
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combinations. For example, if the five cards in a 

hand are 9-8-7-6-2, the 9 is the High Card.

The  rankings  of  poker  hands  are  important  because 

they determine who wins the pot. The highest-ranking 

hand wins the pot, and if two or more players have the 

same highest-ranking hand, they split the pot evenly.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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