
Modern Korea: A Global Perspective

Introduction

Korea  is  a  country  with  a  rich  history,  culture,  and 

economy.  It  is  a  land  of  contrasts,  with  towering 

mountains and lush valleys, bustling cities and serene 

countryside.  Korea  is  also  a  country  that  has  faced 

many  challenges,  including  war,  poverty,  and 

dictatorship. But through it all, the Korean people have 

persevered and built a strong and vibrant nation.

In  recent  years,  Korea  has  emerged  as  a  global 

economic  powerhouse.  It  is  now  one  of  the  world's 

leading  exporters  of  electronics,  cars,  and  other 

manufactured goods.  Korea is  also a major player in 

the global financial markets.

But Korea is more than just an economic success story. 

It is also a country with a rich cultural heritage. Korea 
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is home to some of the world's most beautiful temples, 

palaces, and gardens. It is also a country with a vibrant 

arts  scene,  with  a  thriving  film,  music,  and  theater 

industry.

Korea  is  a  country  with  a  complex  and  fascinating 

history. It is a country that has faced many challenges, 

but  it  has  also  achieved  great  success.  Korea  is  a 

country  that  is  both  ancient  and  modern,  both 

traditional and progressive. It is a country that is full of 

contradictions,  but  it  is  also  a  country that  is  full  of 

hope.

Korea is a country that is on the move. It is a country 

that  is  rapidly  changing  and  developing.  Korea  is  a 

country that is full of potential. It is a country that is 

poised to play a major role in the world in the years to 

come.

This book is an introduction to Korea. It is a book that 

will provide you with a basic understanding of Korea's 

history, culture, economy, and politics. It is a book that 
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will help you to understand the challenges that Korea 

faces and the opportunities that it has. It is a book that 

will help you to appreciate the beauty and diversity of 

Korea.

I hope that you will enjoy reading this book and that it 

will help you to learn more about Korea.

Pasquale De Marco 
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Book Description

Modern  Korea:  A  Global  Perspective is  an 

introduction to  Korea,  a  country with a  rich history, 

culture,  and economy.  It  is  a  land of  contrasts,  with 

towering  mountains  and  lush  valleys,  bustling  cities 

and serene countryside.  Korea is  also a  country that 

has faced many challenges, including war, poverty, and 

dictatorship. But through it all, the Korean people have 

persevered and built a strong and vibrant nation.

This  book  provides  a  comprehensive  overview  of 

Korea,  covering  its  history,  culture,  economy,  and 

politics. It also discusses the challenges that Korea faces 

and the opportunities that it has.

Modern Korea: A Global Perspective is written in a 

clear and concise style, making it accessible to readers 

of all levels. It is also well-researched and up-to-date, 

providing readers with the most accurate information 

available.
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Whether  you  are  a  student,  a  businessperson,  or  a 

traveler,  Modern Korea: A Global Perspective is the 

perfect way to learn more about Korea. It is a book that 

will provide you with a deeper understanding of this 

fascinating country and its people.

Pasquale De Marco is an expert on Korea. He has lived 

and worked in  Korea  for  many years,  and he  has  a 

deep understanding of  the  country's  history,  culture, 

and  economy.  Pasquale  De  Marco is  also  a  gifted 

writer, and he has a knack for making complex topics 

easy to understand.

Modern Korea: A Global Perspective is a must-read 

for anyone who wants to learn more about Korea. It is 

a book that will inform, educate, and entertain readers 

of all ages. 
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Chapter 1: Korea's Place in the World

Korea's history and culture

Korea has a long and rich history, dating back to the 

Gojoseon kingdom in  the  23rd  century  BC.  Over  the 

centuries,  Korea  has  been  ruled  by  a  variety  of 

dynasties,  including  the  Silla,  Goryeo,  and  Joseon 

dynasties. Each dynasty has left its own unique mark 

on Korean culture and history.

Korea is also a country with a rich cultural heritage. 

Korean culture  is  influenced  by  a  variety  of  factors, 

including Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism. Korea 

is also home to a number of UNESCO World Heritage 

sites,  including  the  Gyeongju  Historic  Areas,  the 

Seokguram  Grotto  and  Bulguksa  Temple,  and  the 

Changdeokgung Palace Complex.

Korean culture is also known for its vibrant arts scene. 

Korea is home to a number of world-renowned artists, 

including the painter Park Soo-keun and the sculptor 
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Kim  Whanki.  Korea  is  also  home  to  a  number  of 

traditional performing arts, such as pansori (narrative 

singing) and talchum (masked dance).

In recent years, Korea has also become a major player 

in  the  global  entertainment  industry.  Korean  pop 

music,  or  K-pop,  has  become  a  global  phenomenon, 

with  groups  such  as  BTS  and  Blackpink  achieving 

international  success.  Korean  dramas  have  also 

become popular around the world, with shows such as 

"Squid Game" and "Descendants of the Sun" gaining a 

large following.

Korea  is  a  country  with  a  rich  and  diverse  culture. 

Korean culture is a blend of tradition and modernity, 

and it is constantly evolving. Korean culture is a source 

of  pride  for  Koreans,  and  it  is  also  a  source  of 

fascination for people around the world.
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Chapter 1: Korea's Place in the World

Korea's economic development

Korea  has  experienced  remarkable  economic 

development  in  recent  decades,  transforming  itself 

from  a  poor,  agrarian  society  to  one  of  the  world's 

leading  economies.  This  transformation  has  been 

driven by a number of factors, including government 

policies, foreign investment, and a highly educated and 

skilled workforce.

One  of  the  key  factors  in  Korea's  economic 

development  has  been  the  government's  adoption  of 

export-oriented  policies.  In  the  1960s  and  1970s,  the 

government  implemented  a  series  of  policies  that 

encouraged  exports,  such  as  tax  breaks  and  low 

interest  rates.  These  policies  helped  to  create  a 

favorable environment for businesses to export their 

goods and services.
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Another  factor  that  has  contributed  to  Korea's 

economic  development  is  foreign  investment.  In  the 

1980s  and  1990s,  Korea  attracted  a  large  amount  of 

foreign  investment,  which  helped  to  finance  its 

economic  growth.  Foreign  investment  also  helped  to 

introduce new technologies and management practices 

to Korea.

Finally,  Korea's  economic  development  has  been 

driven  by  a  highly  educated  and  skilled  workforce. 

Korea has one of the highest literacy rates in the world, 

and  its  people  are  well-educated  in  science  and 

technology.  This  has  given  Korea  a  competitive 

advantage in the global economy.

Korea's  economic development has had a number of 

positive impacts on the country. It has led to increased 

incomes, improved living standards, and a decline in 

poverty. Korea has also become a major player in the 

global  economy,  and its  products  are  exported to  all 

corners of the world.
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However, Korea's economic development has also had 

some  negative  consequences.  It  has  led  to  increased 

income inequality, environmental pollution, and social 

problems. Korea is also facing a number of economic 

challenges, such as slowing growth, rising debt, and an 

aging population.

Despite  these  challenges,  Korea's  economic 

development is a remarkable success story. Korea has 

transformed itself from a poor, agrarian society to one 

of the world's leading economies in just a few decades. 

Korea's  economic  development  is  a  testament  to  the 

hard work and determination of the Korean people.
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Chapter 1: Korea's Place in the World

Korea's political system

Korea  is  a  democratic  republic  with  a  strong 

presidential system. The President is the head of state 

and government and is elected by popular vote for a 

single five-year term. The President appoints the Prime 

Minister,  who  is  the  head  of  government,  and  the 

Cabinet.  The  National  Assembly  is  the  unicameral 

legislature of Korea and is composed of 300 members 

elected by popular vote for four-year terms.

Korea's  political  system  has  been  in  place  since  the 

country's  liberation  from  Japanese  colonial  rule  in 

1945. The system has been praised for its stability and 

its ability to promote economic growth. However, the 

system  has  also  been  criticized  for  its  lack  of 

transparency and accountability.

In  recent  years,  there  have  been  calls  for  political 

reform  in  Korea.  These  calls  have  been  led  by  civil 
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society groups and by some members of the National 

Assembly. The reformers argue that the current system 

is too centralized and that it gives too much power to 

the President.  They also argue that the system is not 

transparent  enough  and  that  it  does  not  hold  the 

government accountable to the people.

The government has resisted calls for political reform. 

The  government  argues  that  the  current  system  is 

stable  and  that  it  has  served  Korea  well.  The 

government also argues that the system is transparent 

enough and that it holds the government accountable 

to the people.

The debate over political reform in Korea is likely to 

continue  in  the  years  to  come.  The  outcome  of  this 

debate will have a significant impact on the future of 

Korean democracy.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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