
Trope of the Literary Token: Expression, 

Propriety  and  Appropriation  in  the 

Works of Wordsworth and Coleridge

Introduction

In  the  realm  of  literary  history,  the  Romantic  era 

stands as a testament to the transformative power of 

imagination and the  profound exploration of  human 

emotion.  Among  the  luminaries  of  this  movement, 

William  Wordsworth  and  Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge 

occupy a prominent  position,  their  works leaving an 

indelible  mark  on  the  literary  landscape.  This  book 

delves into the intricate relationship between these two 

literary  giants,  examining  the  convergence  and 

divergence of their ideas, their shared influences, and 

the enduring legacy of their contributions.
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Wordsworth  and  Coleridge,  united  by  their 

unwavering  commitment  to  poetic  expression, 

embarked  on  a  collaborative  journey  that  would 

redefine the boundaries of literary imagination. Their 

friendship and creative exchange fostered a dynamic 

dialogue that pushed the frontiers of Romantic poetry, 

challenging conventions and membuka new vistas of 

expression.

At the heart of their poetic endeavors lay a profound 

reverence for nature and a deep interrogation of the 

human condition. Wordsworth, with his keen eye for 

observation,  sought  solace  and  inspiration  in  the 

natural  world,  capturing  its  beauty  and  majesty  in 

verse that resonated with raw emotion. Coleridge, on 

the other hand, explored the inner landscapes of the 

mind,  delving  into  the  realms  of  dreams,  the 

supernatural, and the subconscious.

Their  divergent  approaches  to  poetry,  while  distinct, 

were  complementary,  forming  a  tapestry  of  literary 

2



brilliance.  Wordsworth's  focus  on  simplicity  and  the 

commonplace  elevated  the  ordinary  to  the 

extraordinary,  while  Coleridge's  embrace  of  the 

mystical and the metaphysical expanded the horizons 

of poetic possibility. Together, they revolutionized the 

language and form of poetry, leaving an indelible mark 

on the trajectory of English literature.

Beyond  their  individual  contributions,  Wordsworth 

and  Coleridge  played  a  pivotal  role  in  shaping  the 

broader Romantic movement. Their influence extended 

far beyond their own works, inspiring a generation of 

poets  and writers  who embraced their  revolutionary 

spirit and sought to redefine the boundaries of artistic 

expression.

This  book offers  a  comprehensive  exploration of  the 

literary legacy of Wordsworth and Coleridge, shedding 

light on their intertwined lives, their shared passions, 

and their profound impact on the world of literature. 

Through a meticulous examination of their works and 
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correspondence, it  unravels the complex dynamics of 

their relationship and provides fresh insights into their 

creative genius.
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Book Description

In this  captivating exploration of  literary history,  we 

delve into the dynamic relationship between two titans 

of the Romantic era: William Wordsworth and Samuel 

Taylor  Coleridge.  United  by  their  shared  passion  for 

poetic  expression,  they  embarked  on  a  collaborative 

journey that would redefine the boundaries of literary 

imagination.

Their  friendship  and  creative  exchange  fostered  a 

vibrant dialogue that pushed the frontiers of Romantic 

poetry,  challenging conventions and opening up new 

vistas  of  expression.  At  the  heart  of  their  poetic 

endeavors lay a profound reverence for nature and a 

deep interrogation of the human condition.

Wordsworth, with his keen eye for observation, sought 

solace and inspiration in the natural world, capturing 

its beauty and majesty in verse that resonated with raw 

emotion.  Coleridge,  on  the  other  hand,  explored  the 

5



inner landscapes of the mind, delving into the realms 

of dreams, the supernatural, and the subconscious.

Their  divergent  approaches  to  poetry,  while  distinct, 

were  complementary,  forming  a  tapestry  of  literary 

brilliance.  Wordsworth's  focus  on  simplicity  and  the 

commonplace  elevated  the  ordinary  to  the 

extraordinary,  while  Coleridge's  embrace  of  the 

mystical and the metaphysical expanded the horizons 

of poetic possibility. Together, they revolutionized the 

language and form of poetry, leaving an indelible mark 

on the trajectory of English literature.

Beyond  their  individual  contributions,  Wordsworth 

and  Coleridge  played  a  pivotal  role  in  shaping  the 

broader Romantic movement. Their influence extended 

far beyond their own works, inspiring a generation of 

poets  and writers  who embraced their  revolutionary 

spirit and sought to redefine the boundaries of artistic 

expression.
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This book offers a comprehensive exploration of their 

intertwined  lives,  their  shared  passions,  and  their 

profound impact on the world of literature. Through a 

meticulous  examination  of  their  works  and 

correspondence, it  unravels the complex dynamics of 

their relationship and provides fresh insights into their 

creative genius.
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Chapter  1:  Literary  Legacies  and 

Linguistic Lineages

Tracing  the  Literary  Heritage:  Wordsworth 

and Coleridge's Intellectual Ancestry

Wordsworth and Coleridge, two towering figures of the 

Romantic  era,  did not  emerge from a vacuum. Their 

literary  genius  was  shaped  and  nurtured  by  a  rich 

tapestry  of  intellectual  influences,  both  past  and 

contemporary.  This  topic  delves  into  the  literary 

heritage  that  informed  their  writing,  exploring  the 

authors,  ideas,  and movements  that  left  an  indelible 

mark on their creative sensibilities.

The  Legacy  of  the  Ancients:  A  Dialogue  with  the 

Classics

Wordsworth and Coleridge were deeply immersed in 

the literature of ancient Greece and Rome. They drew 

inspiration  from  the  epic  tales  of  Homer,  the 
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philosophical  musings of  Plato and Aristotle,  and the 

lyrical  beauty  of  Sappho  and  Pindar.  These  classical 

influences can be seen in their own works, where they 

often allude to ancient myths and legends, and employ 

classical forms and structures.

The Renaissance and the Revival of Learning

The Renaissance, with its emphasis on humanism and 

the  rediscovery  of  ancient  texts,  also  played  a 

significant role in shaping their literary outlook. They 

were  particularly  drawn  to  the  works  of  Dante, 

Petrarch, and Shakespeare, whose writings celebrated 

the power of individual expression and the beauty of 

the natural world.

The Enlightenment and the Age of Reason

The  Enlightenment,  with  its  emphasis  on  rationality 

and  empirical  inquiry,  left  a  complex  legacy  on 

Wordsworth and Coleridge. While they embraced the 

Enlightenment's emphasis on individual liberty and the 
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pursuit of knowledge, they also critiqued its perceived 

coldness and materialism. This tension between reason 

and emotion would become a defining feature of their 

own poetry.

The Pre-Romantics: Blazing the Trail

In the late 18th century, a group of poets known as the 

Pre-Romantics  emerged,  including  William  Blake, 

Robert  Burns,  and  Thomas  Gray.  These  poets 

challenged the  prevailing  literary  conventions  of  the 

day,  experimenting  with  new  forms  and  styles  and 

exploring  themes  of  nature,  emotion,  and  the 

imagination.  Wordsworth and Coleridge  were  deeply 

influenced by these Pre-Romantic pioneers, who helped 

pave the way for their own revolutionary approach to 

poetry.
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Chapter  1:  Literary  Legacies  and 

Linguistic Lineages

The  Romantic  Movement:  A  Crucible  of 

Literary Revolution

Amidst the shifting tides of the late 18th century, a new 

literary  movement  emerged,  challenging  established 

norms  and  ushering  in  an  era  of  profound  creative 

transformation.  Known  as  Romanticism,  this 

movement ignited a blaze of innovation across the arts, 

leaving an indelible mark on the trajectory of Western 

literature.

At the heart of Romanticism lay a fervent belief in the 

power of imagination and emotion. The Romantic poets 

sought to break free from the shackles of rationalism 

and  neoclassical  conventions,  embracing  a  more 

subjective  and  introspective  approach  to  artistic 

expression.  They found solace and inspiration in the 
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natural world, exploring its beauty, its mysteries, and 

its capacity to evoke deep human emotions.

The  Romantic  poets  also  placed  a  high  value  on 

individual  experience  and  creativity.  They  believed 

that the poet was a visionary, a seer with the ability to 

perceive and articulate  profound truths hidden from 

the  eyes  of  ordinary  mortals.  This  emphasis  on  the 

individual  led  to  a  proliferation  of  autobiographical 

writing,  as  poets  turned  their  own  lives  and 

experiences into fodder for their verse.

The Romantic Movement was not a monolithic entity, 

but  rather  a  diverse  and  multifaceted  phenomenon 

that  encompassed  a  wide  range  of  voices  and 

perspectives.  Some  of  the  most  prominent  figures 

associated  with  Romanticism  include  William 

Wordsworth,  Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge,  Percy  Bysshe 

Shelley,  John  Keats,  and  Lord  Byron.  Each  of  these 

poets brought their unique talents and sensibilities to 

12



the  movement,  contributing  to  its  rich  tapestry  of 

creative expression.

One  of  the  most  significant  contributions  of  the 

Romantic  poets  was  their  redefinition  of  the  role  of 

poetry.  No  longer  seen  as  a  mere  form  of 

entertainment or instruction, poetry became a means 

of exploring the depths of human emotion, of delving 

into  the  mysteries  of  the  natural  world,  and  of 

challenging the established order. The Romantic poets 

sought  to  awaken  the  reader's  imagination  and 

transport  them  to  new  realms  of  experience,  using 

language that was both evocative and sublime.

The Romantic Movement had a profound impact on the 

development of English literature. It ushered in a new 

era  of  creativity  and  innovation,  expanding  the 

boundaries of poetic expression and paving the way for 

future  generations  of  writers.  The  Romantic  poets 

continue  to  be  celebrated  for  their  visionary  spirit, 
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their  passionate  embrace  of  life,  and  their  enduring 

ability to move and inspire readers.
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Chapter  1:  Literary  Legacies  and 

Linguistic Lineages

Shared Influences: Common Ground in Their 

Literary Inspirations

The literary landscape of the Romantic era was a fertile 

ground  for  the  exchange  of  ideas  and  the  cross-

pollination  of  influences.  William  Wordsworth  and 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, two of the movement's most 

prominent  figures,  were  no  exception  to  this  trend. 

Both poets  drew inspiration from a diverse range of 

sources,  including  classical  literature,  contemporary 

philosophy, and the natural world.

One  of  the  most  significant  shared  influences  on 

Wordsworth and Coleridge was the work of the 17th-

century  metaphysical  poets,  particularly  John  Donne 

and Andrew Marvell. These poets were known for their 

intricate  wordplay,  their  exploration  of  complex 

themes, and their use of everyday language to convey 
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profound  ideas.  Wordsworth  and  Coleridge  admired 

the  metaphysical  poets'  willingness  to  challenge 

conventions  and  to  explore  the  hidden  depths  of 

human experience.

Another  important  influence  on  both  poets  was  the 

philosophy of Edmund Burke, particularly his concept 

of  the  sublime.  Burke  argued  that  the  sublime  is  a 

powerful  aesthetic  experience  that  is  evoked  by 

vastness,  obscurity,  and  power.  Wordsworth  and 

Coleridge  were  drawn  to  Burke's  ideas  about  the 

sublime, and they often sought to evoke this feeling in 

their own poetry.

In  addition  to  these  literary  and  philosophical 

influences,  Wordsworth  and  Coleridge  were  also 

inspired  by  the  natural  world.  They  both  spent  a 

significant amount of time in the countryside, and their 

experiences in nature had a profound impact on their 

poetry. Wordsworth, in particular, was known for his 

love of the Lake District, and his poetry is filled with 
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vivid descriptions of the natural world. Coleridge, too, 

was a  keen observer of  nature,  and his  poetry often 

reflects his fascination with the beauty and mystery of 

the natural world.

The  shared  influences  of  Wordsworth  and  Coleridge 

helped  to  shape  their  poetic  styles  and  their  overall 

approach to literature. Both poets were committed to 

using poetry to explore complex ideas and emotions, 

and they both drew inspiration from a wide range of 

sources. As a result, their poetry is rich, complex, and 

thought-provoking, and it  continues to be enjoyed by 

readers today.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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now available in various formats.
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