
Society and the Human Dialectic

Introduction

Society and the Human Dialectic is a groundbreaking 

exploration into the complexities of human existence 

and our interactions within the societal structures that 

shape  our  lives.  This  comprehensive  volume  delves 

into the fundamental aspects of sociology, unveiling the 

intricate interplay between individuals and their social 

surroundings.

With  a  keen  eye  for  detail  and  a  thought-provoking 

approach, Pasquale De Marco masterfully dissects the 

human condition, examining the essence of our being 

and the social factors that mold our identities. The book 

delves into the concept of the social self,  highlighting 

the significance of our interactions in shaping who we 

are.  It  explores  the  power of  culture  in  transmitting 
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values,  beliefs,  and practices across generations,  thus 

influencing our worldviews and behaviors.

Furthermore, Pasquale De Marco provides a nuanced 

analysis  of  social  stratification,  shedding light  on the 

mechanisms  that  perpetuate  inequality  within 

societies.  The  book  underscores  the  transformative 

impact of technology on our societies, examining how 

advancements  have  revolutionized  communication, 

transportation, and the way we conduct our daily lives.

The  Forces  that  Shape  Our  Lives  is  a  chapter  that 

delves into the intricate web of factors that influence 

our  lives.  It  begins  by  examining  the  process  of 

socialization,  highlighting  the  profound  impact  of 

family, education, media, and religion in shaping our 

beliefs, values, and behaviors. The chapter explores the 

dynamics  of  social  interaction,  delving  into  the 

complexities  of  social  groups,  communication, 

conformity,  deviance,  conflict,  and  cooperation.  It 

concludes with an analysis of social change, tracing its 
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historical roots and examining the role of individuals, 

groups,  and  movements  in  driving  societal 

transformation.

Institutions  and  Social  Control  is  a  chapter  that 

investigates  the  structures  and  mechanisms  that 

maintain order and stability in societies.  It  examines 

the family as the cornerstone of society, highlighting its 

role in socializing individuals and transmitting cultural 

values.  The chapter  explores educational  institutions, 

emphasizing their significance in shaping knowledge, 

skills, and values. It delves into the economy, analyzing 

its role in resource allocation and distribution.

Perspectives  on  Social  Behavior  is  a  chapter  that 

explores  the  various  theoretical  frameworks  used  to 

understand  human  behavior  in  social  contexts.  It 

begins  with  an  examination  of  functionalism,  which 

views society as a system of interconnected parts, each 

contributing  to  its  overall  functioning.  The  chapter 

delves into conflict theory, which emphasizes the role 
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of  power  struggles  and  inequality  in  shaping  social 

interactions. It explores symbolic interactionism, which 

focuses  on  the  meanings  and  interpretations  that 

individuals attach to their social interactions.

… 
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Book Description

In Society and the Human Dialectic, Pasquale De Marco 

takes  readers  on  a  captivating  journey  through  the 

intricate  tapestry  of  human  existence.  This 

comprehensive  volume  explores  the  fundamental 

concepts  of  sociology,  delving  into  the  dynamic 

interplay  between  individuals  and  their  social 

surroundings.

With  erudition  and  eloquence,  Pasquale  De  Marco 

examines the human condition, dissecting the essence 

of  our  being  and  the  societal  forces  that  shape  our 

identities. The book delves into the concept of the social 

self,  highlighting  the  profound  influence  of  our 

interactions  in  shaping  who  we  are.  It  explores  the 

power  of  culture  in  transmitting  values,  beliefs,  and 

practices  across  generations,  thus  molding  our 

worldviews and behaviors.
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Furthermore, Pasquale De Marco provides a nuanced 

analysis  of  social  stratification,  shedding light  on the 

mechanisms  that  perpetuate  inequality  within 

societies.  The  book  underscores  the  transformative 

impact of technology on our societies, examining how 

advancements  have  revolutionized  communication, 

transportation, and the way we conduct our daily lives.

Society  and  the  Human  Dialectic  is  not  merely  an 

academic  treatise;  it  is  an  invitation  to  engage  in 

critical thinking about the human experience. Pasquale 

De  Marco  challenges  readers  to  question  their 

assumptions  about  society,  to  examine  the  power 

structures  that  shape  their  lives,  and  to  envision  a 

more just and equitable world.

This  book  is  an  essential  resource  for  students  of 

sociology, social sciences, and anyone seeking a deeper 

understanding of the social forces that shape our lives. 

With its rigorous analysis, thought-provoking insights, 

and  engaging  writing  style,  Society  and  the  Human 
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Dialectic  is  a  must-read for  anyone interested in  the 

human condition.

… 
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Chapter  1:  Delving  into  the  Human 

Condition

The Essence of Being Human: An Exploration

At the heart of our existence lies the profound question 

of  what  it  means  to  be  human.  This  fundamental 

inquiry  has  captivated  philosophers,  theologians, 

anthropologists,  and  countless  others  throughout 

history. As we embark on a journey to understand the 

human condition,  we must first  unravel  the intricate 

tapestry of our being.

The essence of being human lies not in isolation but in 

our  inherent  interconnectedness.  We  are  social 

creatures,  wired  to  seek  connection,  belonging,  and 

purpose  within  a  web  of  relationships.  Our 

relationships  shape  who  we  are,  from  our  earliest 

interactions with caregivers to the myriad social circles 

we  navigate  throughout  life.  Through  these 

connections, we learn to communicate, cooperate, and 
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empathize,  developing  a  sense  of  self  that  is  both 

unique and intertwined with others.

Our  humanity  is  also  defined  by  our  capacity  for 

consciousness  and  self-awareness.  We  possess  the 

extraordinary ability to reflect upon our own thoughts, 

feelings,  and  experiences,  extracting  meaning  and 

purpose from the chaos of existence. This introspective 

nature allows us to learn from our mistakes, set goals, 

and strive for personal growth. It is through this self-

awareness that we cultivate a sense of agency, taking 

ownership of our choices and actions.

Inseparable  from  our  humanity  is  our  relentless 

pursuit  of  knowledge  and  understanding.  We  are 

driven to explore the world around us, to unravel its 

mysteries,  and  to  quench  our  insatiable  thirst  for 

meaning.  This  intellectual  curiosity  is  what  has 

propelled  humanity  forward,  leading  to  countless 

advancements in science, technology, and the arts. It is 

through this pursuit  of knowledge that we transcend 
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the limitations  of  our  physical  existence and expand 

the boundaries of human consciousness.

Moreover, our humanity is inextricably linked to our 

capacity  for  creativity  and  imagination.  We  are 

endowed with the ability to envision new possibilities, 

to  transcend  the  constraints  of  reality,  and  to  bring 

forth  new ideas,  works  of  art,  and innovations.  This 

creative  spark  is  what  distinguishes  us  from  other 

species and allows us to shape our world in accordance 

with our dreams and aspirations.

Lastly, our humanity is characterized by our resilience 

and our unwavering capacity for hope. In the face of 

adversity, we find the strength to persevere, to adapt, 

and to overcome challenges. This indomitable spirit is a 

testament to the resilience of the human spirit and our 

ability to rise above our circumstances. It is this hope 

that propels us forward, even in the darkest of times, 

and fuels our unwavering belief in a better future.

… 
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Chapter  1:  Delving  into  the  Human 

Condition

The Social Self: Unraveling Our Interactions

Humans  are  inherently  social  beings,  driven  by  an 

innate  need  to  connect  with  others  and  form 

meaningful relationships. Our social interactions shape 

who we are, molding our values, beliefs, and behaviors. 

The  social  self,  a  crucial  aspect  of  our  identity,  is  a 

product  of  these interactions,  a  tapestry woven from 

the threads of our social experiences.

From the moment we are born, we are immersed in a 

web of  social  interactions.  Our parents,  siblings,  and 

extended  family  members  play  a  pivotal  role  in 

shaping our early  social  development.  They teach us 

the norms and values of our culture, the rules of social 

conduct,  and the  art  of  communication.  As  we grow 

older,  our  social  circle  expands  to  include  friends, 

teachers, peers, and colleagues. Each interaction, each 
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conversation, and each shared experience contributes 

to the intricate mosaic of our social self.

Our  social  interactions  are  not  merely  superficial 

exchanges of words; they are profound encounters that 

shape  the  very  core  of  our  being.  Through  these 

interactions, we learn to understand our strengths and 

weaknesses,  our  hopes  and  fears.  We  discover  our 

place in the social hierarchy, our role within various 

groups,  and  the  boundaries  that  define  our  social 

identity.

The  social  self  is  not  a  static  entity;  it  is  constantly 

evolving  and  adapting,  shaped  by  the  ever-changing 

landscape  of  our  social  interactions.  As  we  navigate 

through  different  social  contexts,  we  may  find 

ourselves  adjusting  our  behavior,  adopting  different 

personas,  and  modifying  our  values  to  fit  in.  This 

fluidity  of  the  social  self  allows  us  to  navigate  the 

complexities  of  human  relationships  and  maintain  a 

sense of belonging within diverse social groups.
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Chapter  1:  Delving  into  the  Human 

Condition

The  Power  of  Culture:  Lupin Shaping  Our 

Worldviews

Culture is the invisible force that shapes our lives. It is 

a system of shared beliefs, values, and practices that we 

learn  from  our  families,  our  communities,  and  the 

media. Culture influences everything from the way we 

think and feel to the way we behave and interact with 

others.

One of  the most  important  ways that  culture  shapes 

our worldviews is by providing us with a set of shared 

symbols and meanings.  These symbols and meanings 

help us to make sense of the world around us and to 

communicate with each other. For example, in many 

cultures,  the  color  red  is  associated  with  danger  or 

excitement,  while  the  color  white  is  associated  with 

purity or innocence. These shared symbols allow us to 
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communicate  complex  ideas  and  emotions  without 

having to say a lot of words.

Culture also shapes our values.  Values are the things 

that we believe are important in life.  They guide our 

behavior and help us to make decisions. For example, 

in  many  cultures,  people  value  hard  work,  honesty, 

and respect for others. These values are reflected in the 

way that people behave and interact with each other.

Finally, culture shapes our practices. Practices are the 

things  that  we  do  on  a  regular  basis.  They  include 

everything from the way we eat and dress to the way 

we  celebrate  holidays  and  raise  our  children.  Our 

practices are shaped by our culture and they, in turn, 

shape  our  culture.  For  example,  in  many  cultures, 

people  eat  meals  together  as  a  family.  This  practice 

helps to strengthen family bonds and to teach children 

about their culture.

In conclusion, culture is a powerful force that shapes 

our  worldviews.  It  provides  us  with  a  set  of  shared 
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symbols and meanings, values, and practices that help 

us  to  make  sense  of  the  world  around  us  and  to 

communicate with each other. Culture is not static, but 

rather changes over time as new ideas and values are 

introduced.  As  culture  changes,  so  too  do  our 

worldviews.

… 
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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