
The  Folk  Heart  of  America:  Tales  of 

Songwriters,  Struggles,  and  Triumphs 

from  the  Greenwich  Village  Music 

Scene

Introduction

Folk  music  has  always  held  a  special  place  in  the 

American heart, capturing the spirit of resilience, hope, 

and the pursuit of a better world. From the shores of 

Appalachia to the bustling streets of New York City, folk 

music  has  served  as  a  soundtrack  to  our  nation's 

history,  reflecting  our  struggles,  triumphs,  and 

aspirations.

In  the  heart  of  Greenwich  Village,  a  legendary  folk 

music venue called Folk City played a pivotal role in 

shaping  the  American  folk  music  scene.  From  its 

humble beginnings in the early 1960s, Folk City became 
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a  beacon  of  creativity,  a  place  where  aspiring 

musicians could share their songs, and audiences could 

experience the power of live music.

Within Folk City's intimate walls, a tapestry of musical 

talent unfolded. Bob Dylan, Joan Baez, Pete Seeger, and 

countless other folk icons graced its stage, captivating 

audiences  with  their  heartfelt  lyrics  and  poignant 

melodies.  Folk  City  was  not  just  a  venue;  it  was  a 

community, a gathering place where artists and music 

lovers came together to share their passion for music 

and create something truly special.

Beyond  its  musical  legacy,  Folk  City  also  played  a 

significant role in social change. It served as a platform 

for activists and change-makers, who used music as a 

tool to raise awareness about social injustices and rally 

people to action. Folk City's stage became a powerful 

voice for  civil  rights,  peace,  and equality,  leaving an 

indelible mark on American history.
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The  story  of  Folk  City  is  a  story  of  passion, 

perseverance, and the transformative power of music. 

It  is  a  story  that  deserves  to  be  told  and  retold, 

inspiring  generations  to  come.  In  this  book,  we  will 

delve into the rich history of Folk City, celebrating the 

artists who performed there, the songs that were born 

within its walls, and the lasting impact it has had on 

American culture.

Through the memories  of  those who were there,  we 

will transport ourselves back to the Greenwich Village 

of  the  1960s  and  experience  the  magic  of  Folk  City 

firsthand. We will explore the social and cultural forces 

that  shaped  this  iconic  venue,  and  we  will  trace  its 

enduring legacy in the world of music and beyond.
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Book Description

In  the  heart  of  Greenwich  Village,  a  legendary  folk 

music venue called Folk City played a pivotal role in 

shaping  the  American  folk  music  scene.  From  its 

humble beginnings in the early 1960s, Folk City became 

a  beacon  of  creativity,  a  place  where  aspiring 

musicians could share their songs, and audiences could 

experience the power of live music.

Within Folk City's intimate walls, a tapestry of musical 

talent unfolded. Bob Dylan, Joan Baez, Pete Seeger, and 

countless other folk icons graced its stage, captivating 

audiences  with  their  heartfelt  lyrics  and  poignant 

melodies.  Folk  City  was  not  just  a  venue;  it  was  a 

community, a gathering place where artists and music 

lovers came together to share their passion for music 

and create something truly special.

Beyond  its  musical  legacy,  Folk  City  also  played  a 

significant role in social change. It served as a platform 
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for activists and change-makers, who used music as a 

tool to raise awareness about social injustices and rally 

people to action. Folk City's stage became a powerful 

voice for  civil  rights,  peace,  and equality,  leaving an 

indelible mark on American history.

This  book  tells  the  story  of  Folk  City  through  the 

memories of those who were there. Through interviews 

with musicians,  songwriters,  and audience members, 

we  will  transport  ourselves  back  to  the  Greenwich 

Village of the 1960s and experience the magic of Folk 

City firsthand. We will explore the social and cultural 

forces that shaped this iconic venue, and we will trace 

its enduring legacy in the world of music and beyond.

With vivid storytelling and a wealth of  never-before-

seen  photographs,  this  book  is  a  celebration  of  Folk 

City's enduring legacy. It is a must-read for fans of folk 

music, American history, and anyone who appreciates 

the power of music to change the world.

In these pages, you will:
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 Discover the stories behind some of Folk City's 

most iconic performances

 Learn about the social and political movements 

that Folk City supported

 Get an insider's  look at  the creative process of 

some of the greatest folk musicians of all time

 Explore the lasting impact that Folk City has had 

on American culture

Whether  you're  a  lifelong  fan  of  folk  music  or  just 

discovering it for the first time, this book will take you 

on  a  journey  to  the  heart  of  a  musical  and  cultural 

revolution.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of a Village Icon

The Unique Charm of Greenwich Village

Greenwich Village, a neighborhood in the heart of New 

York City, has long held a reputation as a vibrant hub 

of  creativity  and culture.  Throughout  its  history,  the 

Village  has  attracted  artists,  writers,  musicians,  and 

free-thinkers  from  all  walks  of  life,  drawn  to  its 

bohemian atmosphere and sense of community.

In  the  early  1960s,  Greenwich  Village  was  at  the 

forefront  of  a  burgeoning  folk  music  revival.  The 

Village's coffeehouses and bars became fertile ground 

for  folk  musicians  to  share  their  songs  and  connect 

with audiences.  Among these venues,  Folk City stood 

out as a beacon of folk music, a place where legends 

were made and musical history was written.

Folk City's unique charm lay in its intimate setting and 

welcoming atmosphere. Nestled on MacDougal Street, 

the club was a cozy, dimly lit space with a small stage 

7



and  wooden  benches  for  seating.  The  walls  were 

adorned with folk art and posters, creating a warm and 

inviting ambiance.

The  Village's  reputation  as  a  haven  for  artists  and 

intellectuals also contributed to Folk City's allure. The 

club  became  a  gathering  place  for  musicians,  poets, 

and other creative minds, who would often drop by to 

listen  to  music,  share  ideas,  and collaborate  on new 

projects.  This  exchange  of  ideas  and creative  energy 

fostered a sense of community and camaraderie among 

the regulars, making Folk City more than just a music 

venue; it  was a cultural hub where anything seemed 

possible.

Greenwich  Village's  rich  history,  its  vibrant  artistic 

community,  and  its  reputation  as  a  place  where 

anything could happen combined to  create  a  unique 

and magical  atmosphere that  made Folk  City  a  truly 

special place. It was a place where folk music thrived, 
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where new talent was discovered, and where lifelong 

friendships were formed.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of a Village Icon

Folk City's Humble Beginnings

In the heart of Greenwich Village, amidst the vibrant 

tapestry of art, culture, and bohemian spirit, a humble 

folk music club was born. Its name: Folk City. Little did 

its founders know that this unassuming venue would 

become  a  legendary  hub  for  folk  music,  nurturing 

some of the most iconic artists of our time and leaving 

an indelible mark on American music history.

Folk City's story began in 1960, when two enterprising 

individuals, Mike Porco and Izzy Young, envisioned a 

space where folk musicians could gather,  share their 

songs,  and  connect  with  an  appreciative  audience. 

With limited resources and a shoestring budget,  they 

transformed a former coffee shop into a cozy, intimate 

venue with a simple stage and rows of wooden chairs.

The early days of Folk City were marked by a sense of 

camaraderie  and  shared  passion.  Aspiring  musicians 

10



from all walks of life flocked to the club, eager to share 

their original songs and connect with fellow artists. The 

atmosphere was electric, filled with the raw energy of 

creativity  and  the  anticipation  of  discovering  new 

talent.

Despite its humble beginnings, Folk City quickly gained 

a reputation as a place where authenticity and talent 

reigned  supreme.  Word-of-mouth  spread  among 

musicians and music lovers alike, drawing an eclectic 

crowd that filled the club night after night. Soon, Folk 

City  became  a  must-visit  destination  for  anyone 

seeking an authentic folk music experience.

As Folk City's reputation grew, so did its impact on the 

Greenwich Village music scene. The club became a hub 

for folk music enthusiasts, a place where people could 

gather  to  listen  to  great  music,  engage  in  lively 

discussions,  and feel  a  sense of  community.  It  was a 

place  where  folk  music  thrived,  where  artists  could 
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freely express themselves and where audiences could 

experience the transformative power of live music.

Folk City's humble beginnings laid the foundation for 

its  remarkable  journey,  transforming  it  from  an 

unassuming  coffee  shop  into  a  legendary  folk  music 

venue. Its early days were characterized by a spirit of 

camaraderie,  authenticity,  and  a  shared  passion  for 

music.  As Folk City continued to grow and evolve,  it 

would  become a  beacon of  hope and inspiration for 

generations of musicians and music lovers alike.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of a Village Icon

The Visionary Founders: Mike Porco and Izzy 

Young

In the heart of Greenwich Village, a folk music mecca 

was  born,  thanks  to  the  vision  and  unwavering 

dedication  of  two  extraordinary  individuals:  Mike 

Porco and Izzy Young. These pioneers recognized the 

power  of  music  to  bring  people  together,  to  inspire 

change, and to create a sense of community. With their 

shared  passion,  they  embarked  on  a  journey  that 

would  forever  transform  the  landscape  of  American 

folk music.

Mike  Porco,  a  charismatic  entrepreneur  with  a  keen 

eye for talent, had a dream of creating a space where 

folk  musicians  could  gather,  share  their  songs,  and 

connect with an appreciative audience. Izzy Young, a 

talented musician and music lover, shared this dream 

and brought his expertise and connections to the table. 
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Together,  they  found a  home for  their  vision  at  130 

West  3rd  Street,  a  small,  unassuming storefront  that 

would soon become a legendary music venue.

With limited resources and unwavering determination, 

Mike and Izzy transformed the humble storefront into 

Folk  City.  The  stage  was  small,  the  seating  was 

cramped,  but  the  atmosphere  was  electric.  From the 

moment it opened its doors in 1960, Folk City became a 

magnet  for  folk  musicians  from  all  walks  of  life. 

Aspiring  singers,  seasoned  performers,  and  musical 

legends alike flocked to the Village to share their music 

and be part of something special.

Mike  Porco's  keen  eye  for  talent  and  Izzy  Young's 

musical  expertise  played a  crucial  role  in  Folk  City's 

meteoric rise. They had an uncanny ability to identify 

emerging  artists  with  extraordinary  talent  and  a 

unique voice. Bob Dylan, Joan Baez, Pete Seeger, and 

countless others found a home at Folk City, where they 
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could hone their craft, connect with their audience, and 

launch their careers.

Beyond their role as talent scouts, Mike and Izzy were 

also  passionate  advocates  for  social  justice.  They 

believed  that  music  could  be  a  powerful  force  for 

change, and they used Folk City as a platform to raise 

awareness about important social issues. They hosted 

benefit  concerts,  invited  activists  to  speak,  and 

encouraged their artists to use their music to address 

the challenges of the day.

Mike Porco and Izzy Young were more than just  the 

founders of Folk City; they were the heart and soul of 

the Greenwich Village folk music scene. Their vision, 

dedication,  and  unwavering  belief  in  the  power  of 

music  created  a  space  where  artists  could  thrive, 

communities could come together, and history could be 

made. Their legacy continues to inspire musicians and 

music lovers to this day, serving as a reminder of the 

transformative power of music.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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