
The Thunderbird Bolt: From Seversky to 

Legend

Introduction

The Republic  P-47  Thunderbolt  was  one  of  the  most 

significant aircraft of World War II, playing a vital role 

in the Allied victory.  Known for its speed, firepower, 

and  ruggedness,  the  Thunderbolt  was  a  formidable 

opponent  for  enemy aircraft  and a reliable  asset  for 

American pilots.

This book delves into the fascinating history of the P-47 

Thunderbolt,  from  its  initial  development  to  its 

deployment in various theaters of war. We will explore 

the  design  and  engineering  behind  this  remarkable 

aircraft, examining its unique features and innovations 

that set it apart from its contemporaries.
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Furthermore, we will pay tribute to the brave men who 

flew the Thunderbolt, recounting their heroic exploits 

and sacrifices. We will learn about the challenges they 

faced in the air, the camaraderie they shared, and the 

impact they had on the course of the war.

In  addition,  we  will  delve  into  the  Thunderbolt's 

combat  record,  analyzing  its  performance  in  key 

battles and campaigns. We will examine its strengths 

and  weaknesses,  its  successes  and  failures,  and  its 

overall contribution to the Allied victory.

Furthermore, we will explore the Thunderbolt's legacy 

in  aviation  history.  We  will  discuss  its  influence  on 

future aircraft design, its role in the Cold War, and its 

enduring  popularity  among  aviation  enthusiasts.  We 

will  also examine the efforts to preserve and restore 

Thunderbolts  today,  ensuring that this  iconic aircraft 

continues to inspire and captivate future generations.
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Book Description

The Republic P-47 Thunderbolt is widely recognized as 

one  of  the  most  pivotal  aircraft  of  World  War  II, 

playing a pivotal role in the Allied triumph. Renowned 

for  its  exceptional  speed,  potent  firepower,  and 

remarkable resilience, the Thunderbolt instilled fear in 

enemy pilots  and  provided  American  airmen with  a 

dependable advantage in the skies.

In  this  comprehensive  exploration  of  the  P-47 

Thunderbolt,  we  delve  into  its  captivating  history, 

tracing  its  evolution  from  the  drawing  board  to  its 

deployment  in  various  theaters  of  war.  We 

meticulously  examine  the  aircraft's  design  and 

engineering,  highlighting  its  groundbreaking features 

and innovations that propelled it to prominence.

Furthermore, we pay homage to the courageous men 

who  entrusted  their  lives  to  the  Thunderbolt, 

recounting their valiant exploits and the sacrifices they 
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made. We delve into the intricacies of  their training, 

the  challenges  they  encountered  during  combat 

missions, and the camaraderie they forged in the face 

of adversity.

Additionally,  we  meticulously  document  the 

Thunderbolt's  combat  record,  analyzing  its 

performance  in  pivotal  battles  and  campaigns.  We 

assess  its  strengths  and  acknowledge  its  limitations, 

examining how it contributed to the Allied victory.

Beyond  its  wartime  service,  we  explore  the 

Thunderbolt's  lasting  legacy  in  aviation  history.  We 

trace its  influence on subsequent aircraft  designs,  its 

significance during the Cold War era, and its enduring 

appeal among aviation enthusiasts worldwide. We also 

shed light on the efforts to preserve and restore these 

magnificent  machines,  ensuring  that  future 

generations can appreciate their historical significance.

With meticulous research and captivating storytelling, 

this  book  offers  a  comprehensive  tribute  to  the 
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Republic  P-47  Thunderbolt,  a  legendary  aircraft  that 

soared through the skies and left an indelible mark on 

the annals of aviation history.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of a Legend

The Seversky P-35: A Revolutionary Design

At the dawn of World War II, the skies were dominated 

by biplanes, aircraft with two wings stacked one above 

the other. However, a new generation of aircraft was 

emerging,  monoplanes  with  a  single  wing.  These 

aircraft  were  faster,  more  maneuverable,  and  could 

carry more armament than their biplane predecessors.

One  of  the  pioneers  of  monoplane  design  was 

Alexander Seversky, a Russian-American engineer and 

aviation  enthusiast.  In  the  early  1930s,  Seversky 

founded the Seversky Aircraft Company, which quickly 

gained a reputation for producing innovative and high-

performance aircraft.

In 1935, Seversky unveiled his latest creation, the P-35. 

The P-35 was a sleek and streamlined monoplane with 

a  powerful  radial  engine  and  a  retractable  landing 

gear. It was also the first American fighter aircraft to 
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feature an enclosed cockpit,  providing the pilot  with 

better visibility and protection.

The P-35 was an immediate success. It was faster and 

more maneuverable than any other fighter in the US 

Army Air Corps inventory. It was also heavily armed, 

with four machine guns and two cannons.

The P-35 quickly became a favorite among American 

pilots.  They praised its  speed,  firepower,  and ease of 

handling.  The  P-35  was  also  a  popular  aircraft  with 

foreign air forces. It was exported to several countries, 

including France, Great Britain, and China.

The P-35 saw extensive combat during World War II. It 

was  flown  by  American  pilots  in  the  Pacific  and 

European theaters of  war.  The P-35 also served with 

distinction in the air forces of several Allied nations.

The P-35 was eventually replaced by more advanced 

aircraft,  such  as  the  P-47  Thunderbolt  and  the  P-51 

Mustang. However, the P-35 played a vital role in the 
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Allied victory in World War II. It was a revolutionary 

aircraft  that  helped  to  usher  in  a  new  era  of  aerial 

warfare.

8



Chapter 1: The Birth of a Legend

The Army Air Corps Takes Notice

In the mid-1930s, the United States Army Air Corps was 

looking for a new fighter aircraft to replace its aging 

fleet  of  biplanes.  The  Air  Corps  issued a  request  for 

proposals,  and  several  aircraft  manufacturers 

submitted  designs.  Among  them  was  the  Republic 

Aviation Corporation, which had recently been formed 

by a group of engineers led by Alexander Kartveli.

Kartveli  had  a  reputation  for  designing  innovative 

aircraft, and his proposal for the new fighter, the P-47 

Thunderbolt, was no exception. The Thunderbolt was a 

radical  design,  featuring  a  powerful  engine,  a  sleek 

fuselage,  and  a  unique  wing  design  that  gave  it 

excellent maneuverability.

The Air Corps was impressed with the Thunderbolt's 

design, and in 1938, they awarded Republic Aviation a 

contract  to  build 13 prototypes.  The prototypes were 

9



extensively tested, and in 1941, the Air Corps placed an 

order for 100 production aircraft.

The Thunderbolt entered service with the Air Corps in 

1942, and it quickly proved to be a formidable weapon. 

The Thunderbolt was faster, more powerful, and better 

armed than any other fighter in the US arsenal. It was 

also  extremely  rugged  and  could  withstand  a  lot  of 

damage.

The  Thunderbolt  quickly  became  a  favorite  among 

American pilots, and it was used in every major theater 

of  operations during World War II.  The Thunderbolt 

was particularly effective in the air-to-ground role, and 

it  was  used  to  great  effect  against  German  ground 

targets.

The Thunderbolt also played a key role in the escort of 

Allied  bombers  over  Europe.  The  Thunderbolt's  long 

range and powerful armament made it an ideal escort 

fighter,  and it  helped to protect Allied bombers from 

enemy fighters.
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The Thunderbolt was one of the most successful fighter 

aircraft of World War II, and it played a vital role in the 

Allied  victory.  The  Thunderbolt  was  also  one  of  the 

most popular aircraft among American pilots, and it is 

still remembered today as one of the greatest fighters 

ever built.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Chapter 10: The Thunderbolt's Future

The Thunderbolt's Place in History

The Republic P-47 Thunderbolt occupies a unique place 

in aviation history as a symbol of American innovation, 

engineering  prowess,  and  military  might.  Its 

combination of speed, firepower, and ruggedness made 

it  a  formidable  weapon  in  World  War  II,  playing  a 

pivotal role in the Allied victory.

The  Thunderbolt's  legacy  extends  far  beyond  its 

wartime  service.  It  remains  an  enduring  symbol  of 

American  aviation  heritage,  inspiring  future 

generations  of  engineers,  pilots,  and  aviation 

enthusiasts. Its iconic silhouette and distinctive sound 

continue  to  captivate  audiences  at  air  shows  and 

museums worldwide.

The Thunderbolt's place in history is secure as one of 

the  most  significant  aircraft  of  the  20th  century.  Its 

contributions  to  air  combat,  technological 
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advancement, and cultural heritage ensure that it will 

continue  to  be  remembered  and  celebrated  for 

generations to come.

The Thunderbolt's Impact on Aviation

The Thunderbolt's impact on aviation was profound. Its 

advanced design and innovative features  pushed the 

boundaries  of  aircraft  engineering  and  set  new 

standards  for  fighter  aircraft.  The  Thunderbolt's 

success paved the way for the development of future 

jet  fighters,  including  the  F-86  Sabre  and  the  F-100 

Super Sabre.

The Thunderbolt's Cultural Legacy

The Thunderbolt's cultural legacy is equally significant. 

Its wartime exploits and iconic status have made it a 

popular subject in film, television, and literature. The 

Thunderbolt  has  been  featured  in  numerous  movies 

and  documentaries,  including  "Twelve  O'Clock  High" 
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and  "The  Tuskegee  Airmen."  It  has  also  been  the 

subject of books, articles, and even a video game.

The Thunderbolt's Enduring Popularity

The Thunderbolt's enduring popularity is a testament 

to its timeless appeal. Its sleek lines, powerful engine, 

and  impressive  armament  continue  to  capture  the 

imagination of  aviation enthusiasts  worldwide.  Many 

Thunderbolts have been restored and are now flown at 

air  shows  and  events,  allowing  new  generations  to 

experience the thrill of seeing this legendary aircraft in 

action.

In conclusion, the Republic P-47 Thunderbolt stands as 

a  symbol  of  American  ingenuity,  innovation,  and 

military  prowess.  Its  legacy  extends  far  beyond  its 

wartime  service,  encompassing  technological 

advancement,  cultural  heritage,  and  enduring 

popularity. The Thunderbolt's place in history is secure 

as  one  of  the  most  significant  aircraft  of  the  20th 

century.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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