
The Symphony of Creation: The Life and 

Music of Franz Joseph Haydn

Introduction

Franz  Joseph  Haydn,  born  in  the  humble  town  of 

Rohrau,  Austria,  in  1732,  embarked  on  a  musical 

journey  that  would  forever  transform  the  world  of 

classical music.  From his early days as a choirboy in 

the St. Stephen's Cathedral in Vienna to his illustrious 

career  as  Kapellmeister  to  the  wealthy  Esterházy 

family, Haydn's life was a testament to his unwavering 

dedication to his craft.

As  a  young  boy,  Haydn's  exceptional  musical  talent 

shone  brightly.  His  father,  a  wheelwright  by  trade, 

recognized  his  son's  extraordinary  abilities  and 

encouraged  him  to  pursue  a  musical  education. 

Haydn's  early  studies  took  him  to  the  renowned  St. 
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Stephen's Cathedral, where he immersed himself in the 

intricacies of music theory and composition. Under the 

tutelage of talented musicians, he honed his skills as a 

performer and composer, laying the foundation for his 

future greatness.

Haydn's  reputation  as  a  gifted  composer  began  to 

spread beyond the walls of St. Stephen's Cathedral. In 

1761,  he  secured  the  prestigious  position  of 

Kapellmeister to Count Nikolaus Esterházy, a wealthy 

and influential nobleman. This appointment marked a 

turning point  in  Haydn's  career,  providing  him with 

the patronage and resources he needed to fully unleash 

his creative potential.

For over three decades, Haydn served as the musical 

director  of  the  Esterházy  court,  overseeing  a  large 

ensemble of musicians and composing a vast repertoire 

of  works.  During this  time,  he produced some of  his 

most  celebrated  compositions,  including  symphonies, 

string quartets,  operas,  and oratorios.  Haydn's  music 
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was characterized by its  innovative use of  form and 

structure,  its  melodic  beauty,  and  its  infectious 

rhythms.  He  pushed  the  boundaries  of  musical 

expression, expanding the possibilities of what music 

could convey.

Haydn's influence on the world of music was profound. 

He  is  widely  regarded  as  one  of  the  fathers  of  the 

symphony and the string quartet. His works served as 

models for countless composers who came after him, 

including  Mozart  and  Beethoven.  Haydn's  music 

continues to be performed and enjoyed by audiences 

around the world, a testament to his enduring legacy as 

a musical genius.
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Book Description

Immerse  yourself  in  the  enchanting  world  of  Franz 

Joseph  Haydn,  a  musical  genius  whose  compositions 

continue  to  captivate  audiences  centuries  after  their 

creation.  "The  Symphony  of  Creation:  The  Life  and 

Music of Franz Joseph Haydn" takes you on a journey 

through  the  life  and  works  of  this  extraordinary 

composer, from his humble beginnings as a choirboy in 

Rohrau,  Austria,  to  his  rise  as  one  of  the  most 

celebrated musicians of his time.

Discover the story of Haydn's early musical education, 

his struggles and triumphs as a young composer, and 

his  eventual  appointment  as  Kapellmeister  to  the 

wealthy  Esterházy  family.  Delve  into  the  creative 

process behind his most famous works, including the 

groundbreaking  symphonies  and  string  quartets  that 

revolutionized the classical music world.
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Explore  the  musical  innovations  that  Haydn 

introduced,  such  as  his  use  of  sonata  form  and  his 

expansion  of  the  orchestra.  Learn  about  his 

relationships  with  other  great  composers  of  his  era, 

including Mozart and Beethoven, and his influence on 

the development of Western classical music.

With  its  rich  storytelling  and  in-depth  analysis  of 

Haydn's  music,  "The  Symphony of  Creation"  offers  a 

comprehensive and engaging exploration of one of the 

most  important  figures  in  music  history.  Whether 

you're a seasoned music lover or new to the world of 

classical  music,  this  book  will  provide  you  with  a 

deeper  appreciation  for  Haydn's  genius  and  the 

enduring legacy of his compositions.
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Chapter 1: A Musical Prodigy

Haydn's early life and family background

Franz Joseph Haydn was born on March 31, 1732, in 

the small village of Rohrau, Austria. His father, Mathias 

Haydn,  was  a  wheelwright,  and  his  mother,  Maria 

Koller Haydn, was a cook. Haydn was the second of six 

children, and he grew up in a musical household. His 

father played the harp and the violin, and his mother 

sang. Haydn's early musical education began at home, 

where  he  learned  to  play  the  violin  and  the 

harpsichord. At the age of six, he was sent to school in 

Hainburg,  where  he  studied  music  with  the  local 

schoolmaster.

Haydn's  talent  for  music  was  evident  from  an  early 

age. He had a natural ability to sing and play various 

instruments,  and  he  quickly  mastered  the  basics  of 

music  theory.  His  parents  recognized  his  talent  and 

encouraged him to pursue a musical career. In 1740, at 
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the age of  eight,  Haydn was sent  to  Vienna to  study 

music with the choirmaster of St. Stephen's Cathedral, 

Georg Reutter.

Haydn  spent  the  next  nine  years  at  St.  Stephen's 

Cathedral,  where  he  received  a  thorough  musical 

education. He studied singing, composition, and music 

theory, and he also learned to play several instruments, 

including the violin, the viola, the cello, and the double 

bass. Haydn also had the opportunity to perform in the 

cathedral choir, which gave him valuable experience in 

singing and ensemble playing.

In 1749, Haydn left St. Stephen's Cathedral and began 

his  career  as  a  freelance  musician.  He  played  in 

various orchestras and ensembles, and he also taught 

music  to  private  students.  During  this  time,  Haydn 

composed  his  first  works,  including  a  number  of 

symphonies, string quartets, and operas.

Haydn's  early  life  and  family  background  played  a 

significant  role  in  shaping  his  musical  career.  His 
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parents'  encouragement  and  support  gave  him  the 

confidence  to  pursue  his  musical  ambitions,  and  his 

education at St. Stephen's Cathedral provided him with 

the  skills  and  knowledge  he  needed  to  succeed  as  a 

composer.
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Chapter 1: A Musical Prodigy

His first musical experiences as a choirboy

From an early age, Franz Joseph Haydn displayed an 

extraordinary aptitude for music.  His father,  Mathias 

Haydn, was a wheelwright by trade, but he also had a 

passion for music and recognized his son's talent. He 

encouraged  young  Franz  to  pursue  his  musical 

education, and at the age of six, Franz began singing in 

the  choir  of  the  local  church in  Rohrau,  Austria,  his 

birthplace.

Haydn's  voice  was  clear  and  sweet,  and  he  quickly 

became a favorite of the choirmaster, Johann Matthias 

Franck. Franck recognized Haydn's potential and gave 

him extra attention, teaching him the basics of music 

theory  and  composition.  Haydn  eagerly  absorbed 

everything  Franck  taught  him,  and  he  soon  began 

composing his own simple pieces.
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At the age of eight, Haydn was accepted into the choir 

of St.  Stephen's Cathedral in Vienna, one of the most 

prestigious  choirs  in  Europe.  This  was  a  major 

opportunity for Haydn, and he threw himself into his 

studies. He sang in the choir for six years, during which 

time  he  received  a  thorough  musical  education.  He 

studied singing, music theory, and composition, and he 

also learned to play several instruments, including the 

violin, viola, and harpsichord.

Haydn's experiences as a choirboy were formative in 

his musical development. He learned the importance of 

discipline and teamwork, and he developed a deep love 

for  choral  music.  He  also  had  the  opportunity  to 

perform  some  of  the  greatest  music  of  the  time, 

including  works  by  Mozart  and  Handel.  These 

experiences  laid  the  foundation  for  Haydn's  future 

success as a composer.

The Choir of St. Stephen's Cathedral
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The  choir  of  St.  Stephen's  Cathedral  was  one  of  the 

most prestigious in Europe, and it played an important 

role  in  Haydn's  musical  education.  The  choir  was 

founded  in  the  13th  century,  and  it  has  a  long  and 

distinguished history. The choir sings at all the major 

religious services in the cathedral, and it also performs 

concerts and recordings.

The choir is made up of boys and young men, who are 

selected  for  their  vocal  abilities.  The  boys  typically 

enter the choir at  the age of  eight  or nine,  and they 

remain until their voices change. The young men then 

move on to other choirs or pursue careers in music.

The choir of St. Stephen's Cathedral has a long tradition 

of  excellence,  and  it  has  produced  many  famous 

musicians, including Haydn, Michael Haydn, and Anton 

Bruckner.  The  choir  continues  to  perform  at  a  high 

level today, and it  is  one of the most popular tourist 

attractions in Vienna.

Haydn's Compositions as a Choirboy
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While Haydn was a choirboy, he began composing his 

own music. His early compositions were simple pieces, 

such  as  hymns  and  motets.  However,  they  showed 

great promise, and they quickly caught the attention of 

his teachers and fellow musicians.

One of Haydn's most famous early compositions is the 

Missa brevis in F major, which he wrote when he was 

just 12 years old. This mass is a beautiful and complex 

work that shows Haydn's mastery of counterpoint and 

harmony. It was performed at St. Stephen's Cathedral 

and was a great success.

Haydn's  early  compositions  as  a  choirboy  are  a 

testament to his natural talent and his dedication to his 

craft. They also provide a glimpse into the development 

of one of the greatest composers of all time.
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Chapter 1: A Musical Prodigy

His studies with various music teachers

Franz Joseph Haydn's musical  education began at  an 

early  age.  His  father,  Matthias  Haydn,  was  a 

wheelwright  by  trade,  but  he  recognized  his  son's 

exceptional  musical  talent  and  encouraged  him  to 

pursue a  musical  career.  Haydn's  first  music  teacher 

was  Johann  Matthias  Franck,  the  choirmaster  at  the 

local church in Rohrau. Franck taught Haydn the basics 

of  music  theory  and composition,  as  well  as  how to 

play the violin and harpsichord.

At  the  age  of  eight,  Haydn  was  sent  to  Hainburg  to 

study with Johann Michael Spangler, the choirmaster at 

the local church. Spangler was a more experienced and 

accomplished  musician  than  Franck,  and  he  taught 

Haydn a great deal about music theory,  composition, 

and performance.  Haydn also began to learn to play 

the organ during his time in Hainburg.
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In  1740,  Haydn  was  accepted  into  the  choir  of  St. 

Stephen's Cathedral in Vienna. This was a prestigious 

position,  and it  gave Haydn the opportunity to study 

with  some of  the  best  musicians  in  Vienna.  Haydn's 

teachers  at  St.  Stephen's  included  Georg  Reutter  the 

Younger,  the  cathedral's  Kapellmeister,  and  Johann 

Joseph Fux, the court composer. Haydn studied a wide 

range  of  musical  subjects  at  St.  Stephen's,  including 

counterpoint,  harmony,  and  composition.  He  also 

received instruction in singing, violin, and organ.

Haydn's studies with various music teachers gave him 

a solid foundation in music theory and composition. He 

also learned to play a variety of instruments, and he 

gained  experience  in  both  vocal  and  instrumental 

performance.  This  early  training  would  prove  to  be 

invaluable to Haydn in his later career as a composer 

and conductor.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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