
The Death Keeper

Introduction

The haunting legacy of the cursed wide receivers has 

cast a dark shadow over the New England Phantoms, 

the  newly  minted  NFL  team  in  Boston.  As  the  team 

prepares  for  its  inaugural  season,  tragedy  strikes, 

leaving the franchise reeling from the untimely death 

of  a  rising  star.  The  mysterious  circumstances 

surrounding  his  demise  ignite  a  fire  within  Harry 

Krisman,  a  seasoned  detective  with  a  troubled  past, 

and  his  enigmatic  partner,  Kell  Thorne,  a  defrocked 

judge with a razor-sharp intellect.

Together, they embark on a perilous investigation that 

leads them deep into the sinister underbelly of the NFL, 

where they encounter a web of secrets, lies, and hidden 

agendas. The sudden and unexplained deaths of wide 

receivers,  both  young  and  old,  have  become  all  too 
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common,  raising suspicions  of  foul  play.  As  Krisman 

and Thorne dig deeper, they uncover a chilling pattern 

of misfortune that has plagued the Phantoms' receiving 

corps for years.

The  investigation  takes  them  on  a  twisted  journey 

through the dark web, where anonymous threats and 

cyberbullying  tactics  have  become  weapons  of 

psychological  warfare.  They  must  navigate  the 

treacherous  landscape  of  online  harassment, 

deciphering cryptic  messages  and tracking  down the 

source of the terror that has gripped the team.

As  the  body  count  rises,  Krisman  and  Thorne  race 

against time to unmask the killer before more lives are 

lost.  Their  pursuit  leads  them to  a  hidden agenda,  a 

complex conspiracy that reaches the highest echelons 

of the organization. Amidst the chaos and despair, they 

must  confront  their  own  demons  and  overcome 

unimaginable  obstacles  to  bring  the  perpetrators  to 

justice.
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In the face of unspeakable evil,  Krisman and Thorne 

become symbols of resilience and determination. Their 

unwavering pursuit of the truth serves as a beacon of 

hope  for  the  team and the  shattered  community.  As 

they  delve  into  the  depths  of  the  darkness,  they 

discover the strength of the human spirit, the power of 

redemption, and the eternal battle between good and 

evil.
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Book Description

In  the  heart  of  Boston,  where  the  New  England 

Phantoms  prepare  for  their  inaugural  NFL  season, 

tragedy strikes, leaving the franchise reeling from the 

untimely death of a rising star. As the team grapples 

with grief and uncertainty, Harry Krisman, a seasoned 

detective  haunted  by  his  past,  and  Kell  Thorne,  a 

brilliant but defrocked judge, join forces to investigate 

the mysterious circumstances surrounding the player's 

demise.

Their  investigation  leads  them  deep  into  the  dark 

underbelly of the NFL, where they uncover a web of 

secrets,  lies,  and  hidden  agendas.  The  sudden  and 

unexplained deaths of wide receivers, both young and 

old, have become all too common, raising suspicions of 

foul  play.  As  Krisman  and  Thorne  dig  deeper,  they 

uncover  a  chilling  pattern  of  misfortune  that  has 

plagued the Phantoms' receiving corps for years.
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Their  pursuit  of  the  truth  leads  them  on  a  twisted 

journey  through  the  dark  web,  where  anonymous 

threats  and  cyberbullying  tactics  have  become 

weapons of psychological warfare. They must navigate 

the  treacherous  landscape  of  online  harassment, 

deciphering cryptic  messages  and tracking  down the 

source of the terror that has gripped the team.

Amidst  the  chaos  and  despair,  Krisman  and  Thorne 

become symbols of resilience and determination. Their 

unwavering  pursuit  of  justice  serves  as  a  beacon  of 

hope  for  the  team and the  shattered  community.  As 

they  delve  into  the  depths  of  the  darkness,  they 

discover the strength of the human spirit, the power of 

redemption, and the eternal battle between good and 

evil.

In  The  Death  Keeper,  Pasquale  De  Marco  weaves  a 

gripping tale of intrigue, suspense, and the indomitable 

will  to  overcome  adversity.  This  thought-provoking 

5



exploration of the human condition will keep readers 

on the edge of their seats from beginning to end.
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Chapter 1: The Phantom's Curse

The  haunting  legacy  of  the  cursed  wide 

receivers

The New England Phantoms, a newly minted NFL team 

in Boston, have been plagued by a haunting legacy of 

misfortune surrounding their wide receivers. Since the 

team's inception, a string of untimely and unexplained 

deaths has cast a dark shadow over the organization, 

leaving fans and players alike in a state of shock and 

disbelief.

The most recent tragedy struck during training camp, 

when rising star wide receiver Darius Hayes collapsed 

on  the  field  during  a  routine  practice.  Despite 

immediate medical attention, he was pronounced dead 

at the hospital, sending shockwaves through the team 

and  the  NFL  community.  Hayes'  death  was  just  the 

latest in a series of similar incidents that have haunted 

the Phantoms' wide receiver corps in recent years.
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In 2019, promising rookie wide receiver Marcus Allen 

was killed in a car accident just weeks before the start 

of the regular season. The following year, veteran wide 

receiver Ethan James was found dead in his apartment 

from an apparent drug overdose. These tragedies have 

left an indelible mark on the team, creating a sense of 

unease and fear among the players.

Some have  begun to  whisper  that  the  Phantoms are 

cursed, that there is some unknown force at work that 

is  targeting the team's wide receivers.  Others believe 

that  there  is  a  more  sinister  explanation,  that  the 

deaths are not random accidents but rather the result 

of foul play.

As the investigation into Hayes' death deepens, Harry 

Krisman and Kell Thorne, a seasoned detective and a 

defrocked judge, are brought in to uncover the truth. 

They  must  navigate  a  web  of  secrets  and  lies, 

deciphering  cryptic  messages  and  tracking  down 

elusive leads in their relentless pursuit of justice.
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Chapter 1: The Phantom's Curse

The mysterious death of a rising star

The New England Phantoms had high hopes for their 

rookie wide receiver, Darius Hayes. The young phenom 

from the University of Florida had impressed everyone 

with his blazing speed and sure hands. But just days 

before the start of the regular season, Hayes was found 

dead in his apartment, an apparent suicide.

The news sent shockwaves through the team and the 

NFL community. Hayes was a rising star, with a bright 

future  ahead  of  him.  His  sudden  and  unexplained 

death left everyone reeling.

Detective Harry Krisman and his partner, Kell Thorne, 

were called in to investigate Hayes' death. They quickly 

determined that there was more to the case than met 

the  eye.  Hayes  had  no  history  of  mental  illness  or 

substance abuse. And there were no signs of a struggle 

in his apartment.
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Krisman  and  Thorne  began  to  dig  deeper,  and  they 

soon  uncovered  a  disturbing  pattern.  In  the  years 

leading  up  to  Hayes'  death,  several  other  wide 

receivers who had been drafted by the Phantoms had 

died under mysterious circumstances.

One player had been killed in a car accident. Another 

had drowned in a swimming pool. And a third had died 

of a drug overdose.

The deaths were all ruled accidental, but Krisman and 

Thorne  couldn't  shake  the  feeling  that  there  was 

something  more  sinister  going  on.  They  began  to 

suspect that the Phantoms were cursed.

As  they  continued  their  investigation,  Krisman  and 

Thorne  faced  threats  and  intimidation.  They  were 

warned to drop the case, but they refused to be bullied.

They  were  determined  to  find  out  the  truth  about 

Darius  Hayes'  death,  and  to  break  the  curse  that 

seemed to be haunting the New England Phantoms.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Chapter 10: The Eternal Battle

The fight for a better tomorrow

In the face of unspeakable evil and relentless darkness, 

the fight for a better tomorrow becomes a beacon of 

hope,  a  guiding  light  in  the  suffocating  depths  of 

despair. The pursuit of a brighter future, where justice 

prevails  and  innocence  is  protected,  fuels  the 

unwavering determination of those who dare to stand 

against the forces of evil.

The  fight  for  a  better  tomorrow  is  not  without  its 

challenges.  It  requires  resilience  in  the  face  of 

adversity,  courage  in  the  face  of  fear,  and  an 

unwavering belief in the power of hope. It demands the 

strength to pick ourselves up after every setback and 

the determination to keep moving forward, even when 

the path ahead seems shrouded in uncertainty.

Every  act  of  kindness,  every  voice  raised  against 

injustice,  and  every  step  taken  towards  progress 
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contributes to the fight for a better tomorrow. It is not a 

solitary  battle  but  a  collective  effort,  a  shared 

aspiration  that  unites  us  as  a  community  and  as  a 

society.

In this fight, we find solace and strength in the bonds 

we forge with others. By supporting and uplifting one 

another,  we  create  a  network  of  resilience  that 

amplifies  our  individual  efforts  and  empowers  us  to 

overcome seemingly insurmountable challenges.

The fight for a better tomorrow is a testament to the 

indomitable  spirit  of  humanity.  It  is  a  reminder that 

even in  the  darkest  of  times,  the  flame of  hope  can 

never truly be extinguished. It is a battle that we must 

never cease to wage, for the future of our children and 

for the generations to come.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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