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Introduction

The Grand Canyon is one of the most iconic and awe-

inspiring  places  on  Earth.  Its  sheer  size  and  beauty 

have  captivated  people  for  centuries.  But  beyond its 

natural wonders, the Grand Canyon also has a rich and 

fascinating history.

One of the most intriguing chapters in the history of the 

Grand  Canyon  is  the  story  of  James  White.  In  1867, 

White claimed to have made a daring journey through 

the  canyon,  two  years  before  John  Wesley  Powell's 

famous  expedition.  White's  story  was  met  with 

skepticism  at  the  time,  and  it  was  largely  forgotten 

until recently.
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In recent years, there has been a renewed interest in 

White's  story.  Historians  and adventurers  have  been 

trying to piece together what really happened during 

White's  journey.  Some believe that  White did indeed 

make it through the canyon, while others believe that 

his story was a hoax.

The truth about James White's journey may never be 

known. But his story is a reminder of the indomitable 

spirit  of exploration. It  is a story about the power of 

dreams,  the  challenges  of  the  unknown,  and  the 

enduring legacy of the Grand Canyon.

This book explores the story of  James White and his 

controversial  journey  through  the  Grand  Canyon.  It 

examines the evidence for and against White's claims, 

and  it  looks  at  the  impact  his  story  has  had  on  the 

exploration of the canyon. The book also explores the 

broader themes of exploration, truth, and the human 

spirit.

2



Whether or not you believe that James White made it 

through the Grand Canyon,  his  story is  a  fascinating 

one. It is a story that will stay with you long after you 

finish reading it.

The Grand Canyon is a place of mystery and wonder. It 

is a place where anything is possible. And it is a place 

where the human spirit can be tested to its limits. The 

story of James White is a testament to the power of the 

human spirit. It is a story that will inspire you to dream 

big and to never give up on your dreams.
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Book Description

Hidden Water -- A Search for Truth on the Colorado 

River is a fascinating exploration of the story of James 

White and his controversial journey through the Grand 

Canyon.  White  claimed  to  have  made  the  daring 

journey two years before John Wesley Powell's famous 

expedition, but his story was met with skepticism at the 

time and largely forgotten until recently.

In recent years, there has been a renewed interest in 

White's story, and historians and explorers have been 

trying to piece together what really happened during 

his journey. some believe that White did indeed make 

it  through  the  canyon,  while  others  believe  that  his 

story was a hoax.

The truth about James White's journey may never be 

known, but his story is a reminder of the indomitable 

spirit  of exploration. It  is a story about the power of 
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dreams,  the  challenges  of  the  unknown,  and  the 

enduring legacy of the Grand Canyon.

This  book  examines  the  evidence  for  and  against 

White's claims, and it looks at the impact his story has 

had on the exploration of the canyon. It explores the 

broader themes of exploration, truth, and the human 

spirit.

Whether or not you believe that James White made it 

through the Grand Canyon,  his  story is  a  fascinating 

one. It is a story that will stay with you long after you 

finish reading it.

Hidden Water -- A Search for Truth on the Colorado 

River is  a  must-read  for  anyone  interested  in  the 

history  of  the  Grand  Canyon,  exploration,  or  the 

human spirit. 
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Chapter 1: The Grand Debate

1. The competing claims of Powell and White

John Wesley Powell and James White were two of the 

most famous explorers of the Grand Canyon. Powell led 

the first  successful  expedition through the canyon in 

1869,  while  White  claimed  to  have  made  a  similar 

journey two years earlier.

Powell's  expedition  was  well-documented,  and  his 

account of the journey was published in a book called 

"The  Exploration  of  the  Colorado  River  and  Its 

Canyons."  White's  story,  on  the  other  hand,  was  not 

published until many years later.

There  are  a  number  of  key  differences  between 

Powell's and White's accounts of their journeys. Powell 

claimed  to  have  entered  the  canyon  from  the  east, 

while  White  claimed to  have entered from the west. 

Powell also claimed to have traveled through the entire 
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canyon,  while  White  claimed  to  have  only  traveled 

through part of it.

There  is  no  definitive  evidence  to  support  either 

Powell's  or  White's  claims.  However,  there  are  a 

number of reasons to believe that Powell's account is 

more accurate.

First, Powell's expedition was much better documented 

than  White's.  Powell  kept  a  detailed  journal  of  his 

journey,  and he also  took a  number of  photographs. 

White, on the other hand, did not keep a journal, and 

he did not take any photographs.

Second,  Powell's  account  is  more consistent  with the 

geological  evidence.  Powell's  description  of  the 

canyon's  walls  and  rapids  is  consistent  with  what 

geologists have observed. White's account, on the other 

hand, is not as consistent with the geological evidence.

Third,  Powell's  expedition  was  successful,  while 

White's expedition was not. Powell and his crew were 
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able  to  complete  their  journey  through  the  canyon, 

while White and his crew were forced to turn back.

For all of these reasons, it is more likely that Powell's 

account  of  his  journey through the Grand Canyon is 

accurate. However, White's story is still  an important 

part of the history of the canyon. It is a reminder that 

the Grand Canyon is a place of mystery and wonder, 

and that there is still much that we do not know about 

it.
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Chapter 1: The Grand Debate

2.  The  evidence  for  and  against  White's 

journey

There  is  no  definitive  evidence  to  prove  that  James 

White  made  his  claimed  journey  through  the  Grand 

Canyon in 1867.  However,  there is  also no definitive 

evidence to disprove his claim. The evidence that does 

exist is circumstantial and often contradictory.

One  of  the  strongest  pieces  of  evidence  in  favor  of 

White's claim is his own account of the journey. White 

wrote a detailed letter to the editor of the San Francisco 

Bulletin in  which he described his  adventures in the 

canyon.  In  the letter,  White  claimed that  he and his 

companion, Andy Baker, entered the canyon from the 

east and traveled through it for over two months. They 

encountered many challenges along the way, including 

rapids,  waterfalls,  and hostile  Native  Americans.  But 
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they  eventually  emerged  from  the  canyon  at  its 

western end.

White's  letter  was  published  in  the  San  Francisco 

Bulletin on January 11,  1868.  It  was widely read and 

generated  a  great  deal  of  excitement.  Many  people 

believed  that  White  had  made  a  major  discovery. 

However,  there  were  also  some  skeptics  who 

questioned White's story.

One of the main criticisms of White's story is that there 

is  no  independent  evidence  to  support  it.  Baker, 

White's supposed companion, disappeared shortly after 

the  journey  and  was  never  seen  again.  There  is  no 

other evidence to corroborate White's claims, such as 

physical evidence or eyewitness accounts.

Another  criticism  of  White's  story  is  that  it  is 

inconsistent with the known geography of the Grand 

Canyon.  White  claimed  that  he  and  Baker  traveled 

through the canyon for over two months. However, the 

canyon is only about 277 miles long. It is unlikely that 
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White  and  Baker  could  have  traveled  through  the 

entire canyon in such a short period of time.

Despite  these  criticisms,  there  are  some  people  who 

believe that White's story is true. They point to the fact 

that White was a respected member of the community 

and that  he  had no  reason to  lie  about  his  journey. 

They  also  believe  that  the  evidence  against  White's 

story is not conclusive.

The debate over whether or not James White made his 

claimed journey through the Grand Canyon is likely to 

continue for many years to come. There is no definitive 

evidence to prove or disprove his claim. However, the 

evidence that does exist is intriguing and suggests that 

White's journey may have been possible.
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Chapter 1: The Grand Debate

3. The motivations of Powell and White

John Wesley Powell  and James White were two very 

different  men,  but  they  shared  a  common  goal:  to 

explore the Grand Canyon. Powell was a scientist and 

explorer,  while  White  was  a  prospector  and 

adventurer.  Both  men  had  their  own  reasons  for 

wanting to conquer the canyon, and their motivations 

would  ultimately  shape  their  very  different 

experiences.

Powell was motivated by a desire to learn more about 

the Colorado River and the Grand Canyon. He wanted 

to map the river's course, study its geology, and learn 

about the plants and animals that lived there. Powell 

believed  that  the  Grand  Canyon  was  a  unique  and 

valuable  resource,  and  he  wanted  to  share  his 

knowledge of it with the world.
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White, on the other hand, was motivated by a desire 

for gold. He believed that the Grand Canyon was home 

to vast deposits of gold, and he was determined to find 

them.  White  was  not  interested  in  science  or 

exploration; he was only interested in making money.

The different motivations of Powell and White would 

lead them to very different experiences in the Grand 

Canyon.  Powell  would emerge from the canyon as  a 

hero, while White would be largely forgotten. But both 

men  would  leave  their  mark  on  the  history  of  the 

Grand  Canyon,  and  their  stories  would  continue  to 

inspire people for generations to come.

Powell's  expedition  was  a  success,  and  he  became a 

national  hero.  He  was  praised  for  his  courage,  his 

determination,  and  his  scientific  achievements. 

Powell's  expedition  helped  to  open  up  the  Grand 

Canyon to tourism and exploration, and it  inspired a 

new generation of scientists and explorers.
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White's  expedition was a failure,  and he was largely 

forgotten. He never found the gold he was looking for, 

and he never received the recognition that Powell did. 

But White's story is still an important one, because it 

reminds  us  that  not  all  expeditions  are  successful. 

Sometimes, the greatest adventures are the ones that 

don't succeed.

Powell and White were two very different men, with 

two very different motivations. But they both shared a 

common  goal:  to  explore  the  Grand  Canyon.  Their 

stories are a reminder that the Grand Canyon is a place 

of  mystery  and  wonder,  a  place  where  anything  is 

possible.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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