10 Simple Steps to Organizing Your

Genealogy Project

Introduction

Genealogy, the study of one's ancestry and family
history, is a fascinating and rewarding pursuit that can
uncover hidden stories, reveal forgotten connections,
and provide a deeper understanding of our place in the
world. In this comprehensive guide, we will embark on
a journey through the essential steps of organizing and
completing a genealogical project, empowering you to

trace your roots and preserve your family's legacy.

Whether you are a seasoned genealogist or just starting
to explore your family history, this book will provide
you with the tools and techniques you need to navigate
the complexities of genealogical research. We will

cover everything from defining your research goals



and setting a budget to gathering information,
documenting your findings, and writing a compelling

family history.

Along the way, you will learn how to create a file
system for your research, conduct effective interviews,
search online databases and archives, and properly cite
your sources. We will also delve into the different types
of family trees, the intricacies of Ahnentafel
numbering, and the use of genealogical software to

streamline your research.

With clear instructions, helpful tips, and real-world
examples, this book will guide you through every stage
of the genealogical process. Whether you are seeking to
uncover the stories of your ancestors or simply want to
preserve your family's heritage for future generations,
this book will be your trusted companion on this

enlightening journey.

So, gather your curiosity, prepare your research

materials, and let us embark on this exciting adventure
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into the past. Together, we will unlock the secrets of
your family history and create a legacy that will last for

generations to come.



Book Description

In this comprehensive guide to genealogical research,
you will discover a step-by-step approach to organizing
and completing your own genealogical project.
Whether you are a seasoned genealogist or just starting
to explore your family history, this book will provide
you with the tools and techniques you need to trace

your roots and preserve your family's legacy.

With clear instructions, helpful tips, and real-world
examples, this book covers everything from defining
your research goals and setting a budget to gathering
information, documenting your findings, and writing a
compelling family history. You will learn how to create
a file system for your research, conduct effective
interviews, search online databases and archives, and

properly cite your sources.

Delve into the different types of family trees, the

intricacies of Ahnentafel numbering, and the use of



genealogical software to streamline your research. This
book is your trusted companion on this enlightening
journey into the past, guiding you through every stage

of the genealogical process.

Uncover the stories of your ancestors, preserve your
family's heritage for future generations, and create a
legacy that will last. Embrace the excitement of
genealogical research and embark on an adventure
that will enrich your understanding of your place in

the world.



Chapter 1: Project Planning

1. Defining Your Genealogical Goals

Before embarking on your genealogical journey, it is
essential to clearly define your research goals. What do
you hope to achieve through your research? Are you
seeking to trace your ancestry back to a specific time
period or geographical location? Are you interested in
learning more about the lives of your ancestors and
their contributions to history? Or perhaps you want to
compile a comprehensive family tree that includes all

of your known relatives?

Once you have a clear understanding of your research
goals, you can begin to develop a plan for achieving
them. This plan should include a timeline for your
research, a budget for any associated costs, and a list of

the resources you will need to consult.

Identifying Your Research Objectives



The first step in defining your genealogical goals is to
identify what you hope to learn from your research. Do

you want to:

e Trace your ancestry back to a specific time
period or geographical location?

e Learn more about the lives of your ancestors and
their contributions to history?

e Compile a comprehensive family tree that
includes all of your known relatives?

e Discover stories and anecdotes about your
ancestors that have been passed down through
the generations?

e DPreserve your family's legacy for future

generations?

Once you know what you want to learn, you can start
to develop a research plan that will help you achieve

your goals.

Developing a Research Plan



Your research plan should include:

e A timeline for your research: How much time do
you have to devote to your research? What are
your deadlines?

e A budget for your research: How much money
are you willing to spend on your research? What
are your priorities?

e A list of the resources you will need to consult:
What libraries, archives, and online databases
will you need to access? What books and articles

will you need to read?

Your research plan will help you stay on track and

avoid getting overwhelmed.
Staying Flexible

It is important to be flexible in your research plan. As
you learn more about your family history, you may
find that your research goals change. Be prepared to

adjust your plan as needed.



Chapter 1: Project Planning

2. Identifying Resources

Genealogical research can be an incredibly rewarding
experience, but it can also be daunting, especially for
those just starting out. One of the most important steps
in any genealogical project is identifying the resources
that will be available to you during your research.
These resources can include books, online databases,

archives, libraries, and even other researchers.
1. Books:

Books can be a great resource for genealogical
research, as they can provide a wealth of information
on specific families, regions, or time periods. There are
many different types of genealogical books available,
including family histories, county histories, church
records, and military records. You can find
genealogical books at your local library, online, or

through genealogical societies.



2. Online Databases:

Online databases are another valuable resource for
genealogical research. These databases contain
millions of records, including census records, birth
records, death records, and marriage records. Many
online databases are free to use, while others require a
subscription. Some of the most popular online
databases include Ancestry.com, FamilySearch, and

MyHeritage.
3. Archives:

Archives are another great place to find genealogical
records. Archives are repositories for historical
documents, such as birth certificates, death certificates,
and land records. Archives can be located at local,
state, and national levels. Some archives are open to

the public, while others require a researcher's card.

4. Libraries:
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Libraries can also be a valuable resource for
genealogical research. Libraries often have collections
of genealogical books and microfilms. They may also
have access to online databases that are not available

to the general public.
5. Other Researchers:

Other researchers can also be a valuable resource for
genealogical research. There are many online forums
and social media groups where genealogists can share
information and collaborate on research projects. You
can also find genealogical societies in many cities and
towns. These societies often hold meetings and
workshops where researchers can learn about

genealogical research and share information.

By identifying the resources that are available to you,
you can greatly increase your chances of success in

your genealogical research project.
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Chapter 1: Project Planning

3. Setting a Timeline and Budget

Before embarking on your genealogical journey, it is
essential to establish a realistic timeline and budget to
guide your research. These parameters will help you
stay organized, focused, and avoid feeling

overwhelmed by the vastness of the task ahead.
1. Defining Your Timeline:

e Set realistic goals: Determine how much time
you can realistically dedicate to your research
each week or month. Consider your other
commitments, such as work, family, and
personal life.

e Break down the project into manageable tasks:
Divide your research into smaller, more
manageable tasks. This will make the project

seem less daunting and easier to track.
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e (Create a research schedule: Develop a weekly or
monthly schedule that outlines the tasks you
plan to complete during that period. Be flexible

and adjust the schedule as needed.

e Set milestones: Identify key milestones or
checkpoints along your research journey. These
milestones will help you stay motivated and

measure your progress.
2. Establishing Your Budget:

e Assess your financial resources: Determine how
much money you can allocate to your
genealogical research. Consider expenses such as
travel, document fees, software, and online
subscriptions.

e Prioritize your spending: Decide which expenses
are essential and which ones can be deferred or
eliminated.

e Look for cost-saving opportunities: Explore free

or low-cost resources, such as online databases,
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libraries, and genealogical societies. Consider
sharing expenses with other researchers or
collaborating on projects.

e Be prepared for unexpected costs: Set aside a
contingency fund for unexpected expenses that
may arise during your research, such as travel

costs or fees for accessing records.

Remember, the timeline and budget you set are not
rigid constraints but rather flexible guidelines that can
be adjusted as your research progresses. Regularly
review and revise your plan based on your findings
and circumstances. The key is to stay organized,
adaptable, and committed to your genealogical

journey.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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