
Caribbean  Public  Policy:  Revisiting 

Regional Priorities

Introduction

This  comprehensive  volume delves  into  the  intricate 

tapestry  of  public  policy  issues  confronting  the 

Caribbean  region,  offering  a  panoramic  view  of  the 

challenges  and  opportunities  that  shape  its  future. 

Drawing  upon  the  expertise  of  leading  scholars  and 

practitioners,  this  book  provides  a  nuanced 

understanding  of  the  region's  unique  circumstances, 

illuminating  the  path  towards  sustainable  and 

inclusive development.

From the halls  of  governance to the grassroots level, 

the book scrutinizes the evolving landscape of regional 

governance,  advocating  for  participatory  democracy, 

good governance, and transparency. It delves into the 
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economic  realm,  exploring  strategies  to  foster 

entrepreneurship,  innovation,  regional  trade,  and 

sustainable  tourism.  The  authors  spotlight  the 

imperative  of  addressing  poverty  and  inequality, 

proposing  targeted  interventions  to  empower 

vulnerable  populations  and  promote  inclusive 

economic growth.

Recognizing  the  pivotal  role  of  education  and  skills 

development, the book emphasizes the significance of 

early  childhood  education,  quality  secondary 

education,  and  lifelong  learning.  It  underscores  the 

urgency  of  advancing  gender  equality  and  women's 

empowerment,  challenging  gender  stereotypes  and 

advocating  for  equal  opportunities  in  education, 

employment, and political participation.

Environmental  sustainability  emerges  as  a  central 

theme, with chapters dedicated to preserving natural 

resources,  combating  climate  change,  promoting 

renewable  energy,  and  implementing  waste 
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management  strategies.  The  book  also  delves  into 

regional security, addressing transnational crime, drug 

trafficking,  terrorism,  and  border  security,  while 

emphasizing  the  importance  of  cooperation  and 

collaboration.

Navigating  global  trends  and  challenges,  the  book 

explores  the  impact  of  globalization,  technological 

change,  climate  change,  migration  flows,  and 

international  partnerships.  It  envisions  a  prosperous 

and sustainable Caribbean, articulating a shared vision, 

setting  ambitious  goals,  and  proposing  a 

comprehensive implementation plan.

Throughout its pages, this book serves as an invaluable 

resource  for  policymakers,  academics,  practitioners, 

and  anyone  seeking  a  deeper  understanding  of  the 

complexities  facing  the  Caribbean  region.  It  offers  a 

roadmap for progress, highlighting the transformative 

potential  of  collaboration,  innovation,  and  a  shared 
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commitment  to  building  a  vibrant  and  resilient 

Caribbean community.
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Book Description

Embark on a comprehensive journey into the realm of 

public  policy  in  the  Caribbean  with  this  thought-

provoking volume. Caribbean Public Policy: Revisiting 

Regional  Priorities  delves  into  the  intricacies  of 

governance,  economy,  social  development,  and 

environmental  sustainability,  offering  a  roadmap for 

progress in the 21st century.

Within  these  pages,  readers  will  find  a  multifaceted 

exploration of the challenges and opportunities facing 

the  Caribbean  region.  Experts  from  diverse  fields 

provide  insightful  analyses  of  regional  governance, 

advocating for participatory democracy, transparency, 

and  cooperation.  The  book  delves  into  economic 

development  strategies,  emphasizing 

entrepreneurship, innovation, and sustainable tourism. 

It confronts poverty and inequality head-on, proposing 

targeted interventions to uplift vulnerable populations 

and promote inclusive growth.
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Education and skills development take center stage, as 

the  authors  underscore  the  importance  of  early 

childhood education, quality secondary education, and 

lifelong  learning.  Gender  equality  and  women's 

empowerment  are  championed,  with  a  focus  on 

dismantling  gender  stereotypes  and  ensuring  equal 

opportunities in all spheres of life.

Environmental  sustainability  emerges  as  a  critical 

concern, with chapters dedicated to preserving natural 

resources,  combating  climate  change,  and  promoting 

renewable energy. Regional security is also addressed, 

with  discussions  on  transnational  crime,  drug 

trafficking, and border security, highlighting the need 

for regional collaboration and cooperation.

The  book  navigates  global  trends  and  challenges, 

examining  the  impact  of  globalization,  technological 

change,  climate  change,  migration  flows,  and 

international  partnerships.  It  envisions  a  prosperous 

and sustainable Caribbean, proposing a shared vision, 
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ambitious goals, and a comprehensive implementation 

plan.

Caribbean Public Policy: Revisiting Regional Priorities 

is  an  indispensable  resource  for  policymakers, 

academics, practitioners, and anyone seeking a deeper 

understanding of the complexities facing the Caribbean 

region.  Its  comprehensive  analysis  and  forward-

thinking  recommendations  provide  a  valuable 

roadmap for sustainable and inclusive development in 

the years to come.
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Chapter  1:  Reshaping  Regional 

Governance

The  Evolving  Landscape  of  Caribbean 

Governance

Governance in the Caribbean region is  undergoing a 

period  of  profound  transformation,  driven  by  a 

confluence  of  internal  and  external  forces. 

Globalization,  technological  advancements,  and 

changing  demographics  are  reshaping  the  region's 

political, economic, and social landscape, necessitating 

a reevaluation of traditional governance structures and 

approaches.

One of the most significant challenges facing Caribbean 

governments  is  the  need  to  strengthen  regional 

cooperation  and  integration.  The  region's  small  size 

and fragmented nature have historically hindered its 

ability to address common challenges and capitalize on 

shared  opportunities.  However,  the  increasing 
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interconnectedness  of  the  global  economy  and  the 

emergence  of  transnational  issues  such  as  climate 

change  and  security  demand  a  more  coordinated 

response.

In  response  to  these  challenges,  Caribbean 

governments have been exploring various mechanisms 

for  regional  cooperation.  The  Caribbean  Community 

(CARICOM),  established in 1973,  has played a central 

role in promoting regional integration.  CARICOM has 

facilitated  cooperation  in  areas  such  as  trade, 

transportation,  tourism,  and  security.  However,  the 

organization  has  also  faced  challenges,  including 

limited financial resources and a lack of political will 

among member states.

In  addition  to  CARICOM,  several  other  regional 

organizations have been established to address specific 

issues.  These  include  the  Organization  of  Eastern 

Caribbean States  (OECS),  the  Caribbean Development 

Bank  (CDB),  and  the  University  of  the  West  Indies 
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(UWI).  These  organizations  have  made  significant 

contributions to regional development, but they have 

also been hampered by resource constraints and a lack 

of coordination.

The evolving landscape of Caribbean governance also 

presents  opportunities  for  innovation  and 

transformation.  The  region's  small  size  and  close 

proximity to each other can facilitate the exchange of 

ideas and best  practices.  Caribbean governments can 

learn  from  each  other's  experiences  and  adapt 

successful policies to their own context.

Furthermore,  the  region's  youthful  population  and 

vibrant civil society can be harnessed to drive positive 

change.  Young  people  are  increasingly  demanding 

greater  accountability  and  transparency  from  their 

governments. Civil society organizations are playing a 

vital  role  in  advocating  for  good  governance  and 

promoting sustainable development.
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To  effectively  address  the  challenges  and  seize  the 

opportunities  presented  by  the  evolving  governance 

landscape,  Caribbean  governments  must  embrace  a 

spirit of collaboration and innovation. They must work 

together  to  strengthen  regional  institutions,  promote 

participatory democracy, and implement policies that 

are responsive to the needs of their citizens.
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Chapter  1:  Reshaping  Regional 

Governance

Rethinking Intergovernmental Cooperation

The  Caribbean  region  is  characterized  by  a  diverse 

array of political, economic, and cultural systems. This 

heterogeneity  presents  both  challenges  and 

opportunities  for  intergovernmental  cooperation.  On 

the  one  hand,  the  region's  diversity  can  lead  to 

differing perspectives and priorities, making it difficult 

to  reach  consensus  on  common  goals.  On  the  other 

hand, this diversity can also be a source of strength, as 

different  countries  can  learn  from  each  other's 

experiences and best practices.

In recent years, there have been a number of initiatives 

aimed at strengthening intergovernmental cooperation 

in the Caribbean.  These initiatives have included the 

establishment  of  regional  organizations  such  as  the 

Caribbean  Community  (CARICOM)  and  the 
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Organization  of  Eastern  Caribbean  States  (OECS),  as 

well  as  the signing of  agreements  on trade,  security, 

and environmental protection.

Despite  these  efforts,  there  is  still  room  for 

improvement in intergovernmental cooperation in the 

Caribbean. One challenge is the lack of resources, both 

financial  and human, which can make it  difficult  for 

countries to implement regional agreements. Another 

challenge is the lack of political will, as some countries 

may  be  reluctant  to  cede  sovereignty  to  regional 

organizations.

To address these challenges, it is important to build a 

strong  foundation  for  intergovernmental  cooperation 

in the Caribbean. This foundation should be based on 

the  principles  of  mutual  respect,  trust,  and  shared 

responsibility.  It  is  also  important  to  develop 

mechanisms  for  resolving  disputes  and  for  ensuring 

that  all  countries  have  a  voice  in  regional  decision-

making.
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By  strengthening  intergovernmental  cooperation,  the 

Caribbean region can better address the challenges it 

faces  and  achieve  its  goals  for  sustainable 

development.

Regional Organizations

Regional organizations play a vital  role in promoting 

intergovernmental cooperation in the Caribbean. These 

organizations  provide  a  forum  for  dialogue  and 

negotiation, and they can help to coordinate regional 

policies  and  programs.  Some  of  the  most  important 

regional organizations in the Caribbean include:

 The  Caribbean  Community  (CARICOM): 

CARICOM  is  a  regional  organization  of  15 

Caribbean  countries.  Its  mission  is  to  promote 

economic  integration,  cooperation,  and 

development among its member states.

 The  Organization  of  Eastern  Caribbean  States 

(OECS): The OECS is a regional organization of 11 

Caribbean  countries.  Its  mission  is  to  promote 

14



economic cooperation and integration among its 

member states.

 The Association of  Caribbean States  (ACS):  The 

ACS is  a regional organization of 35 Caribbean 

countries  and  territories.  Its  mission  is  to 

promote cooperation and development among its 

member states.

These are just a few of the many regional organizations 

that  are  working  to  promote  intergovernmental 

cooperation in the Caribbean. These organizations play 

a  vital  role  in  helping  the  region  to  address  its 

challenges  and  achieve  its  goals  for  sustainable 

development.

Agreements and Treaties

In  addition  to  regional  organizations,  there  are  a 

number  of  agreements  and  treaties  that  promote 

intergovernmental cooperation in the Caribbean. These 

agreements  cover  a  wide  range  of  issues,  including 

trade, security, and environmental protection. Some of 
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the  most  important  agreements  and  treaties  in  the 

Caribbean include:

 The  CARICOM  Single  Market  and  Economy 

(CSME): The CSME is a regional agreement that 

aims  to  create  a  single  market  and  economy 

among CARICOM member states.

 The OECS Economic Union: The OECS Economic 

Union is a regional agreement that aims to create 

a  single  economic  space  among  OECS  member 

states.

 The Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI): The CBI is a 

trade agreement between the United States and 

Caribbean countries. It provides duty-free access 

to the U.S. market for a wide range of Caribbean 

products.

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  many  agreements  and 

treaties  that  promote  intergovernmental  cooperation 

in  the Caribbean.  These agreements  help to  create  a 

more stable and prosperous region for all.
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Chapter  1:  Reshaping  Regional 

Governance

Strengthening Regional Institutions

The  Caribbean region  is  home to  a  diverse  array  of 

regional  institutions,  each  playing  a  vital  role  in 

promoting  cooperation  and  collaboration  among 

member states. These institutions cover a wide range of 

areas, including trade, security, health, education, and 

environmental protection.

One of the key challenges facing regional institutions in 

the Caribbean is the need to strengthen their capacity 

and effectiveness.  Many institutions are underfunded 

and  understaffed,  limiting  their  ability  to  carry  out 

their mandates effectively. Additionally, there is a need 

to  improve  coordination  and  collaboration  among 

institutions,  as  well  as  between  institutions  and 

national governments.

17



Strengthening  regional  institutions  is  essential  for 

addressing  the  complex  challenges  facing  the 

Caribbean  region.  By  working  together,  regional 

institutions can pool their resources and expertise to 

develop  and  implement  more  effective  policies  and 

programs. This can lead to improved economic growth, 

social development, and environmental sustainability.

There  are  a  number  of  ways  to  strengthen  regional 

institutions in the Caribbean. One important step is to 

increase funding and resources for these institutions. 

This can be done through increased contributions from 

member  states,  as  well  as  through  grants  and  loans 

from international organizations.

Another important step is to improve coordination and 

collaboration among regional institutions. This can be 

done  through  the  establishment  of  regular  meetings 

and consultations, as well as through the development 

of joint programs and initiatives.
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Finally, it is important to strengthen the links between 

regional  institutions  and  national  governments.  This 

can  be  done  through  the  establishment  of  formal 

mechanisms for consultation and cooperation, as well 

as  through  the  provision  of  technical  assistance  and 

capacity building to national governments.

By  taking  these  steps,  the  Caribbean  region  can 

strengthen its regional institutions and improve their 

ability to address the challenges facing the region. This 

will lead to a more prosperous, secure, and sustainable 

future for all Caribbean people.

Regional  institutions  play  a  vital  role  in  promoting 

cooperation and collaboration among member states in 

the Caribbean. These institutions cover a wide range of 

areas, including trade, security, health, education, and 

environmental protection.

To strengthen regional  institutions,  it  is  important to 

increase funding and resources, improve coordination 

and collaboration among institutions,  and strengthen 
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the  links  between  regional  institutions  and  national 

governments.

By  taking  these  steps,  the  Caribbean  region  can 

strengthen its regional institutions and improve their 

ability to address the challenges facing the region. This 

will lead to a more prosperous, secure, and sustainable 

future for all Caribbean people.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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now available in various formats.

26


	Caribbean Public Policy: Revisiting Regional Priorities
	Introduction
	Book Description
	Chapter 1: Reshaping Regional Governance
	The Evolving Landscape of Caribbean Governance

	Chapter 1: Reshaping Regional Governance
	Rethinking Intergovernmental Cooperation
	Regional Organizations
	Agreements and Treaties


	Chapter 1: Reshaping Regional Governance
	Strengthening Regional Institutions

	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.
	Table of Contents
	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.

