
The Revolt Against Democracy

Introduction

The  fabric  of  American  democracy  is  fraying.  Elites 

have  abandoned  the  values  that  once  defined  the 

nation, leaving the middle class and poor to fend for 

themselves.  The  result  is  a  society  divided,  a 

government  that  no  longer  serves  the  people,  and  a 

culture that is increasingly hollow and meaningless.

The Revolt Against Democracy exposes the betrayal of 

the American people by those who claim to lead them. 

Drawing on a wealth of  historical  and contemporary 

evidence, this book reveals how elites have rigged the 

system  to  benefit  themselves  at  the  expense  of  the 

majority.  It  documents  the  erosion  of  trust  in 

government,  the decline of  the middle class,  and the 

hollowing out of American culture.
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But this book is not just a lament.  It  is  also a call  to 

action.  It  argues  that  the  American  people  have  the 

power  to  reclaim  their  democracy  and  rebuild  their 

nation. It offers a roadmap for renewal, outlining the 

steps  that  must  be  taken  to  create  a  more  just, 

equitable, and sustainable society.

In these pages, you will learn about:

 The  ways  in  which  elites  have  subverted 

democracy  and  undermined  the  will  of  the 

people

 The devastating consequences of the decline of 

the middle class

 The erosion of civil liberties and the rise of the 

surveillance state

 The attack on traditional institutions and the loss 

of shared values

 The  role  that  ordinary  citizens  can  play  in 

renewing American democracy
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The Revolt Against Democracy is a wake-up call for all 

Americans who care about the future of their country. 

It  is  a  call  to  action  for  those  who  believe  that 

democracy is worth fighting for.
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Book Description

In The Revolt Against Democracy, Pasquale De Marco 

exposes the betrayal of the American people by those 

who  claim  to  lead  them.  Drawing  on  a  wealth  of 

historical  and  contemporary  evidence,  this  book 

reveals  how elites  have  rigged  the  system to  benefit 

themselves at the expense of the majority.

This  book  documents  the  erosion  of  trust  in 

government,  the decline of  the middle class,  and the 

hollowing out of American culture. It shows how elites 

have:

 Gerrymandered  electoral  districts  and 

suppressed  voter  turnout  to  maintain  their 

power

 Enacted  policies  that  benefit  the  wealthy  and 

corporations  at  the  expense  of  ordinary 

Americans
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 Eroded  civil  liberties  and  expanded  the 

surveillance state

 Attacked traditional institutions like the family, 

religion, and patriotism

 Promoted a culture of division and scapegoating 

that pits Americans against each other

The Revolt Against Democracy is a clarion call for all 

Americans who care about the future of their country. 

It  is  a  call  to  action  for  those  who  believe  that 

democracy  is  worth  fighting  for.  This  book  offers  a 

roadmap for renewal, outlining the steps that must be 

taken to create a more just, equitable, and sustainable 

society.

In these pages, you will learn:

 How  elites  have  subverted  democracy  and 

undermined the will of the people

 The devastating consequences of the decline of 

the middle class
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 The erosion of civil liberties and the rise of the 

surveillance state

 The attack on traditional institutions and the loss 

of shared values

 The  role  that  ordinary  citizens  can  play  in 

renewing American democracy

The  Revolt  Against  Democracy  is  a  must-read  for 

anyone who wants to understand the challenges facing 

American democracy today and who is committed to 

fighting for a better future.
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Chapter 1: The Seeds of Discontent

Elites vs. the People: A Tale of Two Americas

The American Dream is a myth. For most people, the 

promise of opportunity and prosperity is nothing more 

than a  distant  mirage.  The  reality  is  that  the  United 

States is a nation divided, a land of two Americas: one 

for the wealthy and powerful, and one for the rest of 

us.

The elites—the wealthy and powerful few who control 

our government, our economy, and our media—have 

rigged the system to benefit themselves at the expense 

of everyone else. They have created a society where the 

rich  get  richer  and  the  poor  get  poorer,  where 

corporations have more rights than people, and where 

the middle class is disappearing.

This  division is  not  just  economic.  It  is  also political, 

social,  and  cultural.  The  elites  live  in  gated 

communities and send their children to private schools, 
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while the rest  of  us struggle to make ends meet and 

send our children to underfunded public schools. The 

elites dine in fancy restaurants and vacation in exotic 

locales, while the rest of us eat fast food and take our 

vacations  at  the  local  Walmart.  The  elites  watch 

different TV shows, read different books, and listen to 

different music than the rest of us.

This division is a threat to our democracy. When the 

wealthy and powerful control everything, the voices of 

ordinary citizens are drowned out. Our government no 

longer represents the people, it represents the interests 

of the rich and powerful.

We are living in a time of great inequality, a time when 

the gap between the rich and the poor is wider than it 

has  been  in  generations.  This  inequality  is  not  only 

unjust, it is also unsustainable. It is tearing our society 

apart and making it impossible for us to solve our most 

pressing problems.
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The Revolt Against Democracy is a call to action. It is a 

call  for all  Americans to come together to demand a 

more just and equitable society. We must reclaim our 

democracy  from  the  elites  and  rebuild  it  on  the 

foundation of justice, equality, and opportunity for all.
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Chapter 1: The Seeds of Discontent

The  Erosion  of  Trust:  How  Elites  Have  Lost 

the Confidence of the Public

Once upon a time, Americans had faith in their leaders. 

They believed that the government worked for them, 

that  the  media  reported  the  news  fairly,  and  that 

businesses operated with integrity.  But that trust has 

been  eroded  over  time,  as  elites  have  repeatedly 

betrayed the public's confidence.

One of the most egregious examples of this betrayal is 

the way that elites have rigged the economic system in 

their own favor. They have used their power to pass 

laws that benefit themselves and their corporate allies, 

while  leaving  the  middle  class  and  poor  to  fend  for 

themselves.  This  has  led  to  a  growing  wealth  gap, 

stagnant wages, and a decline in the quality of life for 

ordinary Americans.
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Elites  have  also  betrayed  the  public's  trust  by  their 

actions  in  the  political  arena.  They  have 

gerrymandered electoral districts to make it harder for 

challengers  to  win  elections.  They  have  used  their 

wealth to influence elections and drown out the voices 

of  ordinary citizens.  And they have passed laws that 

make it harder for people to vote, particularly people 

of color and low-income Americans.

This betrayal of trust has had a devastating impact on 

American democracy. It  has led to a decline in voter 

turnout,  a rise in political  polarization,  and a loss of 

faith in government. It has also made it easier for elites 

to pass policies that benefit themselves at the expense 

of the public.

The erosion of trust in elites is not just a problem for 

democracy. It is also a problem for society as a whole. 

When people lose faith in their leaders, they are less 

likely to cooperate with each other and work together 

to  solve  common  problems.  This  can  lead  to  a 
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breakdown of social order and a decline in the quality 

of life for everyone.

It  is  time for elites to wake up and realize that they 

cannot  continue  to  betray  the  public's  trust  without 

consequences.  They  need  to  start  working  for  the 

people they are supposed to represent, or they will face 

the wrath of an angry and disillusioned public.
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Chapter 1: The Seeds of Discontent

The  Rise  of  Populism:  A  Reaction  to  Elite 

Failures

The rise of populism in recent years is a direct response 

to  the  failures  of  elites  to  address  the  concerns  of 

ordinary  people.  Elites  have  become  increasingly 

disconnected  from  the  everyday  realities  of  most 

Americans,  leading  to  a  sense  of  betrayal  and 

resentment.

Populist leaders have capitalized on this discontent by 

promising to shake up the establishment and fight for 

the interests of the common man. They have blamed 

elites for everything from economic inequality to the 

decline  of  traditional  values.  And  they  have  offered 

simple  solutions  that  appeal  to  people's  sense  of 

frustration and anger.

While populism can be a powerful force for change, it 

can  also  be  dangerous.  Populist  leaders  often  use 
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scapegoats  and  fear-mongering  to  gain  power.  They 

may  also  be  tempted  to  undermine  democratic 

institutions in order to maintain their grip on power.

It  is  important  to  distinguish  between  legitimate 

populism, which is a response to the failures of elites, 

and  dangerous  populism,  which  is  a  threat  to 

democracy.  Legitimate  populism  seeks  to  empower 

ordinary  people  and  hold  elites  accountable. 

Dangerous  populism  seeks  to  divide  people  and 

undermine democratic institutions.

The rise of populism is a warning sign that elites need 

to change their ways. They need to start listening to the 

concerns  of  ordinary  people  and  taking  action  to 

address their needs. If they fail to do so, populism will 

continue to grow and democracy will be at risk.

The Failures of Elites

There  are  many  reasons  why  elites  have  failed  to 

address the concerns of ordinary people. One reason is 
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that  they  have  become  increasingly  wealthy  and 

powerful, while the middle class and poor have been 

left  behind.  This  has  led  to  a  growing  sense  of 

inequality and resentment.

Another  reason for  the  failures  of  elites  is  that  they 

have  become  increasingly  disconnected  from  the 

everyday  realities  of  most  Americans.  They  live  in 

gated  communities,  send  their  children  to  private 

schools, and socialize with other elites. This has led to a 

lack of understanding of the challenges facing ordinary 

people.

Finally,  elites  have  often  been  more  concerned  with 

their own interests than with the interests of the people 

they represent. They have used their power to enrich 

themselves and their friends, while ignoring the needs 

of the majority.

The Rise of Populist Leaders
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Populist  leaders  have  been  able  to  capitalize  on  the 

failures of elites to connect with ordinary people. They 

have promised to shake up the establishment and fight 

for  the  interests  of  the  common  man.  They  have 

blamed elites for everything from economic inequality 

to  the  decline  of  traditional  values.  And  they  have 

offered simple solutions that appeal to people's sense of 

frustration and anger.

Populist  leaders  often  use  scapegoats  and  fear-

mongering to gain power. They may blame immigrants, 

minorities, or other groups for the country's problems. 

They  may  also  stoke  fears  about  terrorism  or  other 

threats.

Populist  leaders  may  also  be  tempted  to  undermine 

democratic institutions in order to maintain their grip 

on power.  They may attack the media,  the courts,  or 

other  institutions  that  hold  them  accountable.  They 

may also try to rig elections or suppress dissent.

The Dangers of Populism
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While populism can be a powerful force for change, it 

can  also  be  dangerous.  Populist  leaders  often  use 

scapegoats  and  fear-mongering  to  gain  power.  They 

may  also  be  tempted  to  undermine  democratic 

institutions in order to maintain their grip on power.

It  is  important  to  distinguish  between  legitimate 

populism, which is a response to the failures of elites, 

and  dangerous  populism,  which  is  a  threat  to 

democracy.  Legitimate  populism  seeks  to  empower 

ordinary  people  and  hold  elites  accountable. 

Dangerous  populism  seeks  to  divide  people  and 

undermine democratic institutions.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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