
The Politics of Women and War

Introduction

In  a  world  marred  by  conflict,  insecurity,  and 

inequality, women's experiences and perspectives have 

often been marginalized or overlooked. The traditional 

narratives  of  international  politics  and  global  affairs 

have  predominantly  focused  on  the  actions  and 

decisions of  men, leaving women's contributions and 

experiences  largely  unexplored.  This  book  seeks  to 

challenge this androcentric narrative and shed light on 

the crucial role that women play in shaping our world.

Through  a  comprehensive  examination  of  various 

aspects  of  international  relations,  this  book  explores 

the gendered dimensions of war, peace, security, and 

global  governance.  It  delves  into  the  historical  and 

contemporary  realities  of  women's  involvement  in 

armed  conflicts,  their  experiences  of  violence  and 
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displacement, and their contributions to peacebuilding 

and  reconciliation  efforts.  It  also  investigates  the 

gendered  dynamics  of  the  global  arms  trade,  the 

military-industrial complex, and the nuclear weapons 

industry.

Furthermore, this book examines the intersectionality 

of gender with other forms of identity and oppression, 

such as race, class, and ethnicity. It explores how these 

intersecting  identities  shape  women's  experiences  of 

war, peace, and security, and how they influence their 

agency  and  ability  to  participate  in  decision-making 

processes. By centering the experiences of women from 

diverse backgrounds, this book aims to provide a more 

inclusive  and  comprehensive  understanding  of 

international politics.

Moreover,  this  book  highlights  the  critical  role  that 

women have played in promoting peace, security, and 

sustainable development.  It  showcases the leadership 

and  activism  of  women  in  peace  movements,  their 
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contributions to post-conflict reconstruction, and their 

advocacy  for  disarmament  and  nuclear  non-

proliferation.  It  also  examines  the  ways  in  which 

women's  perspectives  and  priorities  have  shaped 

international agreements and policies on issues such as 

climate  change,  economic  development,  and  global 

health.

By  shedding  light  on  the  gendered  dimensions  of 

international  politics,  this  book  seeks  to  challenge 

traditional power structures and promote a more just 

and equitable world. It calls for a transformation of the 

global  order,  one  that  recognizes  and  values  the 

contributions  of  women  and  ensures  their  full  and 

equal participation in decision-making processes at all 

levels.

Ultimately,  this  book is  a  testament to the resilience, 

strength, and agency of women in the face of adversity. 

It is a call to action for a more inclusive and gender-

responsive approach to international politics, one that 
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recognizes the vital role that women play in creating a 

more peaceful, just, and sustainable world.
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Book Description

In  a  world  grappling  with  conflict,  insecurity,  and 

inequality,  this  groundbreaking  book  offers  a 

comprehensive  examination  of  the  gendered 

dimensions of international politics and global affairs. 

Moving  beyond  traditional  narratives  dominated  by 

male perspectives, it sheds light on the crucial role that 

women play in shaping our world.

Through  a  multidisciplinary  lens,  this  book  explores 

the historical  and contemporary realities  of  women's 

involvement  in  armed  conflicts,  their  experiences  of 

violence and displacement, and their contributions to 

peacebuilding and reconciliation efforts. It delves into 

the gendered dynamics of  the global  arms trade,  the 

military-industrial complex, and the nuclear weapons 

industry, exposing the ways in which these structures 

perpetuate inequality and insecurity.
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Furthermore,  this  book  investigates  the 

intersectionality of gender with other forms of identity 

and  oppression,  such  as  race,  class,  and  ethnicity.  It 

examines  how  these  intersecting  identities  shape 

women's experiences of war, peace, and security, and 

how  they  influence  their  agency  and  ability  to 

participate in decision-making processes. By centering 

the experiences of women from diverse backgrounds, 

this  book  provides  a  more  inclusive  and 

comprehensive  understanding  of  international 

relations.

Moreover,  the  book  highlights  the  critical  role  that 

women have played in promoting peace, security, and 

sustainable development.  It  showcases the leadership 

and  activism  of  women  in  peace  movements,  their 

contributions to post-conflict reconstruction, and their 

advocacy  for  disarmament  and  nuclear  non-

proliferation.  It  also  examines  the  ways  in  which 

women's  perspectives  and  priorities  have  shaped 

international agreements and policies on issues such as 
6



climate  change,  economic  development,  and  global 

health.

This book is a powerful call for a transformation of the 

global  order,  one  that  recognizes  and  values  the 

contributions  of  women  and  ensures  their  full  and 

equal participation in decision-making processes at all 

levels.  It  challenges  traditional  power structures  and 

advocates for a more just and equitable world, where 

women's voices are heard and their agency is realized.

Ultimately,  this  book is  a  testament to the resilience, 

strength, and agency of women in the face of adversity. 

It  is  a  comprehensive  resource  for  scholars, 

policymakers,  activists,  and anyone seeking a  deeper 

understanding  of  the  gendered  dimensions  of 

international politics.
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Chapter 1: The Gendered Landscape of 

War

The Historical  Marginalization of  Women in 

War

Throughout history, women have been systematically 

marginalized  and  excluded  from  positions  of  power 

and influence in  the realm of  war and international 

politics. This marginalization has taken various forms, 

from the  denial  of  opportunities  for  military  service 

and  leadership  to  the  devaluation  of  women's 

contributions to war efforts.

One  of  the  most  striking  examples  of  this 

marginalization  is  the  historical  exclusion of  women 

from  combat  roles.  In  many  societies,  women  have 

been  prohibited  from  serving  in  the  military 

altogether, while in others they have been restricted to 

non-combat roles, such as nursing and administrative 

support. This exclusion has not only limited women's 
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opportunities for advancement and recognition, but it 

has  also reinforced the idea that  war is  a  masculine 

endeavor.

Even  when  women  have  been  allowed  to  serve  in 

combat roles, they have often faced discrimination and 

prejudice.  They  have  been  subjected  to  sexual 

harassment  and  assault,  denied  equal  pay  and 

promotion opportunities, and stereotyped as being less 

capable than men. These barriers have made it difficult 

for women to achieve their full potential in the military 

and  have  contributed  to  their  continued 

underrepresentation in leadership positions.

In  addition  to  their  exclusion  from  combat  roles, 

women have also been marginalized in other aspects of 

war and international politics. They have been largely 

absent  from  peace  negotiations,  disarmament  talks, 

and  other  decision-making  processes  that  shape  the 

course of war and peace. This exclusion has meant that 

women's  perspectives  and  experiences  have  been 
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largely  ignored  in  the  formulation  of  policies  and 

strategies.

The historical  marginalization of  women in war and 

international politics has had a profound impact on the 

lives of women around the world. It has limited their 

opportunities  for  economic  and  social  advancement, 

exposed  them  to  violence  and  discrimination,  and 

perpetuated  gender  stereotypes  that  reinforce  their 

subordinate  status.  It  is  only  by  challenging  this 

marginalization  and  creating  a  more  inclusive  and 

gender-responsive approach to war and peace that we 

can hope to build a more just and equitable world.
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Chapter 1: The Gendered Landscape of 

War

Women's Roles in Combat and Support

Historically, the role of women in war has been largely 

overlooked or marginalized. Women have often been 

excluded from combat roles and relegated to support 

roles, such as nursing, cooking, and cleaning. However, 

throughout history, there have been many examples of 

women who have fought alongside men on the front 

lines.

In ancient societies, women often played a vital role in 

warfare.  For example,  the Amazons were a  mythical 

tribe of female warriors who were said to be fierce and 

skilled in battle. In the Middle Ages, women sometimes 

fought alongside men in feudal armies. And during the 

American Civil  War,  there  were  several  documented 

cases of women disguising themselves as men in order 

to fight in the conflict.
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In the 20th century, women's roles in combat began to 

expand.  During  World  War  I,  women  served  in  a 

variety  of  roles,  including  as  nurses,  drivers,  and 

munitions  workers.  In  World  War  II,  women's 

contributions  to  the  war  effort  were  even  more 

significant.  In the Soviet  Union,  for  example,  women 

made  up  over  800,000  of  the  country's  military 

personnel. And in the United States, women served in a 

variety  of  roles,  including  as  pilots,  nurses,  and 

intelligence officers.

Today,  women  continue  to  serve  in  combat  roles  in 

militaries around the world. In the United States,  for 

example,  women are  allowed to  serve  in  all  combat 

roles,  and  they  have  seen  combat  in  Iraq  and 

Afghanistan.  Women have also played a vital  role in 

peacekeeping operations around the world.

In addition to their roles in combat, women also play a 

vital  role in providing support  to military personnel. 

They serve as nurses, doctors, cooks, mechanics, and in 
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a variety of other roles. Women's contributions to the 

military  are  essential  to  the  success  of  military 

operations.
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Chapter 1: The Gendered Landscape of 

War

The Sexualization of War and Its Impact on 

Women

War  has  often  been  portrayed  as  a  masculine 

endeavor, with men depicted as the primary actors and 

heroes in battle. This portrayal has contributed to the 

sexualization of war, which has had a profound impact 

on women.

The sexualization of war can be seen in the way that 

women's bodies are often used as symbols of victory or 

conquest. For example, in ancient Greece, women were 

often  depicted  as  prizes  to  be  won  by  victorious 

warriors.  This  objectification  of  women  served  to 

reinforce the idea that women are subordinate to men 

and that their value lies in their bodies.
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The sexualization of  war  also  manifests  in  the  ways 

that  women  are  often  portrayed  as  victims  of  war. 

Images of women being raped, abused, and killed are 

unfortunately common in war reporting and popular 

culture. These images serve to perpetuate the idea that 

women  are  inherently  vulnerable  and  in  need  of 

protection by men.

The  sexualization  of  war  has  a  number  of  negative 

consequences for women. First,  it  reinforces the idea 

that women are inferior to men and that their bodies 

are  objects  to  be  used  and  abused.  This  can  lead  to 

discrimination against women in all areas of life, from 

the workplace to the home.

Second,  the  sexualization  of  war  can  make  it  more 

difficult  for  women  to  speak  out  against  war  and 

violence. When women are portrayed as victims, they 

are less likely to be taken seriously when they speak 

out against the causes of war.
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Third, the sexualization of war can lead to increased 

violence  against  women.  When  women  are  seen  as 

objects to be conquered or controlled, they are more 

likely to be targeted for sexual violence.

It  is  important  to  challenge the sexualization of  war 

and to promote a more gender-equal understanding of 

war and peace.  This means recognizing the role that 

women play in war, both as victims and as agents of 

change. It also means challenging the idea that war is a 

masculine  endeavor  and  that  women  are  inherently 

vulnerable.

By working to de-sexualize war, we can create a more 

just and peaceful world for all.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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