
The Lone Star Electric Railways

Introduction

The history of transportation in Texas is a fascinating 

one, and the story of the Texas Electric Railways is an 

important  part  of  that  history.  In  the  early  20th 

century,  interurban  railways  were  a  vital  mode  of 

transportation, connecting cities and towns across the 

state. These electric railways played a major role in the 

development  of  Texas,  and  they  left  a  lasting  legacy 

that can still be seen today.

This book tells the story of the Texas Electric Railways, 

from their humble beginnings to their eventual decline. 

It is a story of innovation, entrepreneurship, and the 

challenges  of  operating  a  transportation  system in  a 

rapidly changing world. It is also a story of the people 

who worked for the railways, the passengers who rode 

them, and the communities that they served.
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The Texas Electric Railways were a major part of life in 

Texas for over half a century. They helped to connect 

the state, and they played a vital role in its economic 

development.  They  also  provided  a  convenient  and 

affordable way for people to travel.

Today, the Texas Electric Railways are gone, but their 

legacy lives on. The abandoned right-of-ways can still 

be seen in many parts of the state, and some of the old 

cars have been preserved in museums. The stories of 

the  people  who  worked  for  the  railways  and  the 

passengers who rode them are still being told.

This  book  is  a  comprehensive  history  of  the  Texas 

Electric Railways. It is a must-read for anyone who is 

interested in the history of transportation in Texas or 

the history of interurban railways in general.
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Book Description

The history of transportation in Texas is a fascinating 

one, and the story of the Texas Electric Railways is an 

important  part  of  that  history.  In  the  early  20th 

century,  interurban  railways  were  a  vital  mode  of 

transportation, connecting cities and towns across the 

state. These electric railways played a major role in the 

development  of  Texas,  and  they  left  a  lasting  legacy 

that can still be seen today.

This book tells the story of the Texas Electric Railways, 

from their humble beginnings to their eventual decline. 

It is a story of innovation, entrepreneurship, and the 

challenges  of  operating  a  transportation  system in  a 

rapidly changing world. It is also a story of the people 

who worked for the railways, the passengers who rode 

them, and the communities that they served.

The Texas Electric Railways were a major part of life in 

Texas for over half a century. They helped to connect 
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the state, and they played a vital role in its economic 

development.  They  also  provided  a  convenient  and 

affordable way for people to travel.

Today, the Texas Electric Railways are gone, but their 

legacy lives on. The abandoned right-of-ways can still 

be seen in many parts of the state, and some of the old 

cars have been preserved in museums. The stories of 

the  people  who  worked  for  the  railways  and  the 

passengers who rode them are still being told.

This  book  is  a  comprehensive  history  of  the  Texas 

Electric Railways. It is a must-read for anyone who is 

interested in the history of transportation in Texas or 

the history of interurban railways in general.

Inside this book, you will learn about:

 The early days of electric railways in Texas

 The  formation  of  the  Texas  Electric  Railway 

Company

 The construction of the interurban lines
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 The operation of the cars

 The challenges faced by the railways

 The decline of interurban travel

 The legacy of the Texas Electric Railways

This  book  is  illustrated  with  numerous  historical 

photographs and maps. It is the definitive history of the 

Texas Electric Railways.
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Chapter 1: A Journey Through Time

The Birth of Electric Railways in Texas

In the late 19th century, the United States was in the 

midst  of  an  industrial  revolution.  New  technologies 

were emerging that would change the way people lived 

and worked, and one of the most important of these 

technologies was electricity.

Electricity had the potential to power all sorts of new 

machines, and one of the most promising applications 

was  in  transportation.  Electric  motors  were  more 

efficient  and powerful  than steam engines,  and they 

could  be  used  to  power  trains,  streetcars,  and  other 

vehicles.

In 1884, the first electric railway in the United States 

opened in Cleveland, Ohio. This was quickly followed 

by other electric railways in cities across the country, 

and by the early 20th century, electric railways were a 

common sight in many parts of the United States.
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Texas was no exception to this trend. In 1890, the first 

electric  railway in  Texas  opened in  Dallas.  This  was 

followed by other electric railways in cities across the 

state,  and  by  1910,  there  were  over  1,000  miles  of 

electric railway track in Texas.

The electric railways in Texas played a vital role in the 

state's development. They connected cities and towns, 

and  they  made  it  possible  for  people  to  travel  and 

transport goods more easily. The electric railways also 

helped to boost the state's economy, and they provided 

jobs for thousands of Texans.

One of the most important electric railways in Texas 

was  the  Texas  Electric  Railway  (TER).  The  TER  was 

founded  in  1901,  and  it  quickly  became  one  of  the 

largest  and  most  successful  electric  railways  in  the 

state. The TER operated over 500 miles of track, and it 

connected cities such as Dallas, Fort Worth, Waco, and 

Denison.
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The  TER  played  a  vital  role  in  the  development  of 

Texas. It helped to connect the state's major cities, and 

it made it possible for people to travel and transport 

goods more easily.  The TER also helped to  boost  the 

state's economy, and it provided jobs for thousands of 

Texans.

The TER and other electric railways in Texas played an 

important  role  in  the  state's  development.  They 

connected cities and towns, and they made it possible 

for people to travel and transport goods more easily. 

The electric  railways  also  helped to  boost  the  state's 

economy,  and  they  provided  jobs  for  thousands  of 

Texans.
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Chapter 1: A Journey Through Time

The Texas Electric Railway Company

The  Texas  Electric  Railway  Company  (TER)  was 

founded in 1901 by a group of investors led by Joseph 

A.  Kemp.  Kemp  was  a  wealthy  businessman  from 

Denison, Texas, who saw the potential for an electric 

railway to connect the cities and towns of North Texas.

The TER began operations in 1902 with a line between 

Denison  and  Sherman,  Texas.  The  line  was  an 

immediate success, and the TER quickly expanded its 

operations to  other cities  in the region.  By 1910,  the 

TER was operating over 500 miles of track and serving 

over 30 cities and towns.

The TER played a vital role in the development of North 

Texas.  The  railway  provided  a  convenient  and 

affordable way for people to travel and ship goods. It 

also  helped  to  promote  economic  development  by 
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connecting  farmers  and  ranchers  to  markets  in  the 

cities.

The TER reached its peak in the 1920s. During this time, 

the railway carried over 2 million passengers and over 

1 million tons of freight each year. However, the TER 

began to decline in the 1930s due to the competition 

from automobiles and trucks.

The TER continued to operate until 1948, when it was 

finally  forced  to  close  its  doors.  The  railway's 

abandonment was a major blow to the communities it 

served. However, the legacy of the TER lives on in the 

many abandoned right-of-ways and historic buildings 

that can still be seen today.

The TER's Impact on North Texas

The TER had a profound impact on the development of 

North Texas.  The railway connected cities and towns 

that had previously been isolated from each other. It 
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also  provided  a  convenient  and  affordable  way  for 

people to travel and ship goods.

The TER also helped to promote economic development 

in  North  Texas.  The  railway  made  it  possible  for 

farmers and ranchers to ship their products to markets 

in  the  cities.  It  also  made it  easier  for  businesses  to 

locate  in North Texas,  as  they could now easily  ship 

their goods to other parts of the country.

The  TER  played  a  vital  role  in  the  growth  of  North 

Texas.  It  helped  to  connect  the  region,  promote 

economic development, and improve the quality of life 

for its residents.

The TER's Legacy

The  TER  may  be  gone,  but  its  legacy  lives  on.  The 

abandoned right-of-ways of the TER can still be seen in 

many parts  of  North Texas.  Some of  the old railway 

stations have been converted into museums or other 

public  buildings.  And  the  stories  of  the  people  who 

11



worked for the TER and the passengers who rode its 

trains are still being told today.

The TER is a reminder of a time when electric railways 

were the primary mode of transportation in the United 

States. It is also a reminder of the important role that 

transportation  played  in  the  development  of  the 

American West.
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Chapter 1: A Journey Through Time

The Northern Texas Traction Company

The Northern Texas Traction Company (NTTC) was one 

of the largest and most successful interurban railway 

companies in Texas. It was founded in 1899 by a group 

of businessmen from Dallas and Fort Worth who saw 

the potential for an electric railway to connect the two 

cities. The NTTC began operations in 1902 with a line 

between Dallas and Denton. The line was an immediate 

success, and the NTTC soon expanded its operations to 

include Fort Worth and other cities in North Texas.

By  the  1920s,  the  NTTC was  operating  a  network  of 

over 200 miles of track, connecting Dallas, Fort Worth, 

Denton,  Grapevine,  Carrollton,  Lewisville,  and  Plano. 

The NTTC's cars were known for their speed, comfort, 

and  reliability.  They  were  also  relatively  affordable, 

making them a popular option for both business and 

leisure travelers.
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The NTTC played a major role in the development of 

North Texas. It helped to connect the region's cities and 

towns, and it made it easier for people to travel and do 

business. The NTTC also helped to promote tourism in 

the region.

The NTTC reached its peak in the 1920s. However, the 

company began to decline in the 1930s due to the Great 

Depression  and  the  increasing  popularity  of  the 

automobile.  The  NTTC  eventually  went  bankrupt  in 

1948, and its lines were abandoned.

Today, the legacy of the NTTC can still be seen in North 

Texas. Some of the old NTTC cars have been preserved 

in museums, and some of the old NTTC right-of-ways 

have been converted into trails.  The NTTC played an 

important role in the development of North Texas, and 

its  story  is  a  reminder  of  the  important  role  that 

electric railways once played in the United States.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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