
Timber by Rail: Logging Railroads of the 

United States

Introduction

The history of logging railroads in the United States is a 

fascinating  one  that  spans  over  a  century.  These 

railroads played a vital role in the development of the 

country,  transporting  vast  quantities  of  timber  from 

the forests to the mills and markets.

The first logging railroads were built in the early 1800s, 

and  they  quickly  became  an  essential  part  of  the 

logging  industry.  By  the  late  1800s,  there  were  over 

100,000 miles of logging railroads in the United States. 

These railroads were used to transport logs from the 

forests  to  the  mills,  where  they  were  processed  into 

lumber.
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The  logging  railroads  were  a  major  factor  in  the 

development of the American economy. They helped to 

open up new areas of  the country to settlement and 

development.  They  also  played  a  vital  role  in  the 

growth of the lumber industry, which was one of the 

most important industries in the United States at the 

time.

The logging railroads were a dangerous place to work. 

The work was hard and the pay was low. Many loggers 

were injured or killed on the job. However, the loggers 

were a proud and independent group of men who were 

essential to the development of the United States.

The  logging  railroads  began  to  decline  in  the  early 

1900s,  as  the  lumber  industry  began to  move to  the 

Pacific  Northwest.  By  the  mid-1900s,  most  of  the 

logging railroads had been abandoned. However, a few 

logging railroads still operate today, and they continue 

to play a vital role in the logging industry.
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The logging railroads are a reminder of the important 

role  that  railroads  played in  the  development  of  the 

United  States.  They  are  also  a  reminder  of  the  hard 

work and dedication of the loggers who helped to build 

this country.
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Book Description

The history of logging railroads in the United States is a 

fascinating  one  that  spans  over  a  century.  These 

railroads played a vital role in the development of the 

country,  transporting  vast  quantities  of  timber  from 

the forests to the mills and markets.

The first logging railroads were built in the early 1800s, 

and  they  quickly  became  an  essential  part  of  the 

logging  industry.  By  the  late  1800s,  there  were  over 

100,000 miles of logging railroads in the United States. 

These railroads were used to transport logs from the 

forests  to  the  mills,  where  they  were  processed  into 

lumber.

The  logging  railroads  were  a  major  factor  in  the 

development of the American economy. They helped to 

open up new areas of  the country to settlement and 

development.  They  also  played  a  vital  role  in  the 

growth of the lumber industry, which was one of the 
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most important industries in the United States at the 

time.

The logging railroads were a dangerous place to work. 

The work was hard and the pay was low. Many loggers 

were injured or killed on the job. However, the loggers 

were a proud and independent group of men who were 

essential to the development of the United States.

The  logging  railroads  began  to  decline  in  the  early 

1900s,  as  the  lumber  industry  began to  move to  the 

Pacific  Northwest.  By  the  mid-1900s,  most  of  the 

logging railroads had been abandoned. However, a few 

logging railroads still operate today, and they continue 

to play a vital role in the logging industry.

Timber  by  Rail:  Logging  Railroads  of  the  United 

States is the definitive history of these railroads. This 

book tells the story of the men who built and operated 

the  logging  railroads,  and  the  vital  role  that  these 

railroads  played  in  the  development  of  the  United 

States. 
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Chapter  1:  The  Iron  Horse  and  the 

Timber Trail

The Rise of the Railroads

The  rise  of  the  railroads  in  the  United  States  was  a 

major  factor  in  the  development  of  the  logging 

industry. The first logging railroads were built in the 

early 1800s, and they quickly became an essential part 

of  the logging process.  By the late  1800s,  there were 

over 100,000 miles of  logging railroads in the United 

States.

The logging railroads were used to transport logs from 

the forests to the mills, where they were processed into 

lumber. The railroads made it possible to transport logs 

over long distances, which opened up new areas of the 

country to logging. The railroads also made it possible 

to transport logs to mills more quickly and efficiently, 

which reduced the cost of lumber.
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The rise  of  the railroads had a major impact  on the 

logging industry. The railroads made it possible to log 

larger areas of forest, and they also made it possible to 

log  forests  that  were  located  far  from  mills.  The 

railroads also made it possible to transport logs to mills 

more quickly and efficiently, which reduced the cost of 

lumber.

The  rise  of  the  railroads  was  a  major  factor  in  the 

development of the United States. The railroads helped 

to open up new areas of the country to settlement and 

development.  They  also  played  a  vital  role  in  the 

growth of the lumber industry, which was one of the 

most important industries in the United States at the 

time.
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Chapter  1:  The  Iron  Horse  and  the 

Timber Trail

The Early Logging Railroads of the US

The early logging railroads of the United States played 

a vital role in the development of the country's timber 

industry. These railroads were built  to transport logs 

from  the  forests  to  the  mills,  where  they  were 

processed into lumber. The first logging railroad was 

built in Maine in 1827, and by the early 1900s, there 

were  over  100,000  miles  of  logging  railroads  in  the 

United States.

The early logging railroads were a dangerous place to 

work. The work was hard and the pay was low. Many 

loggers were injured or killed on the job. However, the 

loggers were a proud and independent group of men 

who were essential to the development of the United 

States.
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The logging railroads were a major factor in the growth 

of the American economy. They helped to open up new 

areas  of  the  country  to  settlement  and development. 

They  also  played  a  vital  role  in  the  growth  of  the 

lumber industry, which was one of the most important 

industries in the United States at the time.

The  logging  railroads  began  to  decline  in  the  early 

1900s,  as  the  lumber  industry  began to  move to  the 

Pacific  Northwest.  By  the  mid-1900s,  most  of  the 

logging railroads had been abandoned. However, a few 

logging railroads still operate today, and they continue 

to play a vital role in the logging industry.

The early logging railroads of the United States are a 

reminder of the important role that railroads played in 

the  development  of  the  country.  They  are  also  a 

reminder  of  the  hard  work  and  dedication  of  the 

loggers who helped to build this country.
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Chapter  1:  The  Iron  Horse  and  the 

Timber Trail

The Technology of Logging Railroads

The  technology  of  logging  railroads  was  relatively 

simple,  but  it  was  also  very  effective.  The  railroads 

were  built  with  narrow-gauge  tracks,  which  allowed 

them  to  be  built  in  rugged  terrain.  The  locomotives 

were small and powerful,  and they could haul heavy 

loads of logs. The log cars were specially designed to 

carry  logs,  and  they  could  be  loaded  and  unloaded 

quickly and easily.

The logging railroads were a vital part of the logging 

industry.  They  allowed  the  loggers  to  transport  logs 

from the forests to the mills quickly and efficiently. The 

railroads  also  helped  to  open  up  new  areas  of  the 

country to logging.

The technology of logging railroads has changed little 

over  the  years.  The  railroads  are  still  built  with 
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narrow-gauge  tracks,  and  the  locomotives  are  still 

small and powerful. However, the log cars have been 

improved, and they can now be loaded and unloaded 

even more quickly and easily.

The logging railroads are still an important part of the 

logging industry today. They are used to transport logs 

from the forests to the mills, and they also help to open 

up new areas of the country to logging.

The technology of logging railroads is  a testament to 

the  ingenuity  of  the  loggers  who  built  them.  The 

railroads are a vital part of the logging industry, and 

they have helped to make the United States one of the 

leading producers of timber in the world.

The Locomotives

The locomotives used on logging railroads were small 

and powerful. They were typically powered by steam, 

but  some  were  also  powered  by  diesel  fuel.  The 
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locomotives had to be able to haul heavy loads of logs, 

and they had to be able to operate on steep grades.

The most common type of locomotive used on logging 

railroads  was the Shay locomotive.  Shay locomotives 

were articulated locomotives,  which means that  they 

had  a  flexible  frame  that  allowed  them  to  navigate 

curves. Shay locomotives were also very powerful, and 

they could haul heavy loads of logs.

Other types of  locomotives used on logging railroads 

included  the  Heisler  locomotive  and  the  Climax 

locomotive.  Heisler  locomotives  were  geared 

locomotives,  which  means  that  they  had  gears  that 

allowed  them  to  operate  on  steep  grades.  Climax 

locomotives  were  also  geared  locomotives,  and  they 

were known for their ability to operate on very steep 

grades.
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The Log Cars

The log cars used on logging railroads were specially 

designed to carry logs. The cars were typically made of 

wood, and they had a flatbed that was used to hold the 

logs. The cars were also equipped with stakes that were 

used to keep the logs in place.

The log cars were loaded and unloaded using a variety 

of methods. One common method was to use a jammer. 

A jammer was a machine that lifted the logs onto the 

cars. Another common method was to use a peavey. A 

peavey was a long pole with a hook on the end that was 

used to roll the logs onto the cars.

The Tracks

The  tracks  used  on  logging  railroads  were  typically 

narrow-gauge. Narrow-gauge tracks are narrower than 

standard-gauge tracks, and they are easier to build in 

rugged terrain.  The  tracks  were  also  made of  wood, 

and they were laid on top of wooden ties.
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The  tracks  were  built  in  a  variety  of  ways.  One 

common method was to use a track-laying machine. A 

track-laying  machine  was  a  machine  that  laid  the 

tracks in place. Another common method was to use a 

hand-laying  method.  A  hand-laying  method  was  a 

method in which the tracks were laid by hand.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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