
The  History  of  French  Louisiana: 

Discovering  the  Roots  of  the  Cajun 

Culture

Introduction

Louisiana is a state with a rich and diverse culture, and 

the Cajun people are an integral part of that culture. 

Cajuns  are  descendants  of  French-speaking  settlers 

who migrated to  Louisiana from Canada in  the 18th 

century.  They have preserved their  unique language, 

music,  and cuisine,  and they continue to play a vital 

role in the state's economy and culture.

This  book  explores  the  history  of  the  Cajun  people, 

from their origins in France to their present-day status 

as a thriving community in Louisiana. It discusses the 

challenges they have faced, the contributions they have 
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made, and the ways in which their culture has evolved 

over time.

The Cajun people have a  strong sense of  community 

and identity. They are proud of their heritage and their 

culture,  and they are always willing to share it  with 

others. They are also known for their hospitality and 

their love of life.

This book is a celebration of the Cajun people and their 

culture.  It  is  a  must-read  for  anyone  who  wants  to 

learn  more  about  Louisiana's  unique  and  vibrant 

heritage.

In addition to the history of the Cajun people, this book 

also includes information on Cajun culture, including 

their language, music, and cuisine. It also discusses the 

challenges facing the Cajun community today, such as 

the  loss  of  their  language  and  the  erosion  of  their 

traditional way of life.
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This  book  is  an  important  resource  for  anyone  who 

wants to learn more about the Cajun people and their 

culture.  It  is  a  valuable  addition  to  any  library  on 

Louisiana history and culture.
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Book Description

The  History  of  French  Louisiana:  Discovering  the 

Roots of the Cajun Culture explores the history of the 

Cajun  people,  from  their  origins  in  France  to  their 

present-day  status  as  a  thriving  community  in 

Louisiana. It discusses the challenges they have faced, 

the  contributions  they  have  made,  and  the  ways  in 

which their culture has evolved over time.

The Cajun people are descendants of French-speaking 

settlers who migrated to Louisiana from Canada in the 

18th  century.  They  have  preserved  their  unique 

language, music, and cuisine, and they continue to play 

a vital role in the state's economy and culture.

This book is a celebration of the Cajun people and their 

culture.  It  is  a  must-read  for  anyone  who  wants  to 

learn  more  about  Louisiana's  unique  and  vibrant 

heritage.
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In addition to the history of the Cajun people, this book 

also includes information on Cajun culture, including 

their language, music, and cuisine. It also discusses the 

challenges facing the Cajun community today, such as 

the  loss  of  their  language  and  the  erosion  of  their 

traditional way of life.

This  book  is  an  important  resource  for  anyone  who 

wants to learn more about the Cajun people and their 

culture.  It  is  a  valuable  addition  to  any  library  on 

Louisiana history and culture.

About the Author

Pasquale De Marco is a historian and author who has 

written  extensively  about  Louisiana  history  and 

culture.  He  is  a  native  of  Louisiana  and  has  a  deep 

appreciation for the Cajun people and their culture.
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Chapter 1: The French Colonial Era

1. French Exploration of Louisiana

The  French  were  the  first  Europeans  to  explore 

Louisiana. In 1682, René-Robert Cavelier,  Sieur de La 

Salle, sailed down the Mississippi River and claimed the 

entire  Mississippi  Valley  for  France.  He  named  the 

territory Louisiana in honor of King Louis XIV.

Over  the  next  century,  the  French  established  a 

number  of  settlements  in  Louisiana,  including  New 

Orleans,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Natchitoches.  They  also 

explored the region's interior, and they made contact 

with the Native American tribes who lived there.

The French were interested in Louisiana for a number 

of reasons. They saw it as a potential source of wealth, 

and they hoped to establish a trade network with the 

Native  Americans.  They  also  saw  Louisiana  as  a 

strategic military outpost, and they hoped to use it to 

control the Mississippi River and the Gulf of Mexico.
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The French exploration of  Louisiana had a profound 

impact on the region. The French introduced new crops 

and animals to Louisiana, and they helped to develop 

the region's economy. They also established a number 

of institutions, including schools and churches, which 

helped to shape the culture of Louisiana.

The French colonial era in Louisiana came to an end in 

1803,  when  France  sold  the  territory  to  the  United 

States. However, the French legacy in Louisiana is still 

evident today. The state's culture is a blend of French 

and American influences, and many of the state's place 

names are of French origin.
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Chapter 1: The French Colonial Era

2. The Founding of New Orleans

New Orleans, the largest city in Louisiana, was founded 

in  1718  by  Jean-Baptiste  Le  Moyne  de  Bienville. 

Bienville was the governor of French Louisiana at the 

time, and he chose the site of New Orleans because of 

its strategic location on the Mississippi River.

New Orleans quickly became a major center of trade 

and commerce. It was a gateway to the interior of the 

continent, and it was also a major port for the export of 

agricultural  products.  New  Orleans  also  became  a 

center of French culture and society in the New World.

The city grew rapidly in the 18th century, and by the 

time  of  the  American  Revolution,  it  was  one  of  the 

largest  and  most  important  cities  in  North  America. 

New Orleans was also a major center of the slave trade, 

and it was home to a large population of free people of 

color.
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In the 19th century,  New Orleans continued to  grow 

and prosper.  It  became a major center of  the cotton 

trade,  and  it  also  became  a  major  center  of 

immigration. New Orleans was also a major center of 

the Civil War, and it was occupied by Union forces for 

much of the war.

After  the  Civil  War,  New Orleans  continued to  grow 

and  prosper.  It  became  a  major  center  of  the  oil 

industry, and it also became a major center of tourism. 

New Orleans is today one of the most popular tourist 

destinations in the United States.

New Orleans is a city with a rich and diverse history. It 

is  a  city  that  has  been  shaped  by  many  different 

cultures, and it is a city that is constantly evolving. New 

Orleans is a city that is full of life and culture, and it is a 

city that is always worth visiting.
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Chapter 1: The French Colonial Era

3. French Colonial Society

French colonial society in Louisiana was a complex and 

hierarchical system that was based on the principles of 

feudalism.  At  the  top  of  the  social  ladder  were  the 

French colonial  officials,  who were appointed by the 

governor  of  Louisiana.  These  officials  included  the 

lieutenant  governor,  the  attorney  general,  the 

treasurer, and the secretary of the colony.

Below the colonial officials were the French planters, 

who owned large tracts of land and enslaved African 

Americans to work their plantations. The planters were 

the economic elite of French colonial society, and they 

enjoyed a privileged lifestyle.

Next  in  the  social  hierarchy  were  the  French 

merchants, who owned businesses in the colony. The 

merchants  were  not  as  wealthy  as  the  planters,  but 

they were still considered to be part of the upper class.
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Below the  merchants  were  the  French artisans,  who 

worked  in  skilled  trades  such  as  carpentry, 

blacksmithing,  and  tailoring.  The  artisans  were 

considered to be part of the middle class.

At the bottom of the social ladder were the enslaved 

Africans, who were brought to Louisiana from Africa to 

work on the plantations.  The enslaved Africans were 

not  considered  to  be  human  beings  by  the  French 

colonists, and they were treated as property.

French  colonial  society  was  a  harsh  and  oppressive 

system for the enslaved Africans. They were forced to 

work  long  hours  in  the  fields,  and  they  were  often 

beaten  and  abused  by  their  masters.  The  enslaved 

Africans  also  lived  in  fear  of  being  sold  away  from 

their families.

Despite the hardships they faced, the enslaved Africans 

managed to maintain their own culture and traditions. 

They spoke their own languages, sang their own songs, 

and  practiced  their  own  religions.  The  enslaved 
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Africans also resisted their oppressors in a variety of 

ways,  including running away from their plantations 

and staging revolts.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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