
Arts & Crafts Made Homely

Introduction

Gustav  Stickley,  a  visionary  designer  and  a  leading 

figure in the American Arts & Crafts movement, left an 

indelible mark on the world of design and architecture. 

His  philosophy  of  simplicity,  honesty,  and 

craftsmanship  continues  to  inspire  designers  and 

homeowners to this day.

Stickley's  furniture,  known for its  clean lines,  simple 

forms, and emphasis on natural materials, has become 

synonymous with the Arts & Crafts style.  His designs 

were  a  rejection  of  the  ornate  and  over-decorated 

Victorian styles that were popular at the time. Instead, 

he sought to create furniture that was both beautiful 

and functional, furniture that would fit seamlessly into 

the American home.

1



Stickley's influence extended beyond furniture design. 

He was also a  passionate advocate for  the American 

home as a place of  beauty and comfort.  He believed 

that the home should be a reflection of the individual's 

personality and values. Stickley's ideas about the home 

and  its  furnishings  had  a  profound  impact  on 

American culture and helped to  shape the American 

aesthetic.

In  this  book,  we  will  explore  the  life  and  work  of 

Gustav Stickley and his significant contributions to the 

Arts & Crafts movement. We will  examine his design 

philosophy, his major works, and his lasting legacy. We 

will  also  explore  the  enduring  appeal  of  Stickley's 

furniture and how it continues to inspire designers and 

homeowners today.

Join us on a journey into the world of Gustav Stickley, a 

master craftsman and a visionary designer who helped 

to define the American aesthetic. Discover the beauty 
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and simplicity  of  Stickley's  work and learn how you 

can incorporate his ideas into your own home.

Whether you are a longtime admirer of Stickley's work 

or new to the Arts & Crafts movement, this book will 

provide you with a deeper understanding of Stickley's 

design principles and their relevance to contemporary 

design. Through stunning photography and insightful 

commentary,  we  will  explore  the  timeless  appeal  of 

Stickley's  furniture  and  how  it  can  bring  warmth, 

beauty, and functionality to your home.
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Book Description

In  the  early  20th  century,  a  new  design  movement 

emerged that  sought  to  break away from the  ornate 

and  over-decorated  styles  of  the  Victorian  era.  This 

movement,  known  as  the  Arts  &  Crafts  movement, 

emphasized  simplicity,  honesty,  and  craftsmanship. 

One of the leading figures of this movement was Gustav 

Stickley,  a  visionary  designer  who  left  an  indelible 

mark on the world of design and architecture.

Stickley's  furniture,  known for its  clean lines,  simple 

forms,  and  emphasis  on  natural  materials,  quickly 

became synonymous with the Arts & Crafts style. His 

designs were a breath of fresh air in a design world 

that had become dominated by mass-produced, factory-

made  furniture.  Stickley's  furniture  was  handcrafted 

using traditional  techniques and the finest  materials, 

resulting  in  pieces  that  were  both  beautiful  and 

durable.
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Beyond  his  furniture  designs,  Stickley  was  also  a 

passionate advocate for the American home as a place 

of  beauty  and  comfort.  He  believed  that  the  home 

should  be  a  reflection of  the  individual's  personality 

and  values.  Stickley's  ideas  about  the  home  and  its 

furnishings  had  a  profound  impact  on  American 

culture and helped to shape the American aesthetic.

This book explores the life and work of Gustav Stickley 

and his  significant  contributions to  the Arts  & Crafts 

movement.  Through  stunning  photography  and 

insightful commentary, we delve into Stickley's design 

philosophy, his major works, and his lasting legacy. We 

also explore the enduring appeal of Stickley's furniture 

and  how  it  continues  to  inspire  designers  and 

homeowners today.

Whether you are a longtime admirer of Stickley's work 

or new to the Arts & Crafts movement, this book will 

provide you with a deeper understanding of Stickley's 

design principles and their relevance to contemporary 
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design. Discover the beauty and simplicity of Stickley's 

work and learn how you can incorporate his ideas into 

your own home.

From his early influences to his major contributions to 

the  Arts  &  Crafts  movement,  this  book  offers  a 

comprehensive  look  at  the  life  and  work  of  Gustav 

Stickley.  With  stunning  photography  and  engaging 

narrative,  this  book  is  a  must-have  for  anyone 

interested in American design, furniture history, or the 

Arts & Crafts movement.
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Chapter  1:  A  Journey  into  the  Arts  & 

Crafts Era

The birth of the Arts & Crafts movement

The Arts & Crafts movement emerged in the late 19th 

century  as  a  reaction  against  the  excesses  of  the 

Victorian era.  During this  time,  there was a  growing 

dissatisfaction with the mass-produced, machine-made 

goods that were flooding the market. People longed for 

a  return  to  simpler  times,  when  goods  were 

handcrafted with care and attention to detail.

The  Arts  &  Crafts  movement  was  inspired  by  the 

writings  of  John  Ruskin  and  William  Morris,  who 

argued that beauty and utility should go hand in hand. 

They believed that the best way to achieve this was to 

revive traditional methods of craftsmanship and to use 

natural materials.

The Arts & Crafts movement quickly spread throughout 

Europe  and  North  America,  and  it  had  a  profound 
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impact  on  the  world  of  design  and  architecture.  It 

inspired a new generation of designers and artists to 

create  beautiful  and  functional  objects  that  were  in 

harmony with the natural world.

One of the most important figures in the Arts & Crafts 

movement  was  Gustav  Stickley.  Stickley  was  a 

furniture maker who was known for his simple, well-

crafted furniture. He believed that furniture should be 

made to last and that it should reflect the individual's 

personality and values.

Stickley's work had a major impact on the development 

of  the  Arts  &  Crafts  movement  in  America.  His 

furniture was popular with both the middle class and 

the wealthy,  and it  helped to make the Arts & Crafts 

style one of the most popular styles of the early 20th 

century.

The  Arts  &  Crafts  movement  declined  in  popularity 

after  the  First  World  War,  but  it  has  experienced  a 

revival  in  recent  years.  Today,  there  is  a  growing 
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appreciation  for  the  beauty  and simplicity  of  Arts  & 

Crafts furniture and other objects.

The Arts & Crafts movement was a significant cultural 

movement that had a lasting impact on the world of 

design and architecture. Its emphasis on beauty, utility, 

and craftsmanship continues to inspire designers and 

homeowners to this day.
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Chapter  1:  A  Journey  into  the  Arts  & 

Crafts Era

The philosophy behind the movement

The Arts & Crafts movement was a reaction against the 

excesses  of  Victorian  design.  It  sought  to  return  to 

simpler  forms  and  more  natural  materials.  The 

movement was inspired by the writings of John Ruskin 

and William Morris, who argued that beauty and utility 

should go hand in hand.

Ruskin believed that art should be honest and truthful, 

and that  it  should  reflect  the  natural  world.  He also 

believed that art should be accessible to everyone, not 

just  the  wealthy.  Morris  was  a  designer,  writer,  and 

socialist who believed that art should be produced by 

hand, not by machine. He also believed that art should 

be beautiful and useful, and that it should reflect the 

culture and traditions of the people who made it.

10



The Arts & Crafts movement had a profound impact on 

design  and  architecture.  It  led  to  a  renewed 

appreciation for traditional crafts and materials. It also 

led to the development of new design principles, such 

as the use of simple, geometric forms and the emphasis 

on functionality.

The philosophy of the Arts & Crafts movement is still 

relevant  today.  In  a  world  that  is  increasingly 

dominated by mass-produced goods, there is a growing 

desire  for  handmade,  unique  items.  There  is  also  a 

growing awareness of the importance of sustainability 

and  the  environment.  The  Arts  &  Crafts  movement 

offers  a  model  for  how we can create  beautiful  and 

sustainable  products  that  are  also  affordable  and 

accessible.

The principles of the Arts & Crafts movement:

 Honesty: Arts & Crafts objects were made from 

natural  materials  and  construction  methods 

were honest and straightforward.
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 Simplicity: Arts & Crafts objects were simple in 

form and decoration.

 Utility: Arts & Crafts objects were designed to be 

useful and functional.

 Beauty: Arts & Crafts objects were designed to be 

beautiful and pleasing to the eye.

 Individuality:  Arts  &  Crafts  objects  were  often 

handmade and unique.

The Arts & Crafts movement was a significant force in 

the  development  of  modern  design.  Its  principles 

continue to inspire designers and makers today.
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Chapter  1:  A  Journey  into  the  Arts  & 

Crafts Era

Key figures and their contributions

In  the  early  20th  century,  a  group  of  visionary 

designers and artisans emerged, leading the charge for 

a  new  aesthetic  movement  that  would  come  to  be 

known  as  the  Arts  &  Crafts  movement.  These 

individuals,  each  with  their  unique  talents  and 

perspectives,  played  a  pivotal  role  in  shaping  the 

movement's philosophy and design principles, leaving 

an indelible mark on the world of art and design.

One of the most prominent figures of the Arts & Crafts 

movement  was  William  Morris,  a  British  designer, 

writer, and socialist. Morris was a staunch advocate for 

social reform and believed that art and design should 

be  accessible  to  all.  He  established the  Morris  &  Co. 

firm, which produced a wide range of decorative arts, 

including  furniture,  textiles,  and  wallpaper.  Morris's 
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designs were characterized by their intricate patterns 

and  vibrant  colors,  often  inspired  by  medieval  and 

nature motifs.

Another key figure of the Arts & Crafts movement was 

John Ruskin, an English art critic and social reformer. 

Ruskin's  writings  on  art  and  architecture  had  a 

profound influence on the movement. He argued that 

art should be honest and truthful, reflecting the natural 

world  and  the  beauty  of  everyday  objects.  Ruskin's 

ideas inspired many artists and designers to reject the 

elaborate  ornamentation  of  Victorian  design  and 

embrace simpler, more functional forms.

In the United States, the Arts & Crafts movement found 

its champion in Gustav Stickley, a furniture maker and 

publisher.  Stickley  was  deeply  influenced  by  Morris 

and  Ruskin's  ideas,  and  he  incorporated  their 

principles into his own work. Stickley's furniture was 

known for its simple lines, clean forms, and emphasis 

on natural materials, such as oak and cherry. He also 
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paid  meticulous  attention  to  craftsmanship,  ensuring 

that each piece was made to the highest standards.

Other notable figures of  the Arts & Crafts  movement 

included Charles Rennie Mackintosh, an architect and 

designer  from  Scotland,  and  Elbert  Hubbard,  an 

American writer and publisher. Mackintosh's work was 

characterized  by  its  geometric  patterns  and  Art 

Nouveau influences, while Hubbard's writings helped 

to spread the ideals of the Arts & Crafts movement to a 

wider audience.

Together, these key figures and many others played a 

crucial  role  in  shaping  the  Arts  &  Crafts  movement, 

creating  a  new  aesthetic  that  emphasized  beauty, 

simplicity,  and  functionality.  Their  contributions 

continue to inspire designers and artists to this day.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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