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Introduction

Hollywood has been the center of the film industry for 

over a century, and its influence on American culture 

has been profound. From the Golden Age of Hollywood 

to the present day, Hollywood films have entertained, 

informed, and inspired audiences around the world.

In  this  book,  we  will  take  a  look  at  the  history  of 

Hollywood, from its humble beginnings to its current 

status as a global entertainment powerhouse. We will 

explore the impact of Hollywood on American culture, 

and we will examine the future of the film industry.

Hollywood  was  founded  in  the  early  1900s,  when  a 

group  of  filmmakers  moved  from  New  York  to  Los 

Angeles to take advantage of the city's sunny weather 

and beautiful scenery. The first Hollywood films were 
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short, silent films, but they quickly grew in popularity. 

By  the  1920s,  Hollywood  was  producing  full-length 

feature  films,  and  the  stars  of  these  films  became 

household names.

The Golden Age of Hollywood lasted from the 1930s to 

the 1950s, and it was during this time that Hollywood 

produced  some  of  its  most  iconic  films.  These  films 

included  classics  such  as  Casablanca,  Gone  with  the 

Wind,  and  The  Wizard  of  Oz.  The  Golden  Age  of 

Hollywood also saw the rise of the studio system, which 

gave Hollywood studios a great deal of control over the 

production and distribution of films.

The studio system began to decline in the 1960s, and 

this  led  to  a  new  era  of  filmmaking.  Independent 

filmmakers  began  to  produce  more  and  more  films, 

and  these  films  often  challenged  the  conventions  of 

Hollywood filmmaking. The 1960s and 1970s also saw 

the  rise  of  the  New  Hollywood  movement,  which 
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produced films that were more realistic and gritty than 

the films of the Golden Age of Hollywood.

In the 1980s,  Hollywood began to produce more and 

more blockbuster  films.  These films were big-budget, 

action-packed films that were designed to appeal to a 

wide audience. Blockbuster films became increasingly 

common in the 1990s and 2000s, and they continue to 

be a major force in the film industry today.

The rise of digital technology has had a major impact 

on  the  film  industry.  Digital  technology  has  made  it 

easier to produce and distribute films, and it has also 

led  to  the  rise  of  new  platforms  for  watching  films. 

Streaming  services  such  as  Netflix  and  Hulu  have 

become  increasingly  popular,  and  they  are  giving 

traditional movie theaters a run for their money.

The  future  of  Hollywood is  uncertain.  However,  one 

thing is for sure: Hollywood will continue to be a major 

force  in  the  entertainment  industry.  Hollywood  is 

constantly evolving, and it is adapting to the changing 
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needs of audiences.  As long as there are people who 

want  to  be  entertained,  Hollywood  will  continue  to 

produce films.
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Book Description

Publisher's Cuts is a comprehensive overview of the 

history of Hollywood, from its humble beginnings to its 

current status as a global entertainment powerhouse. 

The  book  explores  the  impact  of  Hollywood  on 

American  culture,  and  it  examines  the  future  of  the 

film industry.

Publisher's Cuts is divided into ten chapters, each of 

which covers a different aspect of Hollywood's history. 

The first chapter provides an overview of the Golden 

Age of Hollywood, while the second chapter examines 

the impact of the Hays Code on Hollywood films. The 

third chapter discusses the rise of the New Hollywood 

movement, and the fourth chapter examines the rise of 

the blockbuster film.

The  fifth  chapter  of  Publisher's  Cuts explores  the 

impact of digital technology on the film industry, while 

the sixth chapter examines the rise of the independent 
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film  movement.  The  seventh  chapter  discusses  the 

globalization  of  Hollywood,  and  the  eighth  chapter 

examines the future of the film industry.

Publisher's  Cuts is  a  valuable  resource  for  anyone 

who is interested in the history of Hollywood. The book 

is written in a clear and concise style, and it is packed 

with information.  Publisher's Cuts is a must-read for 

anyone  who  wants  to  understand  the  impact  of 

Hollywood on American culture.

Pasquale De Marco is a film historian and critic.  He 

has written extensively about the history of Hollywood, 

and  he  is  a  regular  contributor  to  several  film 

magazines.  Pasquale De Marco is a leading expert on 

the history of  Hollywood, and his book is  a valuable 

contribution to the field. 
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Chapter  1:  The  Golden  Age  of 

Hollywood

The rise of the studio system

The  rise  of  the  studio  system  in  Hollywood  was  a 

gradual process that began in the early 1900s. At first, 

filmmakers  were  independent  producers  who  made 

films on a project-by-project basis. However, as the film 

industry  grew,  it  became  increasingly  difficult  for 

independent  filmmakers  to  compete  with  the  major 

studios.

The major studios had a number of  advantages over 

independent  filmmakers.  They  had  access  to  more 

capital, which allowed them to produce higher-quality 

films. They also had their own distribution networks, 

which  allowed  them  to  get  their  films  into  theaters 

across the country.

As  a  result  of  these  advantages,  the  major  studios 

quickly  came  to  dominate  the  film  industry.  By  the 
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1930s,  the  five  major  studios—Paramount,  Warner 

Bros., MGM, RKO, and Fox—controlled over 90% of the 

film market.

The studio system had a major impact on the way that 

films were made in Hollywood. The studios had a strict 

set  of  rules  and  regulations  that  filmmakers  had  to 

follow. These rules and regulations ensured that films 

were  made  according  to  the  studios'  standards  of 

quality and taste.

The  studio  system  also  had  a  major  impact  on  the 

careers of actors and directors. The studios had a stable 

of actors and directors under contract, and they could 

assign them to projects as they saw fit. This system gave 

the  studios  a  great  deal  of  control  over  the  creative 

process.

The  studio  system  lasted  for  several  decades,  but  it 

began  to  decline  in  the  1950s.  A  number  of  factors 

contributed  to  the  decline  of  the  studio  system, 

including the rise of television, the decline of the movie 
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theater  industry,  and  the  growing  power  of 

independent filmmakers.

By the 1960s, the studio system was dead. Independent 

filmmakers had taken over the film industry, and they 

were  producing  films  that  were  more  diverse  and 

challenging  than  the  films  of  the  Golden  Age  of 

Hollywood.

9



Chapter  1:  The  Golden  Age  of 

Hollywood

The birth of the star system

The star system is a central feature of the Hollywood 

film industry. It is a system in which a small number of 

actors and actresses are given preferential  treatment 

and are paid much more than other actors.  The star 

system developed in the early days of Hollywood, when 

the film industry was still in its infancy.

The  first  stars  were  silent  film  actors  and  actresses. 

These actors and actresses were often chosen for their 

physical beauty and their ability to emote on camera. 

As the film industry grew, the star system became more 

and more important. Studios began to sign actors and 

actresses  to  long-term  contracts,  and  they  began  to 

promote these actors and actresses as stars.

The star system reached its peak in the Golden Age of 

Hollywood, which lasted from the 1930s to the 1950s. 
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During this time, the studios had a great deal of control 

over  the  careers  of  their  stars.  Stars  were  often 

required  to  sign  morality  clauses,  which  prevented 

them  from  engaging  in  any  behavior  that  could 

damage  their  public  image.  Stars  were  also  often 

required  to  make  personal  appearances  and  to  give 

interviews.

The star system began to decline in the 1960s, as the 

studios began to lose power. Independent filmmakers 

began to produce more and more films, and these films 

often featured unknown actors and actresses. The rise 

of television also contributed to the decline of the star 

system, as viewers began to watch more television than 

movies.

Today, the star system is still a part of the Hollywood 

film industry, but it is not as powerful as it once was. 

Stars are still paid more than other actors, but they are 

no longer  given the same level  of  control  over  their 
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careers. Stars are also more likely to be known for their 

work on television than for their work in films.

The  star  system  has  had  a  major  impact  on  the 

Hollywood film industry.  Stars  have  helped  to  make 

Hollywood  films  more  popular,  and  they  have  also 

helped  to  create  a  sense  of  glamour  and  excitement 

around the film industry. However, the star system has 

also  led  to  a  number  of  problems,  including  the 

exploitation of actors and actresses and the creation of 

a culture of celebrity worship.
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Chapter  1:  The  Golden  Age  of 

Hollywood

The development of new genres

The  Golden  Age  of  Hollywood  was  a  time  of  great 

innovation  in  filmmaking.  During  this  period,  new 

genres emerged and flourished, expanding the range of 

stories that could be told on film.

One  of  the  most  significant  new  genres  to  emerge 

during the Golden Age of Hollywood was the gangster 

film. Gangster films were often violent and gritty, and 

they explored the dark side of American society. Some 

of the most famous gangster films of the era include 

The Public  Enemy (1931),  Scarface (1932),  and White 

Heat (1949).

Another  new genre  that  emerged  during  the  Golden 

Age of Hollywood was the screwball comedy. Screwball 

comedies  were  fast-paced  and  witty,  and  they  often 

featured strong female  characters.  Some of  the  most 
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famous  screwball  comedies  of  the  era  include  It 

Happened One Night (1934), The Lady Eve (1941), and 

Bringing Up Baby (1938).

The Western was another genre that flourished during 

the Golden Age of Hollywood. Westerns were often set 

in  the  American  frontier,  and  they  told  stories  of 

cowboys, outlaws, and Native Americans. Some of the 

most famous Westerns of  the era include Stagecoach 

(1939),  The  Searchers  (1956),  and  The  Magnificent 

Seven (1960).

The  horror  film  was  another  genre  that  gained 

popularity during the Golden Age of Hollywood. Horror 

films often explored the darker side of human nature, 

and they often featured supernatural elements. Some 

of  the  most  famous  horror  films  of  the  era  include 

Dracula (1931), Frankenstein (1931), and The Wolf Man 

(1941).

The development of new genres during the Golden Age 

of  Hollywood helped to  make this  period one of  the 
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most diverse and exciting in film history.  These new 

genres allowed filmmakers to explore a wide range of 

stories and themes, and they helped to shape the future 

of filmmaking.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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