
The  Laws  of  Humanity:  A  Study  of 

Conscience  in  the  American  Criminal 

Trial Jury

Introduction

The American criminal justice system is founded on the 

principle  that  every  person  is  innocent  until  proven 

guilty. This principle is enshrined in the United States 

Constitution, and it is the foundation of our entire legal 

system.

At the heart of the criminal justice system is the jury 

trial. A jury of ordinary citizens is tasked with deciding 

whether  a  defendant  is  guilty  or  not  guilty  of  the 

charges  against  them.  This  is  a  tremendous 

responsibility,  and  it  is  one  that  jurors  take  very 

seriously.
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Jurors  are  instructed  to  decide  cases  based  on  the 

evidence presented in court and the law as instructed 

by the judge. However, jurors are also free to use their 

own conscience in reaching a verdict. This means that 

jurors can consider their own moral and ethical beliefs 

when  deciding  whether  a  defendant  is  guilty  or  not 

guilty.

The  role  of  conscience  in  jury  decision-making  is  a 

complex and controversial issue. Some people believe 

that jurors should always follow their conscience, even 

if  it  means disregarding the law.  Others  believe that 

jurors should only consider the evidence and the law 

when reaching a verdict.

There is no easy answer to this question. The role of 

conscience  in  jury  decision-making  is  a  matter  of 

personal belief. However, it is important to remember 

that jurors are sworn to uphold the law. This means 

that  they  must  consider  the  evidence  and  the  law 

before they can reach a verdict.
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The  role  of  conscience  in  jury  decision-making  is  a 

fascinating and important topic.  It  is a topic that has 

been debated for centuries, and it is a topic that will 

continue to be debated for many years to come.

In this book, we will explore the role of conscience in 

jury decision-making. We will examine the history of 

the  jury  system,  the  nature  of  conscience,  and  the 

challenges  that  jurors  face  when  they  are  asked  to 

decide  a  case.  We  will  also  consider  the  impact  of 

conscience on jury nullification, the death penalty, and 

nonviolent offenses.

We hope that this book will shed light on the role of 

conscience in jury decision-making and that it will help 

to inform the public debate about this important issue.
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Book Description

In  this  thought-provoking  book,  we  delve  into  the 

complex  and  fascinating  role  of  conscience  in  jury 

decision-making  in  the  American  criminal  justice 

system. We explore the history of the jury system, the 

nature  of  conscience,  and  the  challenges  that  jurors 

face when they are asked to decide a case.

The  book  begins  by  examining  the  historical 

development of  the jury system in America,  from its 

origins in English common law to its enshrinement in 

the  United  States  Constitution.  We  then  explore  the 

philosophical  and  psychological  perspectives  on 

conscience, and the role of empathy and compassion in 

moral decision-making.

We also consider the challenges that jurors face when 

they  are  asked  to  decide  a  case.  These  challenges 

include the difficulty  of  understanding complex legal 

concepts, the emotional toll of hearing testimony about 
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graphic or disturbing crimes, and the pressure to reach 

a unanimous verdict.

We  then  turn  our  attention  to  the  specific  role  of 

conscience  in  jury  decision-making.  We examine  the 

concept  of  jury  nullification,  the  practice  of  jurors 

acquitting  a  defendant  even  when  the  evidence 

suggests guilt, and the ethical and legal arguments for 

and against this practice. We also consider the role of 

conscience in capital cases, and the moral and ethical 

arguments for and against the death penalty.

Finally,  we  look  to  the  future  of  conscience  in  the 

American  criminal  justice  system.  We  consider  the 

challenges  facing  the  system,  such  as  the  increasing 

complexity of  cases and the growing diversity of  the 

American  population.  We  also  discuss  the  need  for 

public  awareness  and  education  about  the  role  of 

conscience in jury decision-making.

This book is a timely and important contribution to the 

debate about the role of  conscience in jury decision-
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making. It is essential reading for anyone interested in 

the American criminal justice system, the jury system, 

or the role of conscience in moral decision-making.
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Chapter 1: The Evolution of Conscience 

in American Criminal Trials

The concept  of  conscience in  the  American 

legal system

Conscience  is  a  fundamental  aspect  of  the  American 

legal system. It is the inner sense of right and wrong 

that guides our moral  decision-making.  Conscience is 

not simply a matter of personal opinion; it is grounded 

in  our  shared  values  and  beliefs  about  justice  and 

fairness.

The concept of conscience has been a part of American 

law since the founding of the nation. The Declaration of 

Independence  states  that  all  men  are  endowed  with 

certain unalienable rights,  including the right  to  life, 

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. These rights are 

not granted by the government;  they are inherent in 

our nature as human beings.

7



The concept of conscience is also reflected in the United 

States  Constitution.  The First  Amendment  guarantees 

the free exercise of religion, which includes the right to 

act  in  accordance  with  one's  conscience.  The  Sixth 

Amendment  guarantees  the  right  to  a  trial  by  jury, 

which is  a  body of  ordinary citizens who are tasked 

with  deciding  whether  a  defendant  is  guilty  or  not 

guilty of the charges against them. Jurors are instructed 

to  decide  cases  based  on  the  evidence  presented  in 

court and the law as instructed by the judge. However, 

jurors  are  also  free  to  use  their  own  conscience  in 

reaching a verdict.

The  role  of  conscience  in  jury  decision-making  is  a 

complex and controversial issue. Some people believe 

that jurors should always follow their conscience, even 

if  it  means disregarding the law.  Others  believe that 

jurors should only consider the evidence and the law 

when reaching a verdict.
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There is no easy answer to this question. The role of 

conscience  in  jury  decision-making  is  a  matter  of 

personal belief. However, it is important to remember 

that jurors are sworn to uphold the law. This means 

that  they  must  consider  the  evidence  and  the  law 

before they can reach a verdict.

Conscience is a powerful force in the American legal 

system. It is a reminder that our laws are not simply a 

set  of  abstract  rules;  they  are  rooted  in  our  shared 

values and beliefs about justice and fairness.
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Chapter 1: The Evolution of Conscience 

in American Criminal Trials

The  historical  development  of  the  jury 

system in America

The  jury  system  is  a  cornerstone  of  the  American 

criminal justice system. It is a system in which a group 

of ordinary citizens are selected to hear the evidence in 

a case and to decide whether the defendant is guilty or 

not  guilty.  The  jury  system  has  its  roots  in  English 

common law,  and it  was  brought  to  America  by  the 

English colonists.

The  first  jury  trial  in  America  was  held  in  1638  in 

Massachusetts.  The  case  involved  a  man  who  was 

accused  of  stealing  a  pig.  The  jury  found  the  man 

guilty, and he was sentenced to be whipped.

Over time, the jury system became more widespread in 

America.  By  the  time of  the  American Revolution,  it 
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was the standard method for trying criminal cases. The 

jury  system  was  also  included  in  the  United  States 

Constitution, which guarantees the right to a trial  by 

jury in all criminal cases.

The jury system has undergone some changes over the 

years. For example, the size of juries has been reduced 

from  12  to  6  in  many  states.  Additionally,  the 

requirement that juries reach a unanimous verdict has 

been eliminated in some states.

Despite these changes, the jury system remains a vital 

part  of  the  American criminal  justice  system.  It  is  a 

system  that  is  based  on  the  principle  that  ordinary 

citizens are capable of deciding whether a defendant is 

guilty or not guilty.

The jury system has been praised for its fairness and its 

ability to protect  the rights of  the accused.  However, 

the jury system has also been criticized for being slow 

and  expensive.  Additionally,  some  people  argue  that 

juries are not always representative of the community.
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Despite  these  criticisms,  the  jury  system  remains  a 

popular and important part of the American criminal 

justice  system.  It  is  a  system  that  is  based  on  the 

principle that ordinary citizens are capable of deciding 

whether a defendant is guilty or not guilty.
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Chapter 1: The Evolution of Conscience 

in American Criminal Trials

The  role  of  conscience  in  jury  decision-

making

The  role  of  conscience  in  jury  decision-making  is  a 

complex and controversial issue. Some people believe 

that jurors should always follow their conscience, even 

if  it  means disregarding the law.  Others  believe that 

jurors should only consider the evidence and the law 

when reaching a verdict.

There is no easy answer to this question. The role of 

conscience  in  jury  decision-making  is  a  matter  of 

personal belief. However, it is important to remember 

that jurors are sworn to uphold the law. This means 

that  they  must  consider  the  evidence  and  the  law 

before they can reach a verdict.
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In some cases, jurors may feel that the law is unjust or 

that it does not apply to the specific case before them. 

In these cases, jurors may choose to nullify the law by 

acquitting the defendant, even if the evidence suggests 

guilt. Jury nullification is a controversial practice, but it 

is  a  right  that  jurors  have in  the  American criminal 

justice system.

The role of conscience in jury decision-making is also 

important  in  capital  cases.  In  these  cases,  jurors  are 

asked  to  decide  whether  a  defendant  should  be 

sentenced  to  death.  This  is  a  difficult  and  emotional 

decision, and jurors must weigh the evidence and the 

law carefully before they can reach a verdict.

The  role  of  conscience  in  jury  decision-making  is  a 

complex and important issue. It is a topic that has been 

debated  for  centuries,  and  it  is  a  topic  that  will 

continue to be debated for many years to come.

In this chapter, we will explore the role of conscience 

in  jury  decision-making  in  more  detail.  We  will 
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examine the history of jury nullification, the moral and 

ethical  arguments  for  and  against  jury  nullification, 

and the impact of conscience on jury decision-making 

in capital cases.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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