
Lieder:  A  Musical  Journey  Through 

Franz Schubert's Beloved Songs

Introduction

Franz Schubert was a composer of the early Romantic 

era  who  produced  a  vast  body  of  music  in  a  short 

lifetime.  His  works  include  over  600  songs,  nine 

symphonies,  several  operas,  and  a  large  amount  of 

chamber and piano music. He is considered one of the 

greatest composers of all time, and his music continues 

to be performed and enjoyed by audiences around the 

world.

Schubert  was  born  in  Vienna,  Austria,  in  1797.  He 

showed  musical  talent  at  an  early  age  and  began 

studying music at the age of six. He quickly mastered 

the piano and the violin and began composing his own 

music. In 1813, he entered the Imperial Court Chapel 
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Choir,  where  he  studied  with  Antonio  Salieri,  the 

Kapellmeister.

After  leaving  the  choir  in  1817,  Schubert  began  his 

career  as  a  freelance  composer.  He  struggled 

financially at first, but he eventually gained recognition 

for his music. In 1823, he was appointed music director 

of  the  Musikverein,  a  prestigious  concert  society  in 

Vienna. He held this position until his death in 1828.

Schubert's music is characterized by its melodic beauty, 

harmonic  richness,  and  emotional  depth.  He  was  a 

master  of  the  Lied,  a  type  of  German  song,  and  he 

wrote some of the most famous and beloved songs in 

the repertoire. He also wrote a number of large-scale 

works,  including  symphonies,  operas,  and  chamber 

music.

Schubert's music has had a profound influence on later 

composers,  including  Robert  Schumann,  Johannes 

Brahms, and Gustav Mahler.  He is considered one of 

the most important composers of the Romantic era, and 
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his music continues to be enjoyed by audiences around 

the world.

In this book, we will explore Schubert's life and music 

in  detail.  We  will  examine  his  early  years,  his 

influences, and his struggles. We will also discuss his 

major works, including his songs, symphonies, operas, 

and  chamber  music.  Finally,  we  will  consider 

Schubert's legacy and his impact on later composers.
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Book Description

Franz Schubert was a musical genius who produced a 

vast body of work in a short lifetime. His compositions 

include  over  600  songs,  nine  symphonies,  several 

operas,  and  a  large  amount  of  chamber  and  piano 

music. He is considered one of the greatest composers 

of all  time, and his music continues to be performed 

and enjoyed by audiences around the world.

This comprehensive book explores Schubert's life and 

music  in  detail.  It  examines  his  early  years,  his 

influences, and his struggles. It also discusses his major 

works,  including  his  songs,  symphonies,  operas,  and 

chamber music. Finally, it considers Schubert's legacy 

and his impact on later composers.

Readers will gain a deep understanding of Schubert's 

music  and  its  significance  in  the  history  of  Western 

music.  They will  also learn about the composer's  life 
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and times, and the social and cultural context in which 

he worked.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in 

Schubert's music or the history of classical music. It is 

also a valuable resource for musicians, music students, 

and teachers.

In this book, you will:

 Explore  Schubert's  early  years,  his  influences, 

and his struggles

 Discuss  his  major  works,  including  his  songs, 

symphonies, operas, and chamber music

 Consider  Schubert's  legacy  and  his  impact  on 

later composers

 Gain a deep understanding of Schubert's music 

and  its  significance  in  the  history  of  Western 

music

 Learn about the composer's life and times, and 

the  social  and  cultural  context  in  which  he 

worked
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Whether you are a lifelong fan of Schubert's music or 

new  to  his  work,  this  book  will  provide  you  with  a 

comprehensive understanding and appreciation of one 

of the greatest composers of all time.

6



Chapter 1: Schubert's Early Years

Schubert's Childhood

Franz Schubert was born on January 31, 1797, in the 

Himmelpfortgrund district of Vienna, Austria. He was 

the  youngest  of  14  children  born  to  Franz  Theodor 

Schubert,  a  schoolmaster,  and  Elisabeth  Vietz. 

Schubert's  father  was  a  passionate  musician  who 

taught his son to play the violin and the piano at an 

early age. Schubert also sang in the choir at his local 

church.

Schubert  displayed  a  natural  talent  for  music  and 

quickly mastered the piano and the violin.  He began 

composing his own music at the age of 11, and by the 

age of 13, he had written his first symphony. Schubert's 

early  compositions  were  influenced  by  the  music  of 

Haydn, Mozart, and Beethoven.

In  1808,  Schubert  entered the  Imperial  Court  Chapel 

Choir, where he studied music with Antonio Salieri, the 
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Kapellmeister. Schubert remained in the choir for four 

years,  during  which time he  composed a  number of 

works, including masses, songs, and chamber music.

After  leaving  the  choir  in  1812,  Schubert  began  his 

career  as  a  freelance  composer.  He  struggled 

financially at first, but he eventually gained recognition 

for his music. In 1823, he was appointed music director 

of  the  Musikverein,  a  prestigious  concert  society  in 

Vienna. He held this position until his death in 1828.

Schubert's  childhood  was  a  time  of  great  musical 

development. He quickly mastered the piano and the 

violin, and he began composing his own music at an 

early age.  His early compositions were influenced by 

the  music  of  Haydn,  Mozart,  and  Beethoven,  but  he 

soon developed his own unique style.

Schubert's childhood was also a time of great personal 

hardship. He was the youngest of 14 children, and his 

family  was  often  struggling  financially.  Schubert's 

father died when he was 15 years old, and his mother 
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died when he was 19 years old. Schubert was forced to 

rely on the support of his friends and family in order to 

survive.

Despite the challenges he faced, Schubert continued to 

compose  music  throughout  his  childhood.  He  was  a 

prolific  composer,  and  he  wrote  a  large  number  of 

works in a variety of genres. His early works include 

songs,  chamber  music,  and  symphonies.  Schubert's 

music is characterized by its melodic beauty, harmonic 

richness, and emotional depth.
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Chapter 1: Schubert's Early Years

Schubert's Musical Education

Franz  Schubert  was  born  into  a  musical  family  in 

Vienna on January 31, 1797. His father, Franz Theodor 

Schubert,  was a schoolmaster and amateur musician. 

His mother, Elisabeth Vietz Schubert, was a housewife 

and  singer.  Schubert  had  eleven  siblings,  many  of 

whom also showed musical talent.

Schubert began his musical education at an early age. 

He received his first piano lessons from his father and 

later studied with Michael Holzer, the choirmaster of 

the local church. Schubert quickly mastered the piano 

and  began  composing  his  own  music  at  the  age  of 

eleven.

In  1808,  Schubert  entered  the  Stadtkonvikt,  a 

prestigious  boarding  school  in  Vienna.  The 

Stadtkonvikt  had  a  strong  musical  tradition,  and 

Schubert was able to further develop his musical skills 
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there. He studied composition with Antonio Salieri, the 

Kapellmeister of the Imperial Court Chapel, and he also 

sang in the school choir.

Schubert  left  the  Stadtkonvikt  in  1813,  but  he 

continued to study music with Salieri. He also began to 

attend concerts and operas,  and he met many of the 

leading  musicians  of  the  day.  In  1814,  Schubert 

composed his first symphony, and in 1815 he wrote his 

first opera.

Schubert's early musical education laid the foundation 

for his successful career as a composer. He learned the 

basics  of  music  theory  and  composition,  and  he 

developed  his  skills  as  a  pianist  and  singer.  He  also 

gained  exposure  to  a  wide  range  of  musical  styles, 

which helped him to develop his own unique voice as a 

composer.

Schubert's  musical  education  was  not  without  its 

challenges. He was often poor and had to work hard to 

support himself. He also struggled with depression and 
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anxiety. However, he never gave up on his music, and 

he eventually achieved great success.

Schubert's music is characterized by its melodic beauty, 

harmonic richness, and emotional depth. He wrote in a 

variety  of  genres,  including  symphonies,  operas, 

chamber  music,  and  songs.  Schubert's  songs  are 

particularly  famous  for  their  beauty  and 

expressiveness.  He  wrote  over  600  songs,  many  of 

which are considered to be among the greatest songs 

ever written.

Schubert died in Vienna on November 19, 1828, at the 

age  of  31.  He  was  a  prolific  composer,  and  he  left 

behind  a  large  body  of  work  that  continues  to  be 

enjoyed by audiences around the world.
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Chapter 1: Schubert's Early Years

Schubert's First Compositions

Franz Schubert was a child prodigy, displaying musical 

talent  at  an early  age.  He began composing his  own 

music  at  a  young  age,  and  his  earliest  known 

compositions  date  from  1810.  These  early  works 

include short piano pieces, songs, and a string quartet.

Schubert's early compositions show the influence of the 

classical  composers  he  admired,  such as  Mozart  and 

Haydn.  However,  he  also  began  to  develop  his  own 

unique style, characterized by its melodic beauty and 

harmonic richness.

One of  Schubert's  most  famous early compositions is 

the  song  "Gretchen  am  Spinnrade"  (Gretchen  at  the 

Spinning Wheel). This song was written in 1814 and is 

based on a poem by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe. The 

song is a beautiful and moving depiction of Gretchen's 

longing for her lost love, Faust.
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Another  important  early  composition  is  the  String 

Quartet in C major, D. 112. This quartet was written in 

1812 and is a complex and ambitious work that shows 

Schubert's mastery of counterpoint and harmony.

Schubert's  early  compositions  are  a  testament  to  his 

natural talent and his dedication to his craft. They also 

provide  a  glimpse  of  the  great  composer  he  would 

become.

* Schubert's Early Influences

Schubert was influenced by a wide range of composers, 

including  Mozart,  Haydn,  Beethoven,  and  Salieri.  He 

was  also  influenced  by  folk  music  and  the  music  of 

other cultures.

Schubert's music is often characterized by its melodic 

beauty and harmonic richness. He was a master of the 

Lied, a type of German song, and he wrote some of the 

most famous and beloved songs in the repertoire. He 
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also  wrote  a  number  of  large-scale  works,  including 

symphonies, operas, and chamber music.

Schubert's music has had a profound influence on later 

composers,  including  Robert  Schumann,  Johannes 

Brahms, and Gustav Mahler.  He is considered one of 

the most important composers of the Romantic era, and 

his music continues to be enjoyed by audiences around 

the world.

* Schubert's Struggles

Schubert's life was not without its struggles. He often 

struggled financially and was forced to live in poverty 

for much of his life. He also suffered from poor health, 

and he died at the young age of 31.

Despite his struggles, Schubert remained dedicated to 

his music. He composed a vast body of work in a short 

lifetime, and his music continues to be performed and 

enjoyed by audiences around the world.
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* Schubert's Legacy

Schubert's music has had a profound influence on later 

composers. He is considered one of the most important 

composers  of  the  Romantic  era,  and  his  music 

continues  to  be  enjoyed  by  audiences  around  the 

world.

Schubert's legacy is one of innovation and beauty. He 

was a master of  the Lied,  and he wrote some of the 

most famous and beloved songs in the repertoire. He 

also  wrote  a  number  of  large-scale  works,  including 

symphonies, operas, and chamber music.

Schubert's  music  is  a  testament  to  his  natural  talent 

and his dedication to his craft. He is one of the most 

important  composers  in  history,  and  his  music  will 

continue to be enjoyed for generations to come.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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