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Introduction

Saladin:  The Victorious  Sultan and the  Saracens  is  a 

comprehensive exploration of the life and legacy of one 

of the most iconic figures in Islamic history.  Born in 

1137 CE to a Kurdish family in Tikrit, Iraq, Saladin rose 

through the ranks of the Ayyubid dynasty to become 

the Sultan of Egypt and Syria. He is best known for his 

role in the Crusades, where he led the Muslim forces to 

victory  over  the  Crusaders  at  the  Battle  of  Hattin  in 

1187  CE.  Saladin's  military  prowess  and  diplomatic 

skills  made  him  a  formidable  adversary,  and  he  is 

widely  regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest  military 

commanders in history.
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Beyond his military achievements, Saladin was also a 

patron  of  the  arts  and  sciences.  He  founded  several 

universities  and  libraries,  and  he  encouraged  the 

development of new technologies and ideas. Saladin's 

reign  was  a  period  of  great  cultural  and  economic 

prosperity for the Muslim world, and he left a lasting 

legacy  that  continues  to  inspire  people  around  the 

world.

This book provides a detailed account of Saladin's life 

and career, from his early years in Tikrit to his rise to 

power as  Sultan of  Egypt  and Syria.  It  examines  his 

military campaigns, his diplomatic initiatives, and his 

patronage  of  the  arts  and  sciences.  The  book  also 

explores  Saladin's  legacy,  both  in  the  Muslim  world 

and in the West.

Saladin:  The Victorious  Sultan and the  Saracens  is  a 

valuable resource for anyone interested in the history 

of the Crusades, the Middle East, or Islamic civilization. 

It is a well-written and engaging account of the life and 
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legacy of one of the most important figures in human 

history.

Saladin's  rise  to  power  is  a  story  of  ambition, 

determination,  and  military  brilliance.  Born  into  a 

Kurdish family in Tikrit, Iraq, Saladin began his career 

as a soldier in the service of  the Zengid dynasty.  He 

quickly rose through the ranks, and in 1169 CE, he was 

appointed vizier of Egypt.

As vizier, Saladin played a key role in the defense of 

Egypt against the Crusaders. He also launched several 

successful  campaigns  against  the  Crusader  states  in 

Palestine  and  Syria.  In  1187  CE,  he  led  the  Muslim 

forces  to  victory  over  the  Crusaders  at  the  Battle  of 

Hattin.  This  victory  effectively  ended  the  Crusader 

presence in the Holy Land.

Saladin's victory at Hattin made him a hero throughout 

the  Muslim  world.  He  was  celebrated  as  a  brilliant 

military commander and a devout Muslim leader. He 
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also  became  a  symbol  of  resistance  to  Western 

aggression.

After his victory at Hattin, Saladin continued to expand 

his  empire.  He  conquered  the  Crusader  states  of 

Jerusalem, Antioch,  and Tripoli.  He also defeated the 

Assassins, a radical Shia sect that had been terrorizing 

the Muslim world.

By the end of his reign, Saladin had established a vast 

empire that stretched from Egypt to Syria to Iraq. He 

was one of the most powerful and respected rulers in 

the world.

Saladin  died  in  Damascus  in  1193  CE.  He  was 

succeeded  by  his  son,  al-Aziz  Uthman.  The  Ayyubid 

dynasty continued to rule Egypt and Syria until  1250 

CE, when it was overthrown by the Mamluks.

Saladin's  legacy  is  complex  and  multifaceted.  He  is 

remembered  as  a  brilliant  military  commander,  a 

devout  Muslim leader,  and a  patron of  the  arts  and 
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sciences. He is also seen as a symbol of resistance to 

Western  aggression.  Saladin's  legacy  continues  to 

inspire people around the world.
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Book Description

Saladin: The Victorious Sultan and the Saracens is a 

comprehensive exploration of the life and legacy of one 

of the most iconic figures in Islamic history.  Born in 

1137 CE to a Kurdish family in Tikrit, Iraq, Saladin rose 

through the ranks of the Ayyubid dynasty to become 

the Sultan of Egypt and Syria. He is best known for his 

role in the Crusades, where he led the Muslim forces to 

victory  over  the  Crusaders  at  the  Battle  of  Hattin  in 

1187  CE.  Saladin's  military  prowess  and  diplomatic 

skills  made  him  a  formidable  adversary,  and  he  is 

widely  regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest  military 

commanders in history.

Beyond his military achievements, Saladin was also a 

patron  of  the  arts  and  sciences.  He  founded  several 

universities  and  libraries,  and  he  encouraged  the 

development of new technologies and ideas. Saladin's 

reign  was  a  period  of  great  cultural  and  economic 

prosperity for the Muslim world, and he left a lasting 
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legacy  that  continues  to  inspire  people  around  the 

world.

This book provides a detailed account of Saladin's life 

and career, from his early years in Tikrit to his rise to 

power as  Sultan of  Egypt  and Syria.  It  examines  his 

military campaigns, his diplomatic initiatives, and his 

patronage  of  the  arts  and  sciences.  The  book  also 

explores  Saladin's  legacy,  both  in  the  Muslim  world 

and in the West.

Saladin: The Victorious Sultan and the Saracens is a 

valuable resource for anyone interested in the history 

of the Crusades, the Middle East, or Islamic civilization. 

It is a well-written and engaging account of the life and 

legacy of one of the most important figures in human 

history.

Here  is  a  summary  of  what  you  will  find  in  this 

book:
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 A detailed biography of Saladin, from his early 

years to his death in 1193 CE

 An examination of Saladin's military campaigns, 

including the Battle of Hattin

 A discussion  of  Saladin's  diplomatic  initiatives, 

including  his  negotiations  with  Richard  the 

Lionheart

 An exploration of Saladin's patronage of the arts 

and  sciences,  including  his  founding  of 

universities and libraries

 An  assessment  of  Saladin's  legacy,  both  in  the 

Muslim world and in the West

Saladin: The Victorious Sultan and the Saracens is a 

must-read for anyone interested in the history of the 

Crusades, the Middle East, or Islamic civilization. It is a 

well-written  and  engaging  account  of  the  life  and 

legacy of one of the most important figures in human 

history. 
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Saladin

The Birth and Early Life of Saladin

Saladin, one of the most renowned figures in Islamic 

history, was born in Tikrit, Iraq, in 1137 CE. His father, 

Najm  ad-Din  Ayyub,  was  a  Kurdish  military 

commander  in  the  service  of  the  Seljuk  Turks.  His 

mother's name was Shadhi. Saladin's given name was 

Yusuf,  but  he  was  later  given  the  title  Salah  al-Din, 

meaning  "righteousness  of  the  faith,"  which  was 

shortened to Saladin in the West.

Saladin's  early  life  was  spent  in  Tikrit,  where  he 

received a traditional Islamic education. He studied the 

Quran,  the  Hadith,  and Islamic  law.  He also  learned 

about military strategy and tactics from his father.

In 1145 CE, Saladin's family moved to Damascus, where 

his  father  became  the  governor  of  the  city.  Saladin 

continued  his  education  in  Damascus,  and  he  also 

began his military career. He joined the army of Nur 
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ad-Din, the Seljuk sultan of Syria, and he quickly rose 

through the ranks.

Saladin's first major military victory came in 1164 CE, 

when he defeated the Crusaders at the Battle of Harim. 

This victory made Saladin a hero in the Muslim world, 

and it also caught the attention of Nur ad-Din.

Nur ad-Din recognized Saladin's  military talents,  and 

he appointed him as the governor of Egypt in 1169 CE. 

Saladin ruled Egypt for the next 10 years, and he used 

this time to strengthen the country's defenses and to 

prepare for a war against the Crusaders.

In  1171  CE,  Saladin  launched  an  invasion  of  the 

Crusader  Kingdom  of  Jerusalem.  He  was  initially 

successful,  and  he  captured  several  Crusader  castles 

and towns. However, the Crusaders were able to defeat 

Saladin at the Battle of Montgisard in 1177 CE.

Despite  this  setback,  Saladin continued to  harass  the 

Crusader  states.  He  also  began  to  build  up  his  own 
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army  and  navy.  In  1187  CE,  Saladin  was  ready  to 

launch another invasion of the Crusader Kingdom of 

Jerusalem.

This  time,  Saladin  was  victorious.  He  defeated  the 

Crusaders at  the Battle  of  Hattin,  and he went on to 

capture Jerusalem. The Battle of Hattin was a turning 

point in the Crusades, and it marked the beginning of 

the end of Crusader rule in the Holy Land.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Saladin

Saladin's Military Campaigns in Egypt

Saladin's military campaigns in Egypt were a series of 

brilliant victories that culminated in his conquest of the 

country in 1171 CE. Saladin's success in Egypt was due 

to  a  combination of  his  military  skill,  his  diplomatic 

acumen, and his ability to exploit the weaknesses of his 

enemies.

Saladin's  first  campaign  in  Egypt  began  in  1167  CE, 

when he was sent by the Zengid sultan Nur al-Din to 

assist  the  Fatimid  caliph  al-Adid  in  putting  down  a 

revolt  in  Upper  Egypt.  Saladin  quickly  defeated  the 

rebels and restored order to the province. His success 

in  Egypt  earned  him  the  favor  of  al-Adid,  who 

appointed him vizier of Egypt in 1169 CE.

As  vizier,  Saladin  began  to  implement  a  series  of 

reforms  that  strengthened  the  Fatimid  regime.  He 

reorganized the army,  improved the tax system,  and 
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cracked down on corruption. He also began to build up 

his own power base by appointing his loyalists to key 

positions in the government.

In 1171 CE, Saladin took advantage of the weakness of 

the  Fatimid  regime  to  seize  power  for  himself.  He 

deposed al-Adid and established the Ayyubid dynasty 

in Egypt. Saladin's seizure of power was met with little 

resistance from the Egyptian people, who were tired of 

the Fatimids' weak and corrupt rule.

Once he had secured his power in Egypt, Saladin began 

to  expand  his  territory.  He  conquered  Nubia  to  the 

south  and  Cyrenaica  to  the  west.  He  also  launched 

several  campaigns  against  the  Crusader  states  in 

Palestine and Syria.

Saladin's  military  campaigns  in  Egypt  were  a  major 

turning  point  in  the  history  of  the  Middle  East.  His 

conquest of Egypt gave him control of one of the richest 

and most populous countries in the region. It also gave 

him a base from which to  launch his  attacks on the 
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Crusader states. Saladin's victories in Egypt helped to 

inspire the Muslim world and to  unite  it  against  the 

Crusaders.

Saladin's  military  campaigns  in  Egypt  were 

characterized by his use of innovative tactics and his 

ability to adapt to changing circumstances. He was also 

a  master  of  logistics  and was  able  to  keep his  army 

supplied even in the most difficult conditions. Saladin's 

military  skills  were  a  major  factor  in  his  success  in 

Egypt  and  helped  to  make  him  one  of  the  most 

successful military commanders in history.

In addition to his military prowess, Saladin was also a 

skilled diplomat. He was able to form alliances with a 

variety  of  groups,  including  the  Byzantines,  the 

Armenians,  and the Kurds.  Saladin's diplomatic skills 

helped  him to  isolate  his  enemies  and  to  secure  his 

victories on the battlefield.

Saladin's conquest of Egypt was a major turning point 

in  the  history  of  the  Middle  East.  It  marked  the 

14



beginning of  a new era of Muslim dominance in the 

region. Saladin's legacy as a military commander and a 

diplomat continues to inspire people around the world.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Saladin

Saladin's Conquest of Syria

Saladin's conquest of Syria was a major turning point 

in the history of the Crusades. After his victory at the 

Battle of Hattin in 1187, Saladin turned his attention to 

Syria, which was still largely under Crusader control.

Saladin's first target was the city of Aleppo, which was 

the capital of the Crusader state of Antioch. Aleppo was 

a heavily fortified city, and Saladin knew that it would 

be a difficult siege. He began by cutting off the city's 

water  supply,  and then he bombarded the city  walls 

with catapults and trebuchets.

After  several  months  of  siege,  Aleppo  finally  fell  to 

Saladin in October 1188. The fall of Aleppo was a major 

blow to the Crusaders, and it marked the beginning of 

the end of their presence in Syria.

After taking Aleppo, Saladin turned his attention to the 

other  Crusader  states  in  Syria.  One  by  one,  the 
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Crusader cities  fell  to  Saladin's  forces.  By the end of 

1189, Saladin had conquered all of Syria except for the 

city of Tyre.

Tyre was the last major Crusader stronghold in Syria, 

and Saladin was determined to take it. He besieged the 

city for several months, but the Crusaders refused to 

surrender.  Finally,  in  July  1191,  Saladin  agreed  to  a 

truce  with  the  Crusaders.  The  truce  allowed  the 

Crusaders to keep Tyre, but they had to give up all of 

their other territories in Syria.

Saladin's conquest of Syria was a major victory for the 

Muslims. It marked the end of the Crusader presence in 

Syria, and it restored Muslim control over the region. 

Saladin's  victory  also  had  a  major  impact  on  the 

balance of power in the Middle East. It made Saladin 

the most powerful ruler in the region, and it gave him a 

strong  position  from  which  to  negotiate  with  the 

Crusaders.
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Saladin's  conquest  of  Syria  was  a  brilliant  military 

campaign. He used a combination of military skill and 

diplomacy to achieve his goals. He was able to defeat 

the  Crusaders  in  battle,  but  he  was  also  able  to 

negotiate a truce with them when he realized that he 

could  not  take  Tyre.  Saladin's  conquest  of  Syria  is  a 

testament to his military and diplomatic skills.

18



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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