
To the Brink of Greatness

Introduction

Pasquale De Marco, a respected historian, has written a 

book on the 20th century in the United States, titled To 

the Brink of Greatness. This book is a comprehensive 

look at the social, political, and economic changes that 

took place during this time period.

The book is divided into ten chapters,  each of which 

covers a different topic. The first chapter provides an 

overview of the early 20th century, including the rise of 

industrialization and the growth of cities. The second 

chapter discusses the Progressive Era, a time of great 

social  and political  reform.  The  third  chapter  covers 

World War I and its impact on the United States. The 

fourth chapter discusses the 1920s, a time of economic 

prosperity  and  cultural  change.  The  fifth  chapter 

covers  the  Great  Depression  and  the  New  Deal.  The 
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sixth chapter discusses World War II and its impact on 

the United States. The seventh chapter covers the Cold 

War  and  the  McCarthy  era.  The  eighth  chapter 

discusses the Civil Rights Movement and the Vietnam 

War. The ninth chapter covers the Reagan Revolution 

and  the  end  of  the  Cold  War.  The  tenth  chapter 

discusses the rise of the Internet and the digital age.

The book is written in a clear and concise style, and it is 

well-researched.  Pasquale  De  Marco  provides  a 

balanced  and  objective  account  of  the  20th  century, 

and he does not shy away from discussing the difficult 

and controversial issues of the time.

This book is a valuable resource for anyone who wants 

to  learn  more  about  the  20th  century  in  the  United 

States.  It  is  a  well-written and informative book that 

provides a comprehensive overview of this important 

period in American history.
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Book Description

To the Brink of Greatness is a comprehensive look at 

the  social,  political,  and  economic  changes  that  took 

place  in  the  United  States  during  the  20th  century. 

Written by respected historian Pasquale De Marco, this 

book provides a balanced and objective account of this 

important period in American history.

The book is divided into ten chapters,  each of which 

covers a different topic. The first chapter provides an 

overview of the early 20th century, including the rise of 

industrialization and the growth of cities. The second 

chapter discusses the Progressive Era, a time of great 

social  and political  reform.  The  third  chapter  covers 

World War I and its impact on the United States. The 

fourth chapter discusses the 1920s, a time of economic 

prosperity  and  cultural  change.  The  fifth  chapter 

covers  the  Great  Depression  and  the  New  Deal.  The 

sixth chapter discusses World War II and its impact on 

the United States. The seventh chapter covers the Cold 
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War  and  the  McCarthy  era.  The  eighth  chapter 

discusses the Civil Rights Movement and the Vietnam 

War. The ninth chapter covers the Reagan Revolution 

and  the  end  of  the  Cold  War.  The  tenth  chapter 

discusses the rise of the Internet and the digital age.

Pasquale De Marco writes in a clear and concise style, 

and the book is well-researched. He does not shy away 

from discussing the difficult and controversial issues of 

the  time,  and  he  provides  a  nuanced  and  insightful 

analysis of the events that shaped the 20th century.

This book is a valuable resource for anyone who wants 

to  learn  more  about  the  20th  century  in  the  United 

States.  It  is  a  well-written and informative book that 

provides a comprehensive overview of this important 

period in American history.
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Chapter 1: The Dawn of a New Era

Topic  1:  The  Roaring  Twenties:  A  Time  of 

Economic Boom

The Roaring Twenties was a period of great economic 

growth in the United States. The country had emerged 

from  World  War  I  as  the  world's  leading  economic 

power,  and  the  1920s  saw  a  continuation  of  this 

economic prosperity. The gross national product grew 

by more than 40% during the decade,  and the stock 

market boomed.

This  economic  growth  was  fueled  by  a  number  of 

factors,  including  the  rise  of  new industries  such  as 

automobiles and aviation. The automobile industry in 

particular  had  a  major  impact  on  the  economy, 

creating jobs and stimulating growth in other sectors. 

The construction industry also boomed, as people built 

new  homes  and  businesses  to  accommodate  the 

growing population.
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The Roaring Twenties was also a time of great social 

change. The war had led to a loosening of social mores, 

and the 1920s saw a rise in flappers, speakeasies, and 

other forms of social rebellion. Women began to enter 

the workforce in large numbers, and they also began to 

demand more rights and freedoms.

The Roaring Twenties was a time of great optimism and 

prosperity.  However,  the decade also saw the rise of 

some  of  the  problems  that  would  lead  to  the  Great 

Depression. The stock market bubble eventually burst, 

and  the  economy  crashed  in  1929.  The  Great 

Depression  was  the  worst  economic  downturn  in 

American history, and it had a devastating impact on 

the country.

Despite the economic downturn, the Roaring Twenties 

remains a popular and romanticized era. It was a time 

of  great  change  and  prosperity,  and  it  left  a  lasting 

impact on American culture.

6



The Roaring  Twenties  was  a  time of  great  economic 

growth and social change. The United States emerged 

from  World  War  I  as  the  world's  leading  economic 

power,  and  the  1920s  saw  a  continuation  of  this 

economic prosperity. The gross national product grew 

by more than 40% during the decade,  and the stock 

market boomed.

This  economic  growth  was  fueled  by  a  number  of 

factors,  including  the  rise  of  new industries  such  as 

automobiles and aviation. The automobile industry in 

particular  had  a  major  impact  on  the  economy, 

creating jobs and stimulating growth in other sectors. 

The construction industry also boomed, as people built 

new  homes  and  businesses  to  accommodate  the 

growing population.

The Roaring Twenties was also a time of great social 

change. The war had led to a loosening of social mores, 

and the 1920s saw a rise in flappers, speakeasies, and 

other forms of social rebellion. Women began to enter 
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the workforce in large numbers, and they also began to 

demand more rights and freedoms.

The Roaring Twenties was a time of great optimism and 

prosperity.  However,  the decade also saw the rise of 

some  of  the  problems  that  would  lead  to  the  Great 

Depression. The stock market bubble eventually burst, 

and  the  economy  crashed  in  1929.  The  Great 

Depression  was  the  worst  economic  downturn  in 

American history, and it had a devastating impact on 

the country.

Despite the economic downturn, the Roaring Twenties 

remains a popular and romanticized era. It was a time 

of  great  change  and  prosperity,  and  it  left  a  lasting 

impact on American culture.
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Chapter 1: The Dawn of a New Era

Topic  2:  The  Rise  of  Mass  Media  and 

Consumerism

The early 20th century witnessed a dramatic rise in the 

popularity of mass media and consumerism. This was 

due in part to the growth of new technologies, such as 

the  radio  and  the  motion  picture,  which  made  it 

possible to reach a wider audience than ever before. At 

the same time, the rise of mass production techniques 

made it  possible to produce goods more cheaply and 

efficiently,  which  led  to  a  decline  in  prices  and  an 

increase  in  the  availability  of  goods  for  the  average 

consumer.

The  rise  of  mass  media  and  consumerism  had  a 

profound impact on American society. For one thing, it 

helped to create a more homogeneous culture. Prior to 

the  20th  century,  American  society  was  much  more 

fragmented, with different regions and groups having 
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their own distinct cultures. However, the rise of mass 

media and consumerism helped to break down these 

barriers and create a more unified national culture.

For  another  thing,  the  rise  of  mass  media  and 

consumerism  helped  to  fuel  the  growth  of  the 

American economy.  The demand for  new goods  and 

services created jobs and stimulated economic growth. 

At  the  same  time,  the  rise  of  advertising  helped  to 

create new markets for goods and services.

The rise of mass media and consumerism also had a 

number of negative consequences. For one thing, it led 

to the decline of  traditional values and customs.  The 

constant  bombardment  of  advertising  messages 

encouraged people to buy more and more goods, even 

if they didn't need them. This led to a decline in thrift 

and self-reliance.

For  another  thing,  the  rise  of  mass  media  and 

consumerism  led  to  a  decline  in  social  interaction. 

People  spent  more  and  more  time  watching  movies, 
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listening to the radio, and reading magazines, and less 

time talking to their families and friends. This led to a 

decline in social cohesion and a rise in isolation and 

loneliness.

Overall, the rise of mass media and consumerism had a 

profound  impact  on  American  society.  It  helped  to 

create a more homogeneous culture, fuel the growth of 

the  American  economy,  and  lead  to  the  decline  of 

traditional values and customs.
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Chapter 1: The Dawn of a New Era

Topic  3:  The  Changing  Role  of  Women  in 

Society

The early 20th century was a time of great change for 

women in the United States. The Industrial Revolution 

had  created  new  opportunities  for  women  to  work 

outside  the  home,  and  the  suffrage  movement  was 

gaining momentum. As a result, women began to play a 

more active role in society.

One of the most significant changes for women was the 

increase  in  their  participation  in  the  workforce.  In 

1900, only 20% of women worked outside the home. By 

1920, that number had increased to 40%. Women found 

work  in  a  variety  of  industries,  including 

manufacturing, retail, and clerical work.

The increase in women's workforce participation had a 

number  of  consequences.  It  gave  women  more 

economic  independence  and  allowed  them  to 
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contribute more to their families' incomes. It also led to 

changes in the traditional family structure, as women 

began to share the breadwinner role with men.

Another  major  change  for  women  in  the  early  20th 

century  was  the  suffrage  movement.  The  movement 

began in the mid-19th century, and by the early 20th 

century, it had gained significant momentum. In 1920, 

the 19th Amendment to the Constitution was passed, 

granting women the right to vote.

The right to vote gave women a greater voice in society. 

They could now participate in the political process and 

make their voices heard on issues that were important 

to them. The suffrage movement also led to increased 

opportunities for women in other areas of public life, 

such as education and government.

The changing role of women in society in the early 20th 

century was a complex and multifaceted phenomenon. 

It was a time of both progress and setbacks, as women 
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fought  for  their  rights  and  sought  to  redefine  their 

place in society.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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