Believe It When You See It

Introduction

Creedence Clearwater Revival, the legendary American
rock band, captivated audiences with their unique
blend of swamp rock, blues, and country music. From
their humble beginnings in El Cerrito, California, to
their meteoric rise to fame, the band left an indelible
mark on the music industry. This book delves into the
extraordinary journey of Creedence Clearwater
Revival, exploring their music, their struggles, their

triumphs, and their enduring legacy.

Creedence Clearwater Revival was more than just a
band; they were a cultural phenomenon. Their music
spoke to the hearts and souls of a generation, capturing
the zeitgeist of a turbulent era marked by social
upheaval and political unrest. Their songs, often

infused with poignant lyrics and powerful melodies,
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resonated with audiences who found solace and

inspiration in their music.

The band's rise to fame was nothing short of
extraordinary. With hit singles like "Proud Mary," "Bad
Moon Rising,” and "Fortunate Son,” Creedence
Clearwater Revival became one of the most popular
bands in the world. Their electrifying live
performances and captivating stage presence further
cemented their status as rock and roll icons. However,
behind the scenes, the band faced numerous
challenges, including creative differences, financial

disputes, and personal struggles.

Despite the internal conflicts that ultimately led to their
breakup, Creedence Clearwater Revival's music
continues to captivate audiences worldwide. Their
songs have been covered by countless artists, and their
influence can be heard in the music of generations that
followed. This book pays homage to the band's

remarkable journey, celebrating their musical



achievements and examining the factors that

contributed to their enduring legacy.

Through interviews with band members, music critics,
and industry experts, this book provides a
comprehensive and nuanced account of Creedence
Clearwater Revival's history. It delves into the creative
process behind their iconic songs, the challenges they
faced, and the impact their music had on popular
culture. Whether you're a lifelong fan or discovering
Creedence Clearwater Revival for the first time, this
book offers a captivating exploration of one of the most

influential bands in rock and roll history.

Creedence Clearwater Revival's music transcended
generations and genres, leaving an indelible mark on
the world of music. Their songs continue to be enjoyed
by millions worldwide, a testament to their enduring
appeal and the timeless quality of their music. This

book is a tribute to their extraordinary journey, a



celebration of their music, and an exploration of their

lasting legacy.



Book Description

Creedence Clearwater Revival, the legendary American
rock band, captivated audiences with their unique
blend of swamp rock, blues, and country music. This
captivating book delves into the band's extraordinary
journey, exploring their music, their struggles, their

triumphs, and their enduring legacy.

More than just a band, Creedence Clearwater Revival
was a cultural phenomenon. Their music spoke to the
hearts and souls of a generation, capturing the zeitgeist
of an era marked by social upheaval and political
unrest. Their songs, often infused with poignant lyrics
and powerful melodies, resonated with audiences who

found solace and inspiration in their music.

The band's rise to fame was nothing short of meteoric.
With hit singles like "Proud Mary," "Bad Moon Rising,"
and "Fortunate Son,” Creedence Clearwater Revival

became one of the most popular bands in the world.



Their electrifying live performances and captivating
stage presence further cemented their status as rock
and roll icons. However, behind the scenes, the band
faced numerous challenges, including creative

differences, financial disputes, and personal struggles.

Despite the internal conflicts that ultimately led to their
breakup, Creedence Clearwater Revival's music
continues to captivate audiences worldwide. Their
songs have been covered by countless artists, and their
influence can be heard in the music of generations that
followed. This book pays homage to the band's
remarkable journey, celebrating their musical
achievements and examining the factors that

contributed to their enduring legacy.

Through interviews with band members, music critics,
and industry experts, this book provides a
comprehensive and nuanced account of Creedence
Clearwater Revival's history. It delves into the creative

process behind their iconic songs, the challenges they



faced, and the impact their music had on popular
culture. Whether you're a lifelong fan or discovering
Creedence Clearwater Revival for the first time, this
book offers a captivating exploration of one of the most

influential bands in rock and roll history.

Creedence Clearwater Revival's music transcended
generations and genres, leaving an indelible mark on
the world of music. Their songs continue to be enjoyed
by millions worldwide, a testament to their enduring
appeal and the timeless quality of their music. This
book is a tribute to their extraordinary journey, a
celebration of their music, and an exploration of their

lasting legacy.



Chapter 1: The Band's Genesis

Roots of Rock and Roll

The story of Creedence Clearwater Revival begins with
the birth of rock and roll in the 1950s. This new genre
of music, with its infectious rhythms and rebellious
spirit, captured the imagination of a generation. Rock
and roll pioneers like Chuck Berry, Little Richard, and
Elvis Presley laid the foundation for the sound that
would later be championed by Creedence Clearwater

Revival.

John Fogerty, the creative force behind Creedence
Clearwater Revival, was greatly influenced by these
early rock and roll legends. He was particularly drawn
to the raw energy and authenticity of their music.
Fogerty spent countless hours listening to their records
and studying their songwriting techniques. This deep

immersion in the roots of rock and roll would later



shape the sound and style of Creedence Clearwater

Revival.

In addition to the American rock and roll pioneers,
John Fogerty was also influenced by the British
Invasion of the 1960s. Bands like The Beatles, The
Rolling Stones, and The Kinks brought a new level of
sophistication and experimentation to rock music.
Fogerty was impressed by their innovative approach to
songwriting and their ability to blend different musical

genres.

Creedence Clearwater Revival's music reflected the
diverse influences that shaped John Fogerty's musical
upbringing. Their songs combined the energy and
passion of early rock and roll with the melodic
sensibilities and lyrical sophistication of the British
Invasion. This unique blend of sounds would become
their signature style and would ultimately make them
one of the most successful and influential bands of

their era.



Creedence Clearwater Revival's music was not only a
product of their influences but also a reflection of their
own unique experiences and perspectives. They grew
up in a time of great social and political upheaval, and
their music often addressed issues of war, poverty, and
inequality. Their songs resonated with audiences who
were seeking a voice for their own frustrations and

aspirations.

In conclusion, Creedence Clearwater Revival's roots
were firmly planted in the rich soil of rock and roll
history. They drew inspiration from the pioneers of the
genre, as well as from the innovative sounds of the
British Invasion. However, they also brought their own
unique perspective and experiences to their music,

creating a sound that was both timeless and timely.

10



Chapter 1: The Band's Genesis

The Early Days

In the vibrant music scene of the 1960s, a group of
young and talented musicians embarked on a journey
that would change the course of rock and roll history.
Creedence Clearwater Revival, hailing from the
unassuming town of El Cerrito, California, began as a

humble garage band with a shared passion for music.

Initially known as The Blue Velvets, the band consisted
of John Fogerty on lead vocals and guitar, his brother
Tom Fogerty on rhythm guitar and vocals, Stu Cook on
bass guitar, and Doug Clifford on drums. Their early
influences ranged from rhythm and blues to country
and folk music, a diverse blend that would later shape

their unique sound.

The band's early years were marked by relentless
gigging and tireless self-promotion. They played in

local clubs and bars, honing their skills and building a
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loyal following. Their energetic performances and
infectious enthusiasm attracted the attention of music

industry professionals, who recognized their potential.

In 1964, The Blue Velvets signed their first record deal
with Fantasy Records, a small independent label based
in San Francisco. The label's owner, Max Weiss, saw
something special in the band and offered them a

chance to record their debut album.

With a newfound sense of purpose, the band
underwent a transformation. They changed their name
to Creedence Clearwater Revival, inspired by a local
landmark, Creedence Clearwater Bayou, and a friend's
surname, Credence Nuball. This name change
symbolized a fresh start and a commitment to their

musical journey.

Creedence Clearwater Revival's early days were
characterized by experimentation and exploration.
They delved into different genres, incorporating

elements of rock, blues, country, and folk into their
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music. Their sound was raw and unpolished, yet it
possessed a captivating energy that resonated with

audiences.

As the band's popularity grew, they began to tour more
extensively. They shared the stage with renowned acts
such as The Rolling Stones, The Grateful Dead, and
Janis Joplin, gaining valuable experience and exposure.
These early tours helped Creedence Clearwater Revival
hone their live performances, developing a reputation

for their electrifying shows.
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Chapter 1: The Band's Genesis

Meeting John Fogerty

John Fogerty was the creative force behind Creedence
Clearwater Revival, the driving force that propelled the
band to rock and roll stardom. But before Creedence
Clearwater Revival existed, John Fogerty was just a

young man with a passion for music.

It was in the early 1960s that John Fogerty first crossed
paths with the man who would become his musical
partner and lifelong friend, Tom Fogerty. The two met
at a local club in El Cerrito, California, where John was
performing with his band, The Blue Velvets. Tom was
immediately impressed by John's songwriting and

guitar playing, and he approached him after the show.

The two quickly bonded over their shared love of
music, and they soon began collaborating on songs.
Tom played rhythm guitar and sang harmony vocals,

while John handled lead vocals and guitar. They
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recruited bassist Stu Cook and drummer Doug Clifford,

and Creedence Clearwater Revival was born.

John Fogerty's exceptional songwriting skills were
evident from the very beginning. He had a knack for
crafting catchy melodies and meaningful lyrics that
resonated with audiences. Songs like "Proud Mary,"
"Bad Moon Rising,” and "Fortunate Son" became
timeless classics, played and loved by generations of

fans.

But John Fogerty was more than just a talented
songwriter. He was also a gifted guitarist, with a
unique and distinctive style. His guitar playing was
characterized by its clean, crisp sound and his mastery
of slide guitar techniques. His guitar solos were often
the highlight of Creedence Clearwater Revival's live

performances, leaving audiences spellbound.

John Fogerty's contributions to Creedence Clearwater
Revival were immeasurable. He was the band's

creative engine, the driving force behind their success.
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His songs, his guitar playing, and his powerful vocals
made him one of the most iconic figures in rock and

roll history.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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