
The Faulty Framework

Introduction

In the realm of  education,  a  pervasive and enduring 

belief  system  has  taken  root,  shaping  the  very 

foundation  upon  which  our  schools  are  built.  This 

belief system, known as Progressivism, emerged in the 

19th century,  and its  proponents held that  education 

should focus on the child's  natural  development and 

interests, rather than on the transmission of knowledge 

and skills.

While  Progressivism  has  undoubtedly  left  a  lasting 

impact on education, it is time to critically examine its 

underlying  assumptions  and  question  whether  they 

truly serve the best  interests  of  our students.  In this 

book,  we  will  embark  on  an  intellectual  journey, 

delving  into  the  origins  of  Progressivism,  its  key 
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proponents, and the far-reaching consequences it has 

had on educational practices.

We  will  dissect  the  ideas  of  Herbert  Spencer,  John 

Dewey, and Jean Piaget, three influential thinkers who 

laid the groundwork for Progressive education. We will 

explore  their  theories  and  examine  how  they  have 

shaped  our  understanding  of  child  development, 

learning, and the purpose of education.

Furthermore,  we  will  scrutinize  the  impact  of 

Progressivism  on  curriculum,  teaching  methods, 

assessment  practices,  and  the  overall  school 

environment.  We  will  question  whether  the  current 

educational  landscape truly reflects  the needs of  our 

students and whether it adequately prepares them for 

the challenges of the 21st century.

Through  rigorous  analysis  and  thought-provoking 

insights, we will challenge the status quo and provoke a 

much-needed dialogue about the future of education. It 

is time to move beyond the faulty framework that has 
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held us back for too long and envision a new paradigm 

that truly empowers our students to thrive in a rapidly 

changing world.

The journey we are about to embark on is not merely 

an academic exercise; it is a call to action. It is a call to 

reimagine education, to break free from the shackles of 

tradition, and to create a system that truly serves the 

needs of all learners.
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Book Description

In the realm of education, a profound transformation is 

long  overdue.  The  Faulty  Framework:  Rethinking 

Education in the 21st Century boldly challenges the 

dominant  Progressive  ideology  that  has  shaped  our 

schools for over a century. This groundbreaking book 

exposes the deep-rooted flaws in Progressive thinking 

and offers a compelling vision for a new educational 

paradigm.

With incisive analysis and thought-provoking insights, 

the  author  delves  into  the  origins  of  Progressivism, 

tracing  its  intellectual  roots  to  the  ideas  of  Herbert 

Spencer,  John  Dewey,  and  Jean  Piaget.  The  book 

meticulously examines their theories and demonstrates 

how  they  have  led  to  a  narrow  and  misguided 

approach to education.

The  author  exposes  the  shortcomings  of  Progressive 

education,  revealing  how  its  focus  on  child-centered 
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learning and its rejection of traditional academic rigor 

have  failed  to  adequately  prepare  students  for  the 

demands of the modern world. The book argues that 

the current educational system is failing our students, 

leaving  them  ill-equipped  to  navigate  the  complex 

challenges of the 21st century.

This book is not merely a critique of the status quo; it is 

a clarion call for change. It offers a comprehensive and 

compelling vision for a new educational model that is 

both  rigorous  and  relevant.  The  author  proposes  a 

curriculum that emphasizes critical thinking, problem-

solving,  and creativity,  while  also fostering a  love of 

learning and a deep understanding of the world.

The Faulty Framework is a must-read for educators, 

policymakers,  parents,  and  anyone  who  cares  about 

the future of education. It is a powerful indictment of 

the  current  system and a  passionate  plea  for  a  new 

approach that will empower our students to thrive in 

the rapidly changing world of tomorrow. 
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Chapter  1:  Dismantling  the  Faulty 

Framework

The Rise of Progressive Education

The late 19th and early 20th centuries witnessed a sea 

change in educational philosophy, marked by the rise 

of  Progressive  education.  This  movement,  which 

originated in the United States, sought to challenge the 

traditional, teacher-centered approach to learning and 

instead emphasized the  importance  of  child-centered 

education.

Progressivism  was  fueled  by  a  number  of  factors, 

including  the  growing  belief  in  the  importance  of 

individual development, the rise of psychology and the 

study  of  child  development,  and  the  increasing 

diversity  of  the  American  population.  Progressive 

educators  argued  that  the  traditional  school  system 

was  failing  to  meet  the  needs  of  all  students, 

particularly those from marginalized backgrounds.
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One of the key tenets of Progressive education was the 

belief that children learn best through experience and 

activity. Progressive schools therefore placed a strong 

emphasis on hands-on learning, project-based learning, 

and  field  trips.  They  also  sought  to  create  a  more 

nurturing  and supportive  learning  environment,  one 

that  was  less  authoritarian  and  more  conducive  to 

individual growth and development.

Progressive education quickly gained popularity in the 

United States and beyond. By the early 20th century, it 

had become the dominant  educational  philosophy in 

many countries. However, Progressivism also faced its 

share of criticism. Some critics argued that it was too 

soft on students and that it failed to provide them with 

the  rigorous  academic  instruction  they  needed  to 

succeed in life. Others argued that it was too focused on 

individual  development  and  that  it  neglected  the 

importance of social responsibility.

7



Despite  these  criticisms,  Progressive  education  left  a 

lasting  legacy  on  education.  Its  emphasis  on  child-

centered  learning,  hands-on  experience,  and  a  more 

supportive learning environment helped to humanize 

education  and make it  more  relevant  to  the  lives  of 

students. Progressive education also helped to pave the 

way for the development of new educational theories 

and  practices  that  continue  to  influence  education 

today.
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Chapter  1:  Dismantling  the  Faulty 

Framework

The Misconceptions of Herbert Spencer

Herbert  Spencer,  a  prominent  19th-century 

philosopher  and  sociologist,  exerted  a  profound 

influence on the development of Progressive education. 

His ideas about evolution,  individualism, and laissez-

faire  economics  shaped  the  thinking  of  many 

educational reformers.

Spencer believed that education should be focused on 

developing the individual's natural abilities and talents. 

He argued that children should be allowed to learn at 

their own pace and in their own way, without being 

forced to conform to a rigid curriculum. Spencer also 

believed  that  education  should  be  practical  and 

utilitarian, preparing students for the world of work.
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While Spencer's ideas were well-intentioned, they were 

based  on  a  number  of  misconceptions  about  child 

development and learning.

First, Spencer's belief that children should be allowed 

to learn at their own pace and in their own way ignores 

the fact that children need guidance and structure in 

order  to  learn  effectively.  Children  do  not  innately 

know how to learn, and they need adults to help them 

develop the skills and strategies they need to succeed in 

school.

Second, Spencer's emphasis on practical and utilitarian 

education undervalues the importance of a broad and 

liberal  education.  A  well-rounded  education  exposes 

students  to  a  variety  of  subjects  and  perspectives, 

helping  them  to  develop  critical  thinking  skills, 

problem-solving skills, and a deep understanding of the 

world around them.

Third,  Spencer's  belief  that  education  should  be 

focused on developing the individual's natural abilities 
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and  talents  ignores  the  importance  of  social  and 

emotional development. Children need to learn how to 

cooperate  with  others,  how  to  resolve  conflicts 

peacefully, and how to manage their emotions. These 

skills are essential for success in both school and life.

Spencer's misconceptions about child development and 

learning have had a lasting impact on education. His 

ideas have led to a curriculum that is often fragmented 

and disconnected, a focus on standardized testing that 

stifles creativity and innovation, and a neglect of the 

social  and  emotional  development  of  students.  It  is 

time  to  move  beyond  Spencer's  outdated  and 

misguided ideas and create a new educational system 

that is based on a more accurate understanding of how 

children learn and develop.
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Chapter  1:  Dismantling  the  Faulty 

Framework

John Dewey's Flawed Assumptions

John Dewey, a prominent philosopher and educational 

reformer,  is  often  considered  one  of  the  fathers  of 

Progressive education. His ideas have had a profound 

impact  on  educational  philosophy  and  practice, 

particularly  in  the  United  States.  However,  Dewey's 

assumptions about child development and the purpose 

of education have come under increasing scrutiny in 

recent years.

One of Dewey's most fundamental assumptions is that 

the child is the center of the educational process.  He 

believed  that  the  curriculum  and  teaching  methods 

should be tailored to the individual needs and interests 

of  each  child.  While  this  emphasis  on  the  child  has 

undoubtedly led to some positive changes in education, 

it has also had some unintended consequences.
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For example, Dewey's focus on child-centered learning 

has often led to a neglect of academic rigor. In many 

Progressive  schools,  the  emphasis  is  on  creative 

expression  and  hands-on  activities,  while  traditional 

subjects  such  as  math  and  reading  are  given  less 

attention.  This  has  resulted  in  a  decline  in  student 

achievement in these areas.

Furthermore,  Dewey's  belief  that  the  purpose  of 

education is to prepare students for life in a democratic 

society has led to  a  narrowing of  the curriculum. In 

many Progressive schools, the focus is on social studies 

and  civics,  while  subjects  such  as  history,  literature, 

and science are given less attention. This has resulted 

in a decline in students' knowledge of these subjects.

Dewey's ideas have also been criticized for being too 

relativistic. He believed that there is no one right way 

to educate a child, and that the best approach will vary 

depending on the individual child and the particular 

circumstances.  This  has  led  to  a  great  deal  of 
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experimentation in education, but it has also made it 

difficult  to  establish  any  kind  of  consensus  on  what 

constitutes good teaching and learning.

In conclusion, while Dewey's ideas have undoubtedly 

made  some  positive  contributions  to  education,  his 

assumptions about child development and the purpose 

of  education  have  also  had  some  unintended 

consequences. His focus on child-centered learning has 

led to a neglect of academic rigor,  his belief that the 

purpose of education is to prepare students for life in a 

democratic  society  has  led  to  a  narrowing  of  the 

curriculum, and his relativistic approach to education 

has made it difficult to establish any kind of consensus 

on what constitutes good teaching and learning.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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