
Ceramics in Corrosive Environments

Introduction

Ceramics  are  inorganic,  non-metallic  solids  that  are 

typically  hard,  brittle,  and  heat-resistant.  They  are 

widely  used  in  a  variety  of  applications,  including 

electronics,  construction,  and  medicine.  However, 

ceramics  can also  be  susceptible  to  corrosion,  which 

can degrade their performance and lead to failure.

Corrosion is the deterioration of a material due to its 

interaction  with  its  environment.  In  the  case  of 

ceramics,  corrosion  can  be  caused  by  a  variety  of 

factors,  including  exposure  to  high  temperatures, 

chemicals, and moisture.

High-temperature  corrosion  is  a  major  concern  for 

ceramics  that  are  used  in  applications  such  as  jet 

engines  and  rocket  nozzles.  At  high  temperatures, 
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ceramics can react with oxygen to form oxides, which 

can weaken the material and lead to failure.

Chemical  corrosion  is  another  major  concern  for 

ceramics.  Ceramics  can  be  corroded  by  acids,  bases, 

and  salts.  For  example,  ceramics  that  are  used  in 

chemical processing equipment can be corroded by the 

chemicals that they are exposed to.

Moisture can also cause corrosion in ceramics. Water 

can  penetrate  the  pores  of  a  ceramic  and  cause  the 

material to swell and crack. This can lead to a loss of 

strength and failure.

The corrosion of ceramics can have a significant impact 

on  their  performance  and  reliability.  In  some  cases, 

corrosion can lead to catastrophic failure, such as the 

failure of a ceramic turbine blade in a jet  engine.  In 

other  cases,  corrosion  can  simply  degrade  the 

performance of a ceramic, making it  less effective or 

efficient.
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There are a number of ways to protect ceramics from 

corrosion. One common method is to apply a protective 

coating  to  the  ceramic  surface.  Coatings  can  help  to 

prevent  the  ceramic  from  coming  into  contact  with 

corrosive  substances.  Another  method  of  protecting 

ceramics from corrosion is to modify the composition 

of the ceramic itself. By adding certain elements to the 

ceramic,  it  is  possible  to  make  it  more  resistant  to 

corrosion.

The study of corrosion in ceramics is  a complex and 

challenging field. However, it is an important field of 

study, as it can help to improve the performance and 

reliability of ceramics in a wide variety of applications.
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Book Description

Ceramics are widely used in a variety of applications, 

from electronics to construction to medicine. However, 

ceramics  can also  be  susceptible  to  corrosion,  which 

can degrade their performance and lead to failure.

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the 

corrosion of ceramics, covering both the fundamental 

principles  and the practical  applications of  corrosion 

science.  The book begins with an introduction to the 

different types of corrosion that can affect ceramics, as 

well as the factors that influence corrosion. Subsequent 

chapters  discuss  the  effects  of  corrosion  on  the 

mechanical, electrical, thermal, and optical properties 

of ceramics.

The  book  also  provides  a  detailed  overview  of  the 

various methods that can be used to protect ceramics 

from  corrosion.  These  methods  include  the  use  of 

protective  coatings,  the  modification  of  the  ceramic 
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composition, and the use of inhibitors. The book also 

discusses  the  standards  and  regulations  that  are  in 

place to ensure the safe and reliable use of ceramics in 

corrosive environments.

This  book  is  an  essential  resource  for  researchers, 

engineers,  and  anyone  else  who  is  interested  in  the 

corrosion of ceramics. It is also a valuable resource for 

students  who  are  studying  materials  science  or 

engineering.

With its comprehensive coverage of the topic, this book 

is the definitive guide to the corrosion of ceramics. It is 

a  must-have  resource  for  anyone  who  works  with 

ceramics in any capacity.
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Chapter  1:  Corrosion  Phenomena  in 

Ceramics

Corrosion Mechanisms in Ceramics

Ceramics  are  inorganic,  non-metallic  solids  that  are 

typically  hard,  brittle,  and  heat-resistant.  They  are 

widely  used  in  a  variety  of  applications,  including 

electronics,  construction,  and  medicine.  However, 

ceramics  can also  be  susceptible  to  corrosion,  which 

can degrade their performance and lead to failure.

Corrosion is the deterioration of a material due to its 

interaction  with  its  environment.  In  the  case  of 

ceramics,  corrosion  can  be  caused  by  a  variety  of 

factors,  including  exposure  to  high  temperatures, 

chemicals, and moisture.

High-temperature corrosion is  a  major  concern for 

ceramics  that  are  used  in  applications  such  as  jet 

engines  and  rocket  nozzles.  At  high  temperatures, 
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ceramics can react with oxygen to form oxides, which 

can weaken the material and lead to failure.

Chemical  corrosion is  another  major  concern  for 

ceramics.  Ceramics  can  be  corroded  by  acids,  bases, 

and  salts.  For  example,  ceramics  that  are  used  in 

chemical processing equipment can be corroded by the 

chemicals that they are exposed to.

Moisture can also cause corrosion in ceramics. Water 

can  penetrate  the  pores  of  a  ceramic  and  cause  the 

material to swell and crack. This can lead to a loss of 

strength and failure.

Other mechanisms that can contribute to corrosion in 

ceramics include:

 Mechanical  wear  and  tear: Ceramics  can  be 

corroded by mechanical wear and tear, such as 

abrasion and erosion.

 Biological attack: Ceramics can be corroded by 

biological organisms, such as bacteria and fungi.
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 Radiation damage: Ceramics can be corroded by 

radiation damage, such as exposure to ultraviolet 

light or ionizing radiation.

The corrosion of ceramics can have a significant impact 

on  their  performance  and  reliability.  In  some  cases, 

corrosion can lead to catastrophic failure, such as the 

failure of a ceramic turbine blade in a jet  engine.  In 

other  cases,  corrosion  can  simply  degrade  the 

performance of a ceramic, making it  less effective or 

efficient.

Understanding  the  mechanisms  of  corrosion  in 

ceramics  is  essential  for  developing  strategies  to 

prevent  or  mitigate  corrosion.  By  understanding  the 

factors  that  contribute  to  corrosion,  it  is  possible  to 

develop materials and coatings that are more resistant 

to corrosion.

8



Chapter  1:  Corrosion  Phenomena  in 

Ceramics

Types of Corrosion in Ceramics

Corrosion in ceramics can take many different forms, 

depending on the  specific  environment  to  which the 

ceramic is exposed. Some of the most common types of 

corrosion in ceramics include:

 Oxidation: Oxidation is the reaction of a ceramic 

with  oxygen  to  form  an  oxide.  This  type  of 

corrosion  is  often  seen  in  high-temperature 

environments, such as those found in jet engines 

and rocket nozzles.

 Hot  corrosion: Hot  corrosion  is  a  type  of 

corrosion that occurs when a ceramic is exposed 

to a hot, corrosive gas. This type of corrosion is 

often  seen  in  gas  turbines  and  other  high-

temperature applications.
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 Acid corrosion: Acid corrosion is the corrosion 

of a ceramic by an acid. This type of corrosion is 

often  seen  in  chemical  processing  equipment 

and  other  applications  where  ceramics  are 

exposed to acidic solutions.

 Alkali  corrosion: Alkali  corrosion  is  the 

corrosion of a ceramic by an alkali. This type of 

corrosion  is  often  seen  in  applications  where 

ceramics are exposed to alkaline solutions, such 

as those found in batteries and fuel cells.

 Stress  corrosion  cracking: Stress  corrosion 

cracking is a type of corrosion that occurs when 

a  ceramic  is  subjected  to  both  a  corrosive 

environment  and  a  tensile  stress.  This  type  of 

corrosion  is  often  seen  in  applications  where 

ceramics  are  used  in  structural  components, 

such as turbine blades and heat exchangers.

In  addition  to  these  common  types  of  corrosion, 

ceramics  can  also  be  corroded  by  other  substances, 
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such  as  molten  salts,  liquid  metals,  and  organic 

solvents.  The  type  of  corrosion  that  occurs  in  a 

particular  application  will  depend  on  the  specific 

environment to which the ceramic is exposed.
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Chapter  1:  Corrosion  Phenomena  in 

Ceramics

Factors Affecting Corrosion in Ceramics

Ceramics  are  generally  considered  to  be  corrosion-

resistant materials. However, they can be susceptible to 

corrosion  under  certain  conditions.  The  factors  that 

affect the corrosion of ceramics include:

 Temperature: The  rate  of  corrosion  generally 

increases  with  increasing  temperature.  This  is 

because  higher  temperatures  provide  more 

energy  for  the  chemical  reactions  that  lead  to 

corrosion.

 Environment: The type of environment to which 

a ceramic is exposed can also affect its corrosion 

rate.  Ceramics  are  more  likely  to  corrode  in 

environments  that  are  acidic,  basic,  or  contain 

high levels of moisture.
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 Composition: The composition of a ceramic can 

also affect its corrosion resistance. Ceramics that 

contain  certain  elements,  such  as  silicon  and 

aluminum,  are  generally  more  resistant  to 

corrosion  than  ceramics  that  contain  other 

elements, such as iron and magnesium.

 Microstructure: The  microstructure  of  a 

ceramic can also affect its corrosion resistance. 

Ceramics  with  a  dense,  non-porous 

microstructure  are  generally  more  resistant  to 

corrosion  than  ceramics  with  a  porous 

microstructure.

 Processing: The  way  in  which  a  ceramic  is 

processed can also affect its corrosion resistance. 

Ceramics  that  are  properly  processed  are 

generally  more  resistant  to  corrosion  than 

ceramics that are not properly processed.

In addition to these factors, the corrosion resistance of 

a  ceramic  can  also  be  affected  by  the  specific 
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application in which it is used. For example, a ceramic 

that is used in a high-temperature environment may be 

more likely to corrode than a ceramic that is used in a 

low-temperature environment.

Understanding the factors that affect the corrosion of 

ceramics is important for designing and using ceramics 

in applications where they will be exposed to corrosive 

environments.  By  considering  these  factors,  it  is 

possible  to  select  ceramics  that  are  resistant  to 

corrosion and to take steps to protect  ceramics from 

corrosion.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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