
War Echoes in the Horn of Africa

Introduction

The Italo-Ethiopian War of 1935-1941 was a watershed 

moment in African history. It was the first time that an 

African  country  successfully  resisted  European 

colonization,  and  it  had  a  profound  impact  on  the 

course of African history.

This book tells the story of the war from the Ethiopian 

perspective.  It  is  a  story  of  courage,  resilience,  and 

determination. It is also a story of tragedy and loss. The 

war  caused  the  deaths  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 

Ethiopians, and it left the country devastated.

But the war also had a positive impact on Ethiopia. It 

helped to unify the country and to create a sense of 

national identity. It also led to the establishment of the 

Organization of African Unity, which has played a vital 
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role  in  promoting  peace  and  cooperation  on  the 

continent.

This  book  is  based  on  extensive  research,  including 

interviews with Ethiopian veterans of the war. It is the 

most  comprehensive account  of  the war available  in 

English.

In this book, Pasquale De Marco tells the story of the 

war  through  the  eyes  of  the  Ethiopian  people.  He 

describes the suffering they endured, the courage they 

displayed, and the determination they showed in the 

face  of  adversity.  He  also  explores  the  political  and 

diplomatic dimensions of the war, and he assesses its 

impact on Ethiopia and on Africa as a whole.

This book is a valuable contribution to the literature on 

the Italo-Ethiopian War. It  is  a must-read for anyone 

who  wants  to  understand  this  important  chapter  in 

African history.
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Book Description

War Echoes in the Horn of Africa tells the story of the 

Italo-Ethiopian War  of  1935-1941  from the  Ethiopian 

perspective.  It  is  a  story  of  courage,  resilience,  and 

determination in the face of adversity.

Based on extensive research, including interviews with 

Ethiopian veterans of  the war,  this  book is  the most 

comprehensive account of the war available in English. 

It  describes  the  suffering  endured  by  the  Ethiopian 

people,  the  courage  they  displayed,  and  the 

determination they showed in the face of adversity. It 

also explores the political  and diplomatic dimensions 

of the war, and it assesses its impact on Ethiopia and on 

Africa as a whole.

This book is a valuable contribution to the literature on 

the Italo-Ethiopian War. It  is  a must-read for anyone 

who  wants  to  understand  this  important  chapter  in 

African history.
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In this book, Pasquale De Marco tells the story of 

the war through the eyes of the Ethiopian people. 

He  describes  their  experiences  of  the  war,  from  the 

initial  invasion to  the liberation of  their  country.  He 

also explores the political  and diplomatic dimensions 

of the war, and he assesses its impact on Ethiopia and 

on Africa as a whole.

War Echoes in the Horn of Africa is a powerful and 

moving account of  a war that changed the course of 

African history. It is a story of courage, resilience, and 

determination that will inspire readers of all ages. 
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Chapter 1: War's Eve

1. Prelude to Conflict

The Italo-Ethiopian War of 1935-1941 was a watershed 

moment in African history. It was the first time that an 

African  country  successfully  resisted  European 

colonization,  and  it  had  a  profound  impact  on  the 

course of African history.

The war's origins can be traced back to the late 19th 

century,  when  Italy  began  to  expand  its  colonial 

empire in the Horn of Africa. In 1890, Italy established 

the colony of Eritrea, and in 1896, it occupied the port 

of Kismayo in southern Somalia.

Ethiopia  was  one  of  the  few remaining  independent 

countries  in  Africa,  and  it  was  determined  to  resist 

Italian aggression. In 1935, Italy invaded Ethiopia, and 

the war began.

The war was a long and bloody conflict.  The Italians 

were better equipped and had a larger army, but the 
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Ethiopians were fighting for their homeland. The war 

ended in 1941 with the defeat of the Italians and the 

liberation of Ethiopia.

The Italo-Ethiopian War was a turning point in African 

history.  It  showed that  African countries could resist 

European colonization,  and  it  inspired  other  African 

countries to fight for their independence. The war also 

had  a  major  impact  on  the  development  of  the 

Organization of African Unity,  which was founded in 

1963  to  promote  peace  and  cooperation  on  the 

continent.

The  Prelude  to  Conflict  was  a  period  of  tension and 

uncertainty.  Italy  had  been  building  up  its  forces  in 

Eritrea  and  Somalia,  and  Ethiopia  was  aware  of  the 

threat  of  invasion.  The  Ethiopian  government  took 

steps to prepare for war, but it was not fully prepared 

for the Italian invasion.

The Italian invasion began on October 3, 1935, with a 

surprise  attack  on  the  Ethiopian  town of  Adwa.  The 
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Ethiopians  were  caught  off  guard,  and  the  Italians 

quickly gained control of much of the country.

The Ethiopian government  and army were  forced to 

retreat,  and  the  Italians  occupied  the  capital,  Addis 

Ababa, on May 5, 1936. The Emperor of Ethiopia, Haile 

Selassie, was forced to flee the country.

The Italian occupation of Ethiopia was a brutal period. 

The Italians committed numerous atrocities against the 

Ethiopian people, including murder, rape, and torture. 

The  Italians  also  looted  the  country's  resources  and 

destroyed its infrastructure.

The Ethiopian people  resisted  the  Italian occupation, 

and  they  eventually  succeeded  in  liberating  their 

country.  The Italian army was defeated in 1941,  and 

the Emperor Haile Selassie returned to Ethiopia.

The Italo-Ethiopian War was a watershed moment in 

African history. It showed that African countries could 

resist  European  colonization,  and  it  inspired  other 
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African countries to fight for their independence. The 

war also had a major impact on the development of the 

Organization of African Unity,  which was founded in 

1963  to  promote  peace  and  cooperation  on  the 

continent.
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Chapter 1: War's Eve

2. Diplomatic Tensions

The years leading up to the Italo-Ethiopian War were 

marked by growing diplomatic  tensions  between the 

two  countries.  Italy  had  long  harbored  ambitions  to 

expand its empire in Africa, and Ethiopia was seen as a 

potential target.

In 1934, Italy began to mass troops on its border with 

Ethiopia.  This  move  alarmed  the  Ethiopian 

government, which appealed to the League of Nations 

for  help.  The  League  condemned  Italy's  actions  and 

called for a peaceful resolution to the dispute.

However, Italy was determined to go to war. In October 

1935,  Italian  forces  invaded  Ethiopia  without  a 

declaration  of  war.  The  Ethiopian  government 

appealed  to  the  League  of  Nations  again,  but  the 

League was unable to take any effective action to stop 

the invasion.
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The  Italo-Ethiopian  War  was  a  clear  violation  of 

international law. It was also a major setback for the 

League of  Nations,  which was unable  to  prevent  the 

outbreak of war.

The  war  had  a  devastating  impact  on  Ethiopia. 

Hundreds of thousands of Ethiopians were killed, and 

the  country  was  left  in  ruins.  The  war  also  had  a 

negative  impact  on  Italy's  reputation,  and  it  led  to 

Italy's eventual expulsion from the League of Nations.

The  diplomatic  tensions  between  Italy  and  Ethiopia 

were the result of a number of factors, including Italy's 

desire  to  expand  its  empire,  Ethiopia's  resistance  to 

Italian aggression, and the League of Nations' inability 

to resolve the dispute peacefully.
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Chapter 1: War's Eve

3. The League of Nations' Response

The League of Nations was founded in 1920 after the 

First World War to prevent future conflicts. It was the 

first international organization of its kind, and it had a 

mandate  to  promote  peace  and  cooperation  among 

nations.

When  Italy  invaded  Ethiopia  in  1935,  the  League  of 

Nations was faced with a major test. The League had 

already  condemned  Italy's  aggression,  but  it  was 

unclear what action it could take to stop the invasion.

The League's response to the Italo-Ethiopian War was 

weak and ineffective.  The  League  imposed  economic 

sanctions on Italy, but these sanctions were not strong 

enough to  deter  Italy  from continuing its  aggression. 

The  League  also  sent  a  commission  of  inquiry  to 

Ethiopia  to  investigate  the  invasion,  but  the 
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commission's  report  was  not  released  until  after  the 

war had ended.

The League's failure to take decisive action against Italy 

emboldened other aggressors,  such as  Nazi  Germany 

and Japan.  The League's  inaction also  contributed to 

the outbreak of the Second World War.

The  Italo-Ethiopian  War  was  a  turning  point  in  the 

history of the League of Nations. The League's failure to 

prevent the invasion of Ethiopia showed that it was not 

strong enough to maintain peace and security in the 

world.  The  League  was  dissolved  in  1946,  and  its 

functions were transferred to the United Nations.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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