Enticing Decks for the Homeowner

Introduction

Decks are a wonderful way to add extra living space to
your home, and they can be enjoyed by people of all
ages. Whether you're looking to create a space for
entertaining, relaxing, or simply enjoying the outdoors,

a deck can be the perfect solution.

In this book, we'll cover everything you need to know
about building a deck, from planning and design to
construction and finishing. We'll also provide tips on
how to maintain your deck so that it will last for years

to come.

One of the first things you'll need to do is decide what
type of deck you want. There are many different styles
to choose from, so take some time to browse through

magazines and online galleries to get ideas. Once you



have a general idea of what you want, you can start

planning the layout of your deck.

When planning your deck, it's important to consider
the size and shape of your yard, as well as the location
of your home. You'll also need to decide what materials
you want to use for your deck. There are many
different options available, so be sure to do your

research before making a decision.

Once you have a plan, you can start building your deck.
The construction process can be challenging, but it's
also very rewarding. With a little patience and effort,
you can build a beautiful deck that will be the envy of

your neighbors.

Once your deck is built, you'll need to finish it. This
includes staining or painting the deck, as well as
adding any railings or other features. Finishing your
deck will help to protect it from the elements and make

it more comfortable to use.



With proper care and maintenance, your deck will last
for many years to come. Be sure to clean your deck
regularly and inspect it for any damage. If you find any
damage, be sure to repair it promptly. By following
these simple tips, you can keep your deck looking its

best for years to come.

Decks are a great way to add value to your home and
provide a space for your family and friends to enjoy
the outdoors. With a little planning and effort, you can
build a beautiful deck that will be the perfect addition

to your home.



Book Description

Enticing Decks for the Homeowner is the complete
guide to designing and building beautiful, long-lasting
decks. Whether you're a first-time deck builder or a
seasoned pro, this book has everything you need to

know to create the perfect deck for your home.

Inside, you'll find step-by-step instructions for every
aspect of deck building, from planning and design to
construction and finishing. You'll also find tips on how
to choose the right materials, avoid common mistakes,

and troubleshoot problems.

With clear explanations and detailed illustrations,
Enticing Decks for the Homeowner makes it easy to
build a deck that is both beautiful and functional. You'll

learn how to:

e Plan and design your deck
e  Choose the right materials

e Build a strong and durable frame



e Install decking and railings

e Add finishing touches like stairs, benches, and
planters

e Maintain your deck so it will last for years to

come

Enticing Decks for the Homeowner is the only deck
building book you'll ever need. With its expert advice
and easy-to-follow instructions, you can build the deck

of your dreams.

Pasquale De Marco is a professional deck builder with
over 20 years of experience. He has built hundreds of
decks of all shapes and sizes, and he is passionate
about helping others to build beautiful, long-lasting
decks.



Chapter 1: Planning Your Dream Deck

Selecting the Right Location

Choosing the right location for your deck is an
important decision that will affect its functionality,
appearance, and longevity. Here are a few factors to

consider when selecting a location for your deck:

e Sun exposure: How much sun do you want your
deck to get? If you want to enjoy your deck in the
morning, choose a location that gets plenty of
morning sun. If you prefer to relax on your deck
in the evening, choose a location that gets plenty
of afternoon sun.

e Wind: How much wind does your yard get? If
your yard is exposed to strong winds, you may
want to choose a location for your deck that is

sheltered from the wind.

e Privacy: How much privacy do you want on

your deck? If you want to be able to enjoy your



deck without being seen by your neighbors,

choose a location that is secluded.

e Accessibility: How easy do you want it to be to
access your deck? If you want to be able to easily
access your deck from your house, choose a
location that is close to a door.

e View: What kind of view do you want from your
deck? If you want to enjoy a view of your garden,
choose a location that overlooks your garden. If
you want to enjoy a view of the sunset, choose a

location that faces west.

Once you have considered these factors, you can start
to narrow down your options for a deck location. It is a
good idea to spend some time sitting in different
locations in your yard to get a feel for the sun
exposure, wind, and privacy. You can also use a hose to
mark out the perimeter of your deck to get a better idea

of how it will look and fit in your yard.



With a little planning, you can choose the perfect
location for your deck and customize it to meet your
specific needs and preferences. A deck is a great way to
add value and enjoyment to your home, and it is
something that you will be able to enjoy for many years

to come.



Chapter 1: Planning Your Dream Deck

Determining the Size and Shape

The size and shape of your deck will be determined by
a number of factors, including the size of your yard, the

location of your home, and your budget.
Size

The first step is to determine how big you want your
deck to be. This will depend on how you plan to use it.
If you're planning to use it for entertaining, you'll need
a deck that is large enough to accommodate your
guests. If you're planning to use it for relaxing, you may

be able to get away with a smaller deck.

Once you have a general idea of the size you want, you

can start to think about the shape.
Shape

The shape of your deck will be determined by the size
of your yard and the location of your home. If you have
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a small yard, you may want to choose a rectangular or
square deck. If you have a larger yard, you may be able
to choose a more elaborate shape, such as an L-shape

or a U-shape.

The location of your home will also affect the shape of
your deck. If your home is close to the property line,
you may need to choose a deck that is narrow and long.
If your home is set back from the property line, you

may be able to choose a deck that is wider and shorter.
Budget

The size and shape of your deck will also be
determined by your budget. Larger decks are more
expensive to build than smaller decks. More elaborate
shapes are also more expensive to build than simpler

shapes.

Once you have considered all of these factors, you can
start to determine the size and shape of your dream

deck.
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Here are some additional tips for determining the size

and shape of your deck:

e Consider the traffic flow around your home. You
want to make sure that your deck is easily
accessible from your home and that it doesn't

block any important pathways.

e Think about how you want to use your deck. If
you're planning to use it for entertaining, you'll
need a deck that is large enough to accommodate
your guests. If you're planning to use it for
relaxing, you may be able to get away with a

smaller deck.

e Consider the size of your yard. You don't want
your deck to be too large for your yard, or it will

look out of place.

e Consider the location of your home. If your home
is close to the property line, you may need to

choose a deck that is narrow and long. If your
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home is set back from the property line, you may
be able to choose a deck that is wider and

shorter.

Consider your budget. Larger decks are more
expensive to build than smaller decks. More
elaborate shapes are also more expensive to

build than simpler shapes.



Chapter 1: Planning Your Dream

Deck

Choosing the Right Materials

When it comes to choosing the right materials for your

deck, there are a few things you'll need to consider:

Durability: How long do you want your deck to
last? Some materials, like pressure-treated
lumber, are more durable than others, like
cedar.

Maintenance: How much maintenance are you
willing to do? Some materials, like composite
decking, require very little maintenance, while
others, like wood, require more.

Cost: How much can you afford to spend on your
deck? Materials can range in price from a few
dollars per square foot to over $100 per square

foot.
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Style: What style of deck do you want? Some
materials, like wood, can be stained or painted to
match your home's exterior. Others, like
composite decking, come in a variety of colors

and styles.

Once you've considered these factors, you can start

narrowing down your choices. Here are a few of the

most popular decking materials:
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Pressure-treated lumber: Pressure-treated
lumber is a good option for decks that are
exposed to the elements. It is treated with
chemicals that help to protect it from rot and
decay.

Cedar: Cedar is a naturally rot-resistant wood
that is also very durable. It is a good choice for
decks that will be used in wet or humid climates.
Redwood: Redwood is another naturally rot-

resistant wood that is also very durable. It is a



good choice for decks that will be used in hot,

dry climates.

e Composite decking: Composite decking is made
from a mixture of wood fibers and plastic. It is a
good choice for decks that require very little
maintenance.

e Vinyl decking: Vinyl decking is made from PVC.
It is a good choice for decks that are exposed to

the elements.

No matter what material you choose, be sure to follow
the manufacturer's instructions for installation and
maintenance. This will help to ensure that your deck

lasts for many years to come.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.

16



Table of Contents

Chapter 1: Planning Your Dream Deck * Selecting the
Right Location * Determining the Size and Shape *
Choosing the Right Materials * Setting a Budget * Hiring

a Contractor

Chapter 2: Building the Foundation * Excavating the
Site * Installing the Footings * Framing the Deck *

Laying the Subfloor * Waterproofing the Deck

Chapter 3: Adding the Finishing Touches * Installing
the Railings * Adding Privacy Screens * Building
Benches and Planters * Lighting the Deck * Decorating

the Deck

Chapter 4: Maintaining Your Deck * Cleaning the
Deck * Staining or Painting the Deck * Inspecting the
Deck for Damage * Repairing the Deck * Winterizing

the Deck

17



Chapter 5: Decks for Every Need * Small Decks *
Large Decks * Decks with Pools * Decks with Fireplaces

* Decks with Pergolas

Chapter 6: Creative Deck Designs * Curved Decks *
Multi-Level Decks * Decks with Built-In Seating * Decks

with Water Features * Decks with Unique Materials

Chapter 7: Decks for Different Climates * Decks for
Warm Climates * Decks for Cold Climates * Decks for
Humid Climates * Decks for Dry Climates * Decks for

Coastal Climates

Chapter 8: Decks for Different Lifestyles * Decks for
Entertaining * Decks for Relaxing * Decks for Dining *

Decks for Gardening * Decks for Pets

Chapter 9: Decks for Small Spaces * Decks for Patios *
Decks for Balconies * Decks for Rooftops * Decks for

Tiny Houses * Decks for Apartments

Chapter 10: Decks on a Budget * Using Recycled

Materials * Building the Deck Yourself * Hiring a

18



Handyman * Saving Money on Materials * Getting

Creative with Design

19



This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.

20



	Enticing Decks for the Homeowner
	Introduction
	Book Description
	Chapter 1: Planning Your Dream Deck
	Selecting the Right Location

	Chapter 1: Planning Your Dream Deck
	Determining the Size and Shape

	Chapter 1: Planning Your Dream Deck
	Choosing the Right Materials

	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.
	Table of Contents
	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.

